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T 0 
His Royal Highneß ; 
FREDER IC 
Prince of Wales, &c. 


SFR 
THE Concern which Your. 
II Royal Highneſs has, on 
all Occaſions, been pleaſed to 
expreſs for the Trading Part 
| a2 - of 


* 


DEDICATION. 


of this Nation at Home, and the 
juſt Defire You have to be inform'd 
of the State of the Colonies and 
Plantations Abroad, encouraged me 
to beg leave, that I might preſume 
to publiſh the following Hiſtory 
under the Auſpice of Your Royal 
Highneſs's Name and Protection. 


WEN a great Prince condeſcends 
to countenance the Intereſts of the 
Merchant, and to compaſſionate the 
laborious Condition of the Planter, 
he wiſely conſiders how much it de- 
pends on theſe Mens Induſtry, to 
find out the neceſſary Means of in- 


riching the Commonwealth, and 


ſupporting 


DEDICATION. 
{upporting the * Authority of 
the State. 


LE r the powerful Influence of 
that noble and generous Diſpoſition, 
which inclines Your Royal Highneſs 
to do Good to All, rivet the Aﬀec- 
tions of the People of Great-Britain 
to Every Branch of that moſt II- 
luſtrious and Royal Houſe, from 
which You are deſcended ; that this 
Nation may rejoice in the Proſpect 
of a Race of Princes, inheriting the 
Virtues which inſpire You, Great 
Sir, and Your Royal Confort the 
Princefs, with every Thing that 
tends to promote and complete the 

Happineſs 


DEDICATION. 
Happineſs of a brave and free Peo- 
ple. Iam, with profound Reſpect, 


SIR, 


Your Royal Highneſs's 
N Dutiful, Moft Humble, 


and Maſt Qbedient Servant, | 


W. Keith. 


LTHO' there is not any thing more requiſite 
to explain the Hiſtory of a Country, than an 
exact and complete Map, to which the Reader has 
continual Occaſion to have Recourſe, and that thoſe 
here preſented are the lateſt and beſt of the Kind 
that could be got; yet it muſt be own'd, they are 
not fo perfect as could be wiſhed, becauſe to make 
an exact and careful Survey of a large Country, 
3s fuch an expenfrve and laborious Work, as can 
only be executed by Order, and at the Charge of 
the Public. Wherefore it is to be hoped, That as. 
the Britiſh Plantations on the Continent of America 
are daily increafing, both in Extent and Value, the: 
public Spirit which influences the Comduct of the 
Legiſlative Body, will fome time or other induce 
them to enable His Majeſty to give proper Di- 
reftions, That the ſeveral Governors may cauſe 
ext? Surveys to be made of the Colonies, over which 


they reſpectively preſide. 


THERE 


. —— 


—— 


TRA EET ACTA. 


THERE is one thing more, for which I am 
ſorry there ſhould be any Occafion to make an 
Apology, namely, The Want of a diflinft and 
particular Account of the Exports and Imports in 
Trade, to, and from Virginia; for after a moſt 
aſſiduous and reſpefiful Application to the proper 
Offices, from whence theſe Accounts only can be had, it 
was told me, in a very civil Manner, That ſuch Things 
could not be granted without Orders from Above; 
which I had no Room to expect, becauſe I could not be 
favoured with Acteſs to view the Books and Papers 
relating to the Plantations in any of our public 
Offices, or to receive the leaſt Aſſiſtance of that Kind 
in the Proſecution of this well-intended, and (as it 
is preſumed) uſeful Work. 


E RR AT A. 


31. Line 5. for to, read of Ibid. 1. 6. after all, add to. p. 
P 1 for compared, read _— p. 54. J. 18. for Weſtward, 1 


Ea Pp. 135. J. 2: read former Adninifiration. 


A GENERAL. 


Nins 


TO A 


HISTO R Y 


OF THE 


BRITISH Plantations. 


1 Accounts hitherto publiſhed of the Britiſh 
Colonies in America having been found imper- 
fect and deficient in many Things, of which it 
has been thought neceſſary that the Public ſhould be truly 
and more fully inform'd ; we have, at the Deſire of ſome 
Perſons of Honour and Worth, undertaken to give a faith- 
ful Hiſtory of the Settling and Improvement of the Britiſb 
Plantations, with proper Remarks on their Trade and Go- 
vernment, for the better Satisfaction of thoſe, who have 
both the Inclination and Power to inrich the State, and 
ſupport the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of Great 
Britain, by an extended and well-regulated Commerce. 
And although this Hiſtory may not inſpire ſuch lofty Ideas, 
as are calculated to form the Warrior's Mind, and awaken 


the Hero's Ambition ; yet the Subject will be found to be 
B of 
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INTRODUCTION. 


of ſuch Importance to the Well-being and Proſperity of 
the Common-wealth, as to claim the Attention of the 
judicious Stateſman, the ſincere Patriot, and the induſtrious 
Merchant. 


THERE is ſomething fo grave and ſolemn in Hiſtory, 
that it neceſſarily affects the honeſt Reader with that awful 
Reſpect, which an impartial Hiſtorian always pays to 
Truth; for if the Writer keeps a ſtrict Guard over his 
Paſſions, not ſuffering them to be any ways intereſted in 
the Facts and Circumſtances which he is indiſpenſably obliged 
to relate, though ſome few may wiſh that ſeveral Things 
had not been ſo openly expoſed. to public View; yet the 
impartial Reader will, doubtleſs, approve the Author's 
Candor, and make uſe of the Mirror ſet before him, to 


correct for the future, according to his own Judgment and 


Ability, the Errors of former Times. 


In the Proſecution of this Deſign, it is propoſed to 
obſerve the following Method, viz. 


1. To inquire into the Nature of Trade in general, how 
and for what Purpoſes it has been carried on in the Courſe 
of Time, by the moſt powerful and flouriſhing States in 
the World, what Relation it has to Civil Government, 
and the intimate Connection that muſt always ſubſiſt be- 
tween them. 


2. To inquire into the firſt Diſcovery of America, and 
into the particular Views which induced the European Na- 
tions to ſend over great Numbers of their People to make 
large Settlements, and to plant Colonies in that Part of the 
World. | 


3. To 


INTRODUCTION, 


3. To trace out from the firſt Engli/h Expedition into 
America, the particular Hiſtory of each Colony in its 
natural Order of Time, obſerving the Changes which have 
happened to their reſpective Soils, Trade and Govern- 
ment, 


Traps in general is a voluntary Exchange of Things 
we poſſeſs, for thoſe in the Poſſeſſion of others, either to 
ſupply the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life, or to 
ſecure, in the End, a certain Profit to ourſelves. We do 
not learn, that Trade, under the Patriarchal State, was 
carried any further than barely to provide Food, Rayment, 
and other Things neceſſary for the Preſervation and Uſe of 
the Family ; but as ſoon as the Increaſe of Mankind gave 
Riſe to Society, whereby they became ſubjected to the 
Laws of a Civil Cons, the Intereſt of the parti- 
cular Members was made ſubſervient on all Occaſions to 
that. of the Public; which being the Standard of all 
Commercial Dealings, Trade was regulated according to 
the Advantages or Diſadvantages that accrued thereby to the 
Community, and Body Politic ; for as the good or bad 
Condition of any State proportionably affects the Safety and 
particular Intereſt of every individual Member, it is incon- 
fiſtent with the Nature of Things to ſuppoſe, that a Civil 
Government ought to permit, much leſs encourage, any 
Traffick or private Gain to be carried on, which evidently 
appears to be rejudicial to the public Intereſt and Pro- 
ſperity of the . the laſt and greateſt Object 
of every good Citizen's Care and Ambition. 


By this artful Contrivance of uniting Mens Intereſts 


together, under a regular Form of Government, every 
B 2 King- 
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Kingdom or State had Acceſs to the Means of increaſing in 
Riches, Strength and Power, according to the Fertility of 
the Soil, the Advantage of the Situation, and the Number 
and Induſtry of the People; and whereſoever theſe hap- 
pened to be directed and improved to the beſt Account, by 
the Wiſdom and Care of a good Magiſtracy, that Nation 
was ſure to hold the Ballance of Power amongſt its Neigh- 
bours, until it came to be enervated with Luxury and Vice, 
or out-done by ſome other State in the Purity of its Laws, 
and in a reſolute and uniform Adherence to the ſure Maxims 
of an honeſt, virtuous, and good Government. 


Bur notwithſtanding the innumerable Advantages de- 
rived to Mankind, from the right Uſe of Civil Government, 
it was a conſiderable Time, before the ſelfiſh Notions 
which were imbibed, and the ſtrong Paſſions that predomi- 
nated in the Patriarchal State, could ſubſide, ſo as cordially 
to receive and improve the happy Effects of an impartial, 
wiſe, and ſteady Government : For although the firſt con- 
ſiderable Commerce we read of, was carried on by the 
Arabians and Egyptians, who extended the ſame Eaſtward 
to Per/ia, and to the furthermoſt Parts of the Indies, as 
well as to Ethiopia towards the South; whilſt the Tyrians 
and Phenicians monopolized the Trade of Leſſer Afia, and 
all the Coaſts of the Mediterranean towards the Weſt ; yet 
as they were unskilled and weak in War, they increaſed 
their Riches by Craft and Piracy, robbing and plundering 
indifferently both Friends and Enemies, until the impor- 
tant Buſineſs of National Trade came to be regulated on 
a more equitable Foot, by the Power of the Warlike Na- 
tions, ſuch as the Carthaginian and Roman Common- 
. wealths; who eſtabliſhed their Finances, and raiſed im- 
menſe public Revenues by the Increaſe of Trade, which 

effectually 
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effectually maintain d both Fleets and Armies to _ on 
their ambitious Deſigns. 


FroM hence may be obſerved, that it was the Conſti- 
tution of a Body Politic, which introduced into the Mind 
the firſt Idea of a public Intereſt, or common Good in 
Society ; and it is to this elegant Invention we are indebted 
for the Diſcovery and Improvement of Arts and Sciences, 
and all the glorious Effects of that public Spirit, which 
ſo eminently appear'd amongſt the Antients in various 
Shapes, on many Occaſions; and which is to this Day, and 
will be to the End of the World, the diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of the higheſt Virtue and Perfection human Nature can 
poſſibly : attain to in'any 'Condition of Life. 


Tus artiiable Principle expands itſelf into every Breaſt, 
and inſpires the generality of a Free People, with true 
Notions of Liberty, or, which is the ſame, with ſtrong 
Deſires of promoting their Country's Good, and of deſpiſing 
any Profit or Advantage, which can be obtain'd, at the Ex- 
pence, or to the Diſhonour of the Commonwealth. | 


AND although Trade has been too frequently treated 
with Contempt, and all Trading Men in ſome arbitrary 
Countries are, even to this Day, excluded from the Privi- 
leges of Gentlemen; yet we ſhall be forced to acknow- 
ledge, that it is the Merchant's proper Buſineſs and: Care to 
enliven and circulate the vital Juices of the Body Politic; 
and that the Riches which every well-govern'd State ac- 
- quires by a flouriſhing Commerce, are not only the Fruit of 

the Merchant's Genius and Induſtry, but alſo the Support 
of that neceſſary Power, which muſt always be ready to 
defend the Friends, and conquer the Enemies of the State. 

Is 
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Ir we do but judiciouſly compare, not only the Com- 
forts of Life, which are indiſcriminately enjoyed with Free- 
dom by the Subjects of a Commercial State, but alſo the 
impenetrable Connection wherewith the Intereſt of all its 
Members is cemented together into one firm united Body, 
with that forced Pomp and Grandeur which is raiſed on the 
Slavery and Oppreſſion of Men ſubjected to a military and 
arbitrary Power, that reſtrains the Liberty, and diſpoſes of 
the Property of its Subjects at the Will and Pleaſure of a 
ſingle Perſon ; we ſhall readily be convinced, that it is to 
a well-regulated and equal Commerce, which the greateſt 
Powers, and moſt flouriſhing States in the World have 
owed their Wealth, Strength and Knowledge, as well as 
every other diſtinguiſhing Mark of true Happineſs : So that 
Trade may juſtly be conſidered to be the Arteries and Si- 
news of the Body Politic, by which its eaſy Motion is con- 
tinued and preſerved: That it is likewiſe the Fountain of 
Riches, and conſequently of Strength and Power ; and, in 
ſhort, that Trade is the neceſſary Means of acquiring every 
thing needful to ſecure and promote Peace and Proſperity 
to Mankind in Society, and all other rational Enjoyments 


of Life. 


As from the common Principles on which Civil Govern- 
ment and Trade mutually and reciprocally depend, we may 
compute the Strength and Power of any State; ſo from 
the Extent and Condition of a Country's Dealing with its 
Neighbours in Trade, we ſhall be able to determine the 
Rank it holds amongſt them, and the Benefits or * 
it is liable to receive by Peace or War, 


WHETHER 
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WHETHER therefore Councils are employed, to carry 
on and ſupport the Glory of Conqueſt by War, to main- 


tain the public Faith, and ſecure the Intereſt of the Na- 
tion by Treaty, or by any other Honourable Means to in- 
creaſe the Peoples Wealth, and provide for their future 
Eaſe and Tranquillity ; we ſhall find, that the Advancement 
and Security of a free Commerce is the only ſolid Foun- 
dation whereon to raiſe the Intereſt, Power and Dignity of 
any State. 


HisToRyY informs us, that the Species of Mankind 
multiplied much faſter at the Beginning, than it has done 
in thoſe latter Ages of the World; and probably, it was 
ſuch an extraordinary and ſudden Increaſe of People, that 
forced them in thoſe Days to ſeek for more Room, either 
by extending the Limits of their Country, or by detaching 
great Numbers to make dependent Settlements, and plant 
Colonies in diſtant Soils, and more fruitful Climates : And 
as this could not be done without often incroaching upon 
the Rights and Conveniencies of other Nations, it was con- 
ſtantly productive of Wars and bitter Contgſts for Victory 
and Conqueſt ; which was then the Point in View, and 
ultimate End of all State Policy : For we may ſuppoſe, that 
every Kingdom or Commonwealth was ſo fully employed 
in the Means of providing the common Neceſſaries of Life 
for ſuch vaſt Swarms of People, that there was no Time 
could be ſpared for luxurious Inventions, or even thoſe Im- 
proyements which were afterwards introduced by Art, and 
which, in Truth, were the principal Foundation and Com- 
mencement of that profitable and uſeful Commerce amongſt 
Mankind, which is here deſcribed under the Deſignation of 
a National Trade ; by which is meant, a Trade that brings 


A Cex- 


INTRODUCTION. 
a certain Adyan age to the public Intereſt of the State, as 
well as a private Profit to the Merchant, or particular 


Dealer. 


Bur whi'ſt State Policy chiefly conſiſted in gratifying 
that immoderate Deſire of Power and Conqueſt, where- 


with the Heroes of Antiquity were inſpired, Trade was 
no otherwiſe regarded, than as it became ſubſervient to 


their ambitious Deſigns; ſo that the Improvements then 
made in the Arts of Ship-building and Navigation, were 
valued only in proportion to the Uſe that was made of 
them in War, and particularly by the Romans, as the 
Means of ſubduing thoſe large Provinces which were after- 
wards annexed to the Dominion of that powerful State ; 
and whoſe Commerce, for want of a political and due Re- 
gulation, increaſed the Wealth and Power of the Members 


in a much greater Proportion than that of the Head, which 


contributed not a little to the Downfall of that glorious 
Commonwealth. 


Taz Kingdoms and States, who, though ſubjected to 
the Roman Government, had been always protected from 
Inſults by the Legions, and left at full Liberty to reap the 
Benefit of Commerce in what Shape they pleaſed to purſue 
it, were' no ſooner diſengaged from that Yoke, than they 
began to mode} themſelves into ſeparate independent Go- 
vernments or Commonwealths; then, inſtead of the for- 
mer reigning Ambition for Conqueſt, and univerſal Domi- 
nion, which had diſtracted the World for many Ages ſuc- 


ceſſively, the Improvement of Arts and Sciences, and a 


good Oeconomy by the proper Regulation of Trade and 
Induſtry, came gradually to take Place; and as Mankind 


improved, by the uſeful Diſcoveries that were daily made, 
they 


INTRODUCTION. 


they learn d from thence a more juſt and perfect Knowledge 
of their own Weakneſs and Capacity. 


EXPERIENCE thus, aſſiſted by the Force of Reaſon, 
began to teach the wiſer and better fort of Men, a much 
ſhorter and eaſier way to the Enjoyment of Peace and Con- 
tentment in Life ; fince a fair and uſeful Commerce was 


not only allowed, but univerſally encouraged and protected by 
the Laws of every Society, as a public Benefit to Mankind in 


general ; and the former Practices of Rapine and Piracy 
were totally ſuppreſs'd, and by the ſame univerſal Conſent 


every- where puniſhed with Death: So that from this Pe- 


riod we may date the Commencement of the Law of Na- 


tions, which has made but one Society of all the Free States 


in the World ; by extending its Immunities and Privileges 
equally to all of them, and particularly in proteCting every 


Country and State in the Enjoyment of thoſe Profits, which 
may be acquired by carrying on a National and Fair Trade. 


Bur that we may ſtill have a more perfect Idea and 
Conception of what is to be underſtood by a National Com- 


merce, the States and Commonwealths, whoſe Subjects. 
in time of Peace are at liberty to trade with each other, 
under certain Reſtrictions and Regulations impoſed by the 
Municipal Laws of their reſpective Governments, are to be 


conſidered as ſo many individual Merchants ; becauſe in 
order to diſcover the Advantages or Diſadvantages which 
accrue to any Nation by Trade, the Value of its Natural 


Product, as well as Manufactures and Improvements, and 


efpecially ſuch Parts of them as can be ſpared to be ex- 
changed with Foreigners for ready Caſh, and other Com- 
modities that are wanted, muſt be exactly computed; that 
after the Nation's Expence, and the various Exchanges in. 

C 


Trade- 
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Trade with other Countries, are juſtly ſtated, and the 
Whole brought to a Balance, we may clearly ſee to whom 
the Profit or Loſs of ſuch Dealings properly belongs, and 
from thence be inſtructed what new Laws and Regula- 
tions are yet wanting, to rectify and improve the Conduct 
of each particular State in Things of that Nature, for the 
Time to come, Thus, when either by the Deficiency of a 
ſufficient Quantity of our own Product to be exported, and 
given in Exchange to other Nations, or (which is ſometimes 
the Caſe) when by a greater Share of Induſtry we are out- 
done by Foreign States, in the Improvement of the ſame 
Manufactures and Merchandize, whereby the Balance of 
Trade is turn'd againſt us, and our Artificers and labouring 
People thereby driven from us to ſeek for Employment elſe- 
where ; then the Wiſdom of the State has ſometimes 
thought fit to ſend ſuch of their People as could be ſpared, 
to ſettle themſelves in various Climates, where ſome new 
Species of Product might be raiſed, and ſent home to revive 
Commerce, and to aſſiſt the Public by reſtoring to it again 
the loſt Balance of National Trade. 


An this being the original Intention of, and the only 
juſtifiable Reaſon that can be given for the Practice within 


theſe laſt Two Centuries, of making Settlements and plant- 


ing Colonies on the uninhabited vacant Lands of America, 
whoſe People are protected by, but made ſubſervient to, 
and dependent on their reſpective Mother States in Europe; 
it may be of Service towards completing the Deſign of the 
following Hiſtory of the Britiſh Plantations, to make ſome 
particular Obſervations in this Place, on that mutual Inte- 
reſt which unites theſe Colonies to Great Britain, and on 
the reciprocal Obligations which always ſubſiſt between 
them, 


IN 
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In all the Royal Patents and Deeds of Gift which have 
been made to particular Perſons, of Lands for planting 
Colonies in America, Care has been taken not only to pre- 
ſerve the Sovereignty and Allegiance due to the Crown of 
Britain, but likewiſe to reſtrain the People of the reſpective 
Colonies, from enacting amongſt themſelves any By-Laws 
or Ordinances whatſoever, repugnant to, or any ways in- 
conſiſtent with, the Fundamental Laws and Conſtitution of 
the Mother State, to whoſe Legiſlative and Supreme Autho- 
rity they moſt certainly are, and ought always to be ſub- 
jected. 


AND as by the Deſign of thoſe Settlements to raiſe new 


and different kinds of Merchandize for the European Market, 
it was both reaſonable and neceſſary that they ſhould be 
protected, and their Inhabitants encouraged, in the Produce 
of ſuch Commodities, as being exchanged for Britiſh Ma- 
nufactures, would furniſh Cloathing, and other Neceſſaries, 
to themſelves, and at the ſame time aſſiſt Great Britain in 
the Balance of National Trade with other Countries ; 
eſpecially by providing large Quantities of ſuch Goods out 
of the Labour of their own Subjects in America, and in 
Exchange for Briti/h Manufacture, as before the Settlement 
of the Colonies they were obliged to purchaſe with ready 
Money from other Nations ; ſo the Inhabitants of the Co- 
lonies, on the other hand, not only enjoyed the Advantage 
of the ſame Laws, and the ſweet Comforts of Engliſh Li- 
berty in all reſpects, but they were alſo. ſure of being pro- 
tected from the Inſults and Attacks of any foreign Enemy, 


by the Naval Force, and at the Public Expence of Great 


Britain. 


C 2 MoREOVER; 
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MoRtEoveR, in tolerable good Seaſons it depends on 
the Frugality and Induſtry of the Planter in America, 
when he acts uprightly, and is fairly dealt with, to ſecure 


a Balance in his Br:7z/fþ Factor's Hands, over and above 


providing himſelf with all that he wants from Europe : 
And as ſuch Overplus or Balance is commonly placed in 
ſome of the Public Funds, or laid out on Land-Security in 
Great Britain, it ſeldom or never returns again to America, 
but remains a Part of the National Wealth or Stock. 


IN like Manner the Profits ariſing to Byitiſſh Subjects in 
America, from their exchanging Lumber, &c. with the 
Product of foreign Plantations, either to be uſed in America, 
or returned to Europe for Britiſb Account, muſt terminate 
in the Advantage of Great Britain ; who thereby reaps a 
certain Gain from the Labour of Foreigners, as well as 
from that of her own Subjects, beſides engroſſing a larger 
Share of ſuch Commodities as the better enables her to 


govern the European Market. 


FROM this ſimple and plain, but true State of the Caſe, 
it is evident of what Importance it muſt be to the public 
Intereſt of Great Britain, to be exceedingly careful to point 
out and direct the Object of their Subjects Labour, in the 


| ſeveral Colonies in America, by ſuch gentle Encourage- 


ments as will gradually lead them into the Channels of mu- 
tual and public Advantage; for Trade is a Child of Liberty, 
which either may be reared and nouriſhed by Indulgence, or 
depreſſed and ſunk under the Awe of a too ſevere Reſtraint. 


Tavs the Inhabitants of the Plantations may be com- 


pared toa few Hands, who are employed in the Improvement 
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of any Manufacture on an Engliſb Farm: For while they 
eat up the Bread-Corn, and fave the Farmer or Landlord 
the Trouble of looking out for a Market, they ſupply him 
with a more valuable Commodity, and increaſe their own 
little Stock by a Saving out of the Wages, which they enable 


him to allow them. 


Bor if, inſtead of Manufactures and ſuch- like Inventions 
for Improvement, we ſuppoſe the ſame Hands to employ 
themſelves in raiſing of Corn, &c. on that Part of the Farm 
which they were appointed to occupy, they muſt of courſe 
interfere with their Landlord at Market; and in place of 
bringing any Advantage, as in the firſt Caſe, they would 
then become Rivals to their Maſter, and an inſupportable 
Burthen on the Farm. 


IT is eaſy to talk of Penal Laws, Prohibitions, and ſuch- 
like Severities, to be executed by the Force of Power ; but 
the moſt effectual and profitable Way of reſtraining the 
Subjects in the Plantations from interfering with Great 
Britain in her Home-Trade and Manufactures, will be, to 
take due Care that the Colonies be always plentifully ſup- 
ply'd with Britiſb Cloths, and other European Commodities, 
at a much cheaper Rate than it is poſſible for them to raiſe 
and manufacture ſuch Things within themſelves : And like» 
wiſe, that the Importation of all ſuch Product and Manu- 
facture from the Colonies, as are fit to ſupply the Wants of 
Great Britain, and to aſſiſt the Public in the Balance of 
National Trade with other Countries, be properly encou- 


raged. . 


Wx find by daily Experience, that Mens Minds are no 


other ways to be ſubdued under a juſt and free Government, 
than 


2 
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than by making them feel, that it is their Intereſt to ſub- 
mit themſelves to, and chearfully comply with the Laws 
and Ordinances of the State ; for as long as the Generali 
of a People are truly ſenſible, that their Rulers and Go- 
vernors have nothing ſo much at Heart as the public Good 
of the Society, and the Honour and Proſperity of the 
Commonwealth, there will be no Occaſion to apprehend 
either Diſcontent, Inſurrection or Rebellion. 


From theſe Premiſes we may preſume to draw the 
following Concluſions, v:2. | 


\ Thar the Benefits ariſing from the American Colo- 
nies to Great Britain, depend on a careful and due Regu- 
lation of the Plantation Trade to their mutual Advantage. 


Tr ſuppoſing ſuch a Regulation to be made, and 
duly obſerved, the Increaſe of Shipping and Trade in the 
Plantations, would be a real Addition to the Riches and 
Power of the Britiſh State; and conſequently, that what- 
ſoever would hurt and prejudice the one, muſt likewiſe be 


injurious to the other, 


THar whatever tends to ſeparate the particular Inte- 
reſt of the Subject in the Plantations, from the public In- 
tereſt and Advantage of Great Britain, muſt be hurtful 
to both; and that whoſoever endeavours to alienate the 
dutiful Affections of the one, or the paternal Tenderneſs 
of the other, with a View to private Gain, is an Enemy 
to the united and inſeparable Intereſt of both; or, which 
is the ſame Thing, to the public Intereſt of the Britiſb 


State. | 


THAT 
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Thar to delay Juſtice, and refuſe the Benefit of the 
Laws, or in any other Shape to countenance and ſuffer the 
Subjects in the Plantations to be oppreſſed, is an Infringe- 
ment of the Liberties of the People of Great Britain, and 
an Offence againſt the State ; the comfortable Support and 
Preſervation of whoſe Parts, is eſſential to the public 
Good of the Whole. 


LAsTLT, That as the Strength and Duration of every 
State depends on the equal Nouriſhment and Union of all 
its Members, it is altogether impracticable to ſeparate and 
divide the Intereſt of the Subject in the Britiſb Plantations 
from that of the whole State. 
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Chronological Account 
OF THE = 


"lt Remarkable Events 


Which happened immediately after the 


Firſt Discovery of AME RICA 4 


——ü—Ü— _ 


— 


—_— 


. The DiscoveRyY ian: A. 


America, was accidentally diſcovered, it gave 


Inhebitarit of the Earth; introducing many new and hy- 
pothetical Notions into their former Syſtems of Philoſophy 
and Geography, which, with the -freſh Diſcoveries that 
were continually making of vaſt Tracts of Land, inha- 
bited by Millions of People never before heard of, gave 
Riſe to many fabulous Stories, and led the firſt Writers, on 


ſuch extraordinary Events, into a Multitude of very wild. 
and extravagant Relations, which have been injudiciouſſy 


received as a Part of the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. 
f D To 


HEN that Part of the World now called 
equal Surpriſe and Admiration to all the Eaſtern 
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To obviate this Difficulty as much as is poſſible, we 
have every where curtail'd the voluminous, but trifling Di- 
greſſions, on little Circumſtances and Curioſities, no ways 
eſſential or pertinent to the Thread of the Hiſtory, with 
which the Writers of Voyages and Travels are moſtly 
filled, and which tend only to confound the Relation, and 
leſſen the Probability of the Facts which are truly Hi- 


ſtorical. 


Tk firſt Account that has been any-where given of 
America, is taken out of an old Fel Chronicle, which 
relates, That in the Year of Chriſt 1170, Madoc, a 
younger Son of Owen Gayneth, Prince of North Wales, 
finding his Country embrail'd on the Death of his Father, 
by the Contentions which aroſe between his elder Brother 
David, and Howel a Baſtard, whom David overcame and 
ſlew in Battle, he left his Country, and embarking on 
Ship-board from the North Coaſt of Ireland, he failed 
Weſtward in queſt of Adventures, and came to a Land 
where he found many ſtrange Things. 


Mx. Daniel Powel, in his Hiſtory of Wales, acknow- 
ledges that many fabulous Stories were reported of this 
Madoc ; but ſeems to affirm the Truth of his Voyage, and 
relates the Compariſon which he made at his Return, be- 
tween the pleaſant and fruitful Countries which he had ſo 
lately ſeen without Inhabitants, and thoſe barren rocky 
Lands about which his Brothers and Kindred were ſo 
anxious as to murder one another ; he further repreſents 
Madoc to have been fo fond of his new Diſcovery, that he 
provided ten Sail of Ships, and having engaged a great many 


Perſons of both Sexes to try their Fortunes along with 
him, 


Diſcovery of AMERARTCA. 


him, he return'd the ſame year on a ſecond Voyage, but 
that neither he, nor any of his People, were ever more 


heard of, 


ABouT 300 Years after Madoc's Expedition, viz. in 
the Year 1484. it is reported, that one Alonzo Sanchez of 
Huelva in a ſmall Ship with fifteen Perſons on board, were 
accidentally driven by a Tempeſt on the Coaſt of America 
but that only five of the Company ſurvived, and returned 
to the Iſland of Tarcera, where being quite ſpent with Fa- 
tigue, they alſo died at the Houſe of one Chriſtopher Colum- 
bus ; which probably inſpired that adventurous Pilot with 
his firſt Notions of attempting the Diſcovery of the New 


World. 


HowEveR this might be, it is certain that Chriſtopher 
Columbus, a Sea-faring Man of low Degree, and an Inha- 
bitant at that time of the Iſland of Tarcera, had the Reſo- 
lution to apply to the Court of Portugal, in order to be ſup- 
ported in his defign'd Attempt to make ſome Weſtern Diſ- 
covery. But being wholly diſcouraged at that Court, he 
privately repaired into Spain, where in the Year 1484. he 
offer d his Service to Ferdinand and Jſabella, then King 
and Queen of Caſtile; who being at that time deeply en- 
gaged in the Conqueſt of Granada againſt the Moors, and 
their Finances very much exhauſted, Columbus was obliged 
to attend ſeveral Vears before he could effect his Purpoſe. 


In the mean time, and during his hitherto fruitleſs At- 
tendance in Spain, viz. in the Year 1488. Chri/topher Co- 
lumbus ſent his Brother Bartholomew into England, to offer 
the like Service to Henry the VIIth then King of England, 
which he had before done at the Courts of Liſban and 


D 2 Caſtile; 
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Caſtile; but Bartholomew having been ſhipwreck'd in- his 
Voyage to England, ſpent a conſiderable time in London 
before he found himſelf in a Condition, or had Aſſurance 
enough to make his Application at the Engliſb Court; fo 
that altho King Henry very readily accepted his Offer as 
foon-as it was made, yet before Bartholomew got back into 
Spain, his Brother Chriſtopher was actually ſet out on his 
ſecond Expedition, with ſeventeen Sail of Ships in the Spa- 
#1/h Service, and Bartholomew was ſent after him to H!- 
fpaniola with three Sail more. 


* Chriſtopher Columbus, who was a Man of an equal and 
conſtant Temper of Mind, not apt to be ſuddenly elated or 
diſpirited, found means at laſt ſo to inſpire Queen 1/abella 
with the alluring Proſpect and Hopes of the great Diſco- 
veries he could make by his propoſed Adyenture, that ſhe 
conſented to pawn Jewels to the Value of two thouſand 
Ducats, in order to ſet him out ; accordingly, on the 19th 
Day of April, 1492. in the Camp before Granada then be- 
ſieged, a particular Agreement was made and executed be- 
tween King Ferdinand of Spain, and the ſaid Chriſtapber 
Columbus, wherein among other Things it was ſtipulated, 
That the ſaid Chriſtopher ſhould be inveſted with the Au- 
thority of Admiral at Sea, and Viceroy at Land, of all the 
Iſlands, Lands and Places, which he ſhould happen to diſ- 
cover to the Weſtward, and that he, his Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, ſhould enjoy one Tenth of all the Profits of ſuch 
Diſcovery as he could make. 


- Tai1s done, Columbus fet out on the 3d of Auguſt, in 
the ſame Year, with three Sail of Ships, and on the 11th 
of October he made Land, that proved to be a ſmall Iſland 
which he called the Deſeada; from whence he proceeded 
ſtill 
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ſtill Weſtward, diſcovering daily one or other of the Car- 
ribbee Iſlands, until he came as far as the Iſland of Cuba; then 
returning to Hiſpaniola, he there debark'd and built a Fort, 
leaving in it thirty-eight of his Men, after which he ſet 
Sail for Europe, and on the 15th Day of February arrived 
at the Iſland of St. Mary's; but the Portugueze Governor 
attempting to ſeize them, they made their Eſcape, and were 
drove by Diſtreſs of Weather into Liſbon; where ſome 
Endeavours were uſed to incenſe the King of Portugal 
againſt Columbus, but he was at laſt permitted to depart 
for Spain. 


THE Succeſs which had attended Columbus in his firſt Voy- 
age on the Diſcovery of this new Part of the World, gave 
the Court of Spain all imaginable Encouragement to 
ſupport his indefatigable Induſtry in the Proſecution of ſo 
glorious a Deſign. Without any Loſs of Time therefore, the 
very next Year, v!2. in December, 1493. Columbus ſet out 
from Spain on his ſecond Voyage, and running the ſame 
Courſe along by the De/eada through the Carribbee Iſlands, 
he arrived at Hiſpaniola, where he found all the People dead 
whom he had left there the Year before ; yet no ways diſ- 
couraged, but leaving all Things on that Iſland under the 
Direction and Care of his two Brothers, he proceeded him- 
ſelf with two Ships to make further Diſcovery of the Iſlands 
of Jamaica and Cuba, and finding at his Return that the 
Natives of Hiſpaniola were refractory, and had been very 
troubleſome to his People there, he took all proper care for 
their future Security, and made what Haſte he could to re- 
turn, in order to render a faithful Account of his Proceed- 
ings, and to receive further Inſtructions from the Court 
of Spain. 

Burt 
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By r before we proceed further with Columbus, it will be 
proper to take ſome Notice of other American Diſcoveries, 
which had been made as well before, as about the ſame Pe- 
riod of Time; for it is ſufficiently vouched, that about the 
Year, 1344- the Iſland of Madeira was accidentally diſ- 
cover'd by one Macham an Engliſhman, in his Paſſage from 
Great-Britain to Spain ; and between the Years 1395. and 
1405. the Canary land were in like manner diſcover'd by 
the Spaniards. 


ALso, in the Year 1495. Letters Patents were granted 
by Henry the VIIth King of England, to Jobn Cabot a Ci- 
tizen of Venice, and to his Sons Lewis, Sebaſtian, and Sancius, 
and to their Heirs for ever, to enjoy the Property of all 
Lands or Iſlands which ſhould be diſcovered by any of them 
Weſtward, reſerving only one Fifth of the clear Profit to 
the King, at their Return to Europe. 


ACCORDINGLY in the Year 1496. the ſaid Fohn Cabot 
and his Son Sebaſtian ſail'd from Briſtol, and on the 24th 
of June in the Morning, he diſcover'd a Part of Newfound- 
land betwixt forty-five and forty-ſix Degrees of Northern 
Latitude, which he call'd St. Johns. But it being his prin- 
cipal Deſign to find out a Paſſage Weſtward, to the Ea/t- 
Indies, or Spice-Iflands, he proceeded as far as ſixty Degrees 
North, and meeting with ſuch vaſt Quantities of Ice in that 
Latitude, as that he could not with Safety penetrate any 
further, he directed his Courſe Southward along the Coaſt, 
until he reach'd thirty-eight Degrees and upwards on the 
Florida Shore, where his Proviſions failing, he return'd to 
England; but found the King ſo deeply engaged in a War 
with Scotland, that his Voyage and Diſcoveries were neg- 
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lected; whereupon his Son Sebaſtian Cabot, an expert Ma- 
riner, went over to Spain, and was employed by that Crown 
in many ſucceſsful Voyages towards the Coaſt of Braz:l, 
and other Parts of the Southern Continent ; for which Ser- 
vices he obtain'd the Otfice of Pilot-major to the Emperor 
then reigning in Spain, which he enjoyed to the Time of 
his Death in an advanced old Age. 


Tr ſeems to be acknowledg'd by all who have written 
on the Diſcovery of America, that the ſame Cabot was the 
firſt Man who had touch'd on any Part of the Continent, 
from the Land of Florida Northward ; and he being at that 
time an Engliſh Subject, employed at the Expence and un- 
der the Direction of the Crown of England, it evidently 
confirms the unqueſtionable Right, which that Nation is 
poſſeſs'd of, to all the Provinces and other Settlements they 
either have made already, or may hereafter make on ſuch 
Parts of the faid Northern Continent of America, as have. 
not been previouſly occupied by other Chriſtian People. 
And it was, doubtleſs, in conſideration of this ſignal and 
important Service perform'd by Sebaſtian Cabot, that he 
afterwards obtain'd from King Edward the VIth of England, 
a yearly Penſion of One hundred and ſixty Pounds, thirteen 
Shillings and Four-pence Sterling dnriug his Life, as appears 
by Letters Patents, dated at Weſtminſter Fanuary 6th, in 
the Year of our Lord 1548. 


IN the Year 1497. Columbus made his third Voyage to 
America, and the firſt Land he fell in with was the Iſland 
of Trinidada, from thence entering into the Gulph of Paris, 
he came out at the Dragon's Mouth, and fail'd along the 
Coaſt of Curruccoes two hundred Leagues; then croſs d over 
to his firſt Settlement on Hiſpaniola. 
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In the Year 1502. Columbus made his fourth and laſt 
Voyage to America, at which time he went from Hiſpa- 
niola and Famaica, over to Cape Honduras, and from thence 
along the Coaſt to Cape Gracias a Dias. It was then he 
firſt diſcover'd the Province of Veragua on the Continent, 
and Rio Grande, purſuing his Courſe to the River Crocko- 
dales, and from thence to the Baſtimento's, Porto Bello, and 
Nombre de Dios, as far as Cape Marble; then he return d 
to the Iſland of Cuba; and in a ſhort time afterwards came 
back to Spain, where in the Year 1506. he died, and was 
ſucceeded by his Son Diego Columbus, who went over with 
his own and a great many other Families of Condition in 
the Year 1509. to people Hiſpaniola, which then became 
a large and famous Settlement ; he alſo gave the proper 
Orders at that time for ſettling the Iſland of Cuba. 


In the Year 1508. by two Expeditions from Hiſpaniola 
under the ſeveral Commands of Alphonſo Hoida, and Diego 
de Niqueſa, the Province of Veragua was invaded, and ma- 
ny Forts were built and Towns ſettled on the main Land, 


all along from Carthagena to the IJſbmus of Daren. 


IN the Year 1513. Vaſco Nunnes de Balboa went from 
Darien with two hundred and ninety Men, and diſcover'd 
the South-ſea, from whence he brought great Wealth, c. 
and the Vear following he was appointed Governor on all 


that Coaſt. 


I the Year 1 519. Fernando Cortes ſail d from Cuba with 
eleven Ships and five hundred and five Men, to that Part of 


the Continent called New Spain ; and in the Year 1523. he 
ſent 


Diſcovery of AMERICA, 
ſent Peter d Alveredo to the Coaſt of the South- ſea, who 
built the Towns of Sr. Jago and Seguro. 


Mucn about the ſame time Ferdinando Megellanes, a 
Portugueſe by Birth, being diſobliged at the Court of Por. 
tugal, offer d his Service to Spain; and on the 1oth of Au- 
guſt, 1519. ſet out with five Sail of Ships to find a Paſſage 
by the Weſtern Ocean unto the Molucca's or Spice-Iſlands 
then claimed by the Portugueſe, and this Megellanes having 
found a ſafe Paſſage to the South-ſea, through thoſe Streights 
which have ever ſince taken his Name, he continued his 
Voyage Weſtward ; and . tho' he was killed himſelf by a 
poiſon'd Arrow, yet his Company went on their Courſe 
round the Globe, and John Sebaſtian Cano, Commander, 
brought home the principal Ship Victoria to the Harbour 
of San Lucas, on the 7th Day of September, 1 522. and was 
bountifully rewarded by the Emperor. 


In the Year 1525. Sebaſtian Cabot, chief Pilot to the 
Emperor, went from Seville with four Ships, and fail'd up 
the River of Plate 200 Leagues, where he built a Fort, 
ſtay d a conſiderable time, and return d to Seville in the 


Year 1530. 


In the Year 1524. John de Verezano a Florentine, ſent 
out on Diſcovery, by Francis I. King of France, made 
the Continent of America: towards the Latitude of thirty 
Degrees North, and ſail'd along the Coaſt North-eaſt as far 
as fifty Degrees ; he went aſhore and diſcourſed with. the 
Natives in ſeveral Places, then returned to France. 


On the 2oth of May, 1527. two Ships well equipp'd, one 
whereof was call'd the Dominus Vobiſcum, were ſent by Or- 
E der 
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der of Henry the VIIIth, King of England, on Weſtern Dif- 
coveries ; but one of the Ships being caſt away in the Entry 
to the Gulph or River of St. Laurence, the other remain'd 
ſome time about Cape Briton; and after they had landed 
in ſeveral Places to view and take Poſſeſſion of the Country, 
= return'd about the Beginning of October in the ſame 
Year. 


In the Year 1 534. a Frenchman, whoſe Name was Jaques 
Cartier, with three Ships, went up the River St. Laurence, 
to fifty-one Degrees North. He made a ſecond Voyage 
thither, failing Weſtward a great way further, and called 
the Country New France, 


IN the Year 1535. Don Pedro de Mendoza, with twelve 
Ships, went on an Expedition up the River of Plate ; 
and tho' he himſelf died in the Paſſage homeward, yet the 
People he left behind him built a large Town; and incor. 
porating with the Indians, they diſcover'd and conquer d the 
Country, until they came to the Mines of Potaſi, and to the 
Town Ja Plata, which was five hundred Leagues diſtant 
from their firſt Settlement. 


TowaRDs the latter End of April, in the Year 1536. 
Mr. Hoare of London, together with about thirty Gentle. 
men and others, being encouraged by Henry the VIIIth, 
King of England, ſailed out in two Ships, vig. the Trinity 
and the Union, on Diſcovery in the North-weſt Part of 
America ; and in two Months they arrived at the Height of 
Cape Briton, and proceeded to the Iſland of Penguin; from 
whence they went to Newfoundland, where they ſuffer'd 
great Hardſhips for want of Proviſions, and return'd to 


Se. Ives in Cornwal, about the latter End of Ofaber. Pro- 
bably 
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bably it was ſoon afterwards that the Fiſhing-Trade from 
England commenc'd on the Banks of Newfoundland, be- 
canſe we find that in the ſecond Year of the Reign of King 
Edward the VIth, of England, viz. in the Year of God 
1548. an Act of Parliament was paſſed to take off all man- 
ner of Duties, and other Incumbrances, on the Merchants 
uſing that Trade. 


In the Year 1537. John de Vadillo, Governor of Car- 
thagena, went with an Army from Sf. Sebaſtian de bona 
Vifta to Rio Verge, and from thence twelve hundred 
acroſs the Kingdom of Peru to the Town /a Plata. 


In the Years 1538. and 1539. the Marquis Francis Pi- 
zarro ſent Peter de Valdivia to conquer the Country of 
Chili, which lies Weſt from the Brazil, the Diſtance be- 
tween Sf. Auguſtine on the North-Sea, and Truxillo on 


the South, being about eighteen hundred Leagues. 


In the Year 1540. the valiant, but cruel Fernando Cortes 
return'd to Spain, where in ahout ſeven Years after he 


died, 


AMERICA was by ſo many different Expeditions not only 
ſufficiently diſcover'd at this time, to put the Reality of ſuch 
a vaſt Continent of Land out of all Doubt; but the Spaniſh 
Nation was continually drawing from thence every Year, 
ſuch immenſe Riches in Gold, Silver and Jewels, that it 
made ſo great and ſudden an Increaſe of that moſt neceſſary 
Medium for all manner of Intercourſe by Trade, as to draw 
the European Nations, and eſpecially thoſe whoſe Situation 
was convenient for Navigation, into various Projects in 


order to traffick, make Settlements, or plant Colonies, in 
E 2 that 
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that new and ſurprizing Part of the World: For altho' 
Spain, by an imaginary Title or Gift from the Pope, had 
laid formal Claim to theWhole, yet every other Nation that 
pleaſed, took the Liberty to occupy and poſleſs, in their own 
Right, ſuch vacant and uninhabited Lands in America, as 
they happen'd from time to time to diſcover by their own 
Induſtry, and at their own proper Expence, eſtabliſhing 
their reſpective Titles on Conqueſt in a lawful War, Treaty, 
Purchaſe, or ſome kind of amicable Agreement. with the 
Natives, which, to do the Engliſi Nation Juſtice, has been 
the only Foundation of their equitable and folid Claim to 


all the Poſſeſſions which they hold at this time in America. 


Bur as our Deſign in this Place is not to give a regular 
Hiftory of America, but only to inquire how and by whom 
it was at firſt diſcover'd, and what remarkable Expeditions 
had been made thither from Europe before the Settlement 
of any of the Britiſh Plantations ; we ſhall proceed without 
taking any particular notice of many leſſer Events which 
daily happen'd, and innumerable Voyages that were yearly 
made to thoſe Parts, before that Period of Time which is 
propoſed for the Commencement of this Hiſtory. 


ON the 16th of April 1542. E, Francis de la Rache, 
Lord of Roberval, faild with arge Ships, and two 


handred Perſons, Men and Women, —_ Rochell with 
full Powers. from the King of France to ſettle the Country 
of Canada on the great River St. Laurence, diſcover'd, as 
above, by Jaques Cartier; where he ſettled Towns, built 
Forts, and remain'd himſelf in the Country almoſt eighteen 


Months. 


ON 
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On the 18th of February, 1562. Captain John Ribault 
was ſent out from France, attended by two of the King's 
Ships, with a great many People, and every thing requiſite 
to make ſome Settlement on the Continent of America; and 
in two Months time they arrived on the Coaſt of Floride | 
and, failing Northward, they firſt landed in the Mouth 'of 
the River May ; and purſuing that Coaſt in queſt of a good 
Harbour, they came into Port-Roya/, where they built a 
ſmall F ortification, and called it Charles- Fort, leaving” in it 
twenty-ſix of their beſt Men under the Command of Capt. 
Albert, who all along kept up a friendly Correſpondence 
with the Natives: But Capt. Ribault, on his Return to 
France, found the Civil War begun, and Things in ſuch 
Confuſion, that this Settlement was neglected; and after thoſe 
chat were left in'Charles- Port had mutiny'd, and killed. their 
Captain A/ber?, the Place was deſerted by thoſe fe that 
remain d alive. No ſooner, however, was Peace reſtored to 
France, but the Admiral Chatillon moved the King to at- 
tempt ſome further Diſcoveries on the Coaſt of America ; 
and accordingly, on the 22d of April, 1564. Mr. Rene Lau- 
doniere took his Courſe with three Ships well provided for 
ſuch an Expedition. On the 22d of June they arrived on 
the Coaſt of Florida, and forthwith erected a Fort in the 
Eutrance of the River May, where they remain'd under 
Mr. Laudonier?s Government until the 28th of Auguft, 
1565. that Capt. Fobn Ribault arrived a ſecond time from 
France, with the King's Commiſſion to ſuperſede Mr. Lau- 
doniere ; but before Things could be well ſettled betwixt the 
old and the new Governor, fix large Spaniſh Ships came in- 
to the Road, which had been fitted out from Spain with a 
Deſign to attack and deſtroy the French in that Settlement. 


Some of the largeſt of the French Ships, ſlipping their An- 


chors 
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chors in the Night, made off to Sea; whither the Spaniards 
followed, and gave them Chace ; yet not being able to come 
up with them, the Spaniards return d to the Coaſt, and 
landed their People in the River Dolphines, about ten 
Leagues Diſtance. The French Ships, having thus clear'd 
themſelves for the preſent of their Enemies, they likewiſe 
return'd to their own People, on the River May ; and the 
new Governor R:bault,full of Spirit, having got Intelligence 
where the Spaniards were, forthwith embark'd with the 
Flower of all his Men, and fail'd to attack them, but a 
ſudden Storm arifing, his Fleet was ſoon diſperſed, and the 
whole Equipage loſt. 


Mx. Laudoniere thus left deſtitute in the Fort, with a 
few weak Hands, not able to make any conſiderable De- 
fence, the Spaniards marched to attack them under the 
Command of Don Pedro de Melendes ; and on the 2oth of 
Sept. they took the Fort; Mr. Laudoniere eſcaping narrow- 
ly with a few of his People on board two ſmall Ships in 
the Road, he return d to France by Way of England; but 
thoſe that remain'd were all put to the Sword, except fif- 
teen that were hang d by the Spaniards ; who after having 
repaired the Fort, and made conſiderable Additions to the 
Strength of the Place, continued in Poſſeſſion until the 
latter End of the Year 1567. about which time one 
Captain Gourgues, a brave Frenchman, incited by a ſtrong 
Deſire to revenge the cruel- and barbarous Treatment 
which his Countrymen had met with, fold the beſt 
Part of his Eſtate near Bourdeaux, and borrow'd Money 
ſufficient to equip three Sail of Ships, with one hundred and 
fifty Soldiers and eighty Seamen, with which he landed on 
the Florida Shore, about fifteen Leagues Diſtance from the 
Fort in the River May, at that time poſſeſs d by three 


hundred 
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hundred Spaniards ; and after he had taken the Precaution 
to renew all former Treaties of Friendſhip betwixt the 
neighbouring Indians and the French, he marched directly 
to the old Fort without being diſcover'd by any of the Spa- 
niſh Gariſon ; and by the vigorous Aſſiſtance to the Na- 
tives, he ſurpriſed the Spaniards, putting them all the Sword, 
except fifteen, whom he hanged in the ſame manner 
they had done to the like Number of his Countrymen, 
after which he razed all the Fortifications to the Ground, 
and return'd with his People to France. 


Mr. Hawkins, afterwards Sir John Hawkins, ſet out 
from England in the Month of October, 1562, with three 
Sail of Ships, well mann'd, on a trading Voyage to the Coaft 
of Guiney, and from thence to the Weft-Indies with Slaves; 
by which he had great Profit, and return'd ſafe to England 
in the Month of September, 1563. 


He made a ſecond Voyage of the ſame kind with equal 
Succeſs, having fail'd from Plymouth on the 18th Day of 
October, in the Year 1564. in the Ship Jeſus of Lubeck, 
Burthen ſeven hundred Tons, and three Sail more with one 
hundred and ſeventy Men; and returning home by the Gulph 
of Florida, he touch'd at the French Settlement in the Ri- 
ver May, and generouſly ſupply'd Mr. Laudoniere, the 
French Governor, then in great Diſtreſs, with many Ne- 
ceſſaries. 


Tux innumerable Expeditions and Voyages, which after 
this were yearly made to the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, and 
round the Globe, by moſt of the European Nations, but 
chiefly by the Maritime Powers, gave a new Turn to 
Branch of Trade, and not only introduced a Variety of 

Dealing 
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Dealing in many Sorts of Commodities, and rich Merchan- 
dize,. never before known to the Europeans ; but alſo mul- 
tiplied the Exchanges, and . inlarged the Views of the Mer. 
chant every-where ; who, by the Help of ſuch. y aſt Quan- 
tities of Bullion, irpported continually, to all Parts from 
Anerica, was enabled to give what Diſpatch he pleaſed to all 


manner of Buſineſs, and with ſome Profit to 0 himfelf of 


every periſhable Commodity, almoſt as ſoon as it came into 
his Hands. 


THr1s uncommon Spirit for Trade, and the new Chan- 


nels it had diſcovered, gave occaſion daily for great Improve- 


ments to be made i in the Arts of Ship p-building and Navi- 
gation ; ſo that the Naval Strength of the Maritime States 


in their Number of Ships and Mariners, was all of a ſudden. 


prodigiouſly increaſed ; and to have them continually and 
profitably employed, was the firſt and greateſt Policy of 
every State, to Which all other Conſiderations gave place. 
But as chere were none who apply d themſelves ſo ſteadily 
and ſucceſsfully in the Purſuit of this Maxim, as the Re- 
public. of the Seven United Provinces, and particularly the 
States of Holland, they ſoon became formidable at Sea; and 
their laborious Subjects contenting themſelves with ſmall 
Profit on a quick Return in every Exchange, they neglect- 
ed no Kind of Trade that lay in their way; and by that 
means were able to govern the Markets, almoſt every-where, 
as well as to become the ds wa and Carriers for other 
— 


THE ak Profit ariſing to Particulars, as well as 
Strength and Riches to the State, by the Extent of the Her- 
ring, Cod, and Whale-Fiſheries, annually carried on by. the 
Dutch, are inconteſtable Proofs of the ſuperior Genius which 


governs 
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governs all the mercantile Affairs of that Commonwealth ; 
and ſuch Induſtry at home is ſo far from interfering with, 

or interrupting any valuable Branch of Foreign Commerce, 

that it greatly forwards it, by the Multitude of Shipping 
and Seamen it creates; which renders Navigation cheap and 
more eaſy to the Merchant, as is manifeſt from the vaſt Bulk 
both of Ea/t-India and Weſt-India Trade, at this time poſ- 
ſeſs d by the Hollanders, and which ſufficiently makes up to 
them the want of ſo large a Quantity of Home Product, as 
is to be found in Great-Britain, and other trading Countries. 


Tun Memoirs which paſs under the Name of that incom- 
parable Genius, and great Stateſman, Mr. Fohn de Wit, con- 
tain a moſt valuable Collection of elegant Obſervations on 
Trade and Government, and take notice of the many and 
great Adyantages which muſt in, Time accrue, to Great- 
Britain from its populous and large Settlements on the Con- 
tinent of America; wherein, no doubt, the Author had a 
View to an eaſy Vent for the Product and Manufactures of 
Britain, when the Market elſewhere would perhaps be 
cramp'd, and Britiſb Induſtry equalled,” if not outdone, by 
the Rivalſhip of other European Nations, in the ſame Kind 
of Improvæments ; for that is the true Light in which the 
Britiſb Colonies ſhould be placed with reſpect to the Mo- 
ther- ſtate. And from this View of them we can never be 
at a loſs. to judge of, and determine in, all Caſes. wherein 
the true Intereſt of Great-Britain, and that of its American 
Plantations may ſeem to differ, as well as to ſettle their re- 
ſpective Advantages and Intercourſes in Trade with one an 
other, on the moſt profitable and beſt F oundation. | 


THERE is ſuch an infinite Variety in the Courſe of an 


extended Commerce, that it is impoſſible for human Wit 
F equally 
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equally to guard all the Channels through which it may 
run. Nha. x the Bulk of any Trade therefore terminates in 
an apparent publick Advantage to the State, it will be good 
Policy in that Government rather to neglect the little par- 
tial Profits, which Particulars may on ſome Occaſions obtain, 
than by endeavouring at too 22 a Nicety in ſettling Mat- 
ters on a more equal Foot, to cramp the Trade in general 
with ſuch Puties, and ſevere Reſtrictions, as muſt diſcourage 
the Merchant by giving . Inns an INS in on 
Foreign Market. 


To ſupport Navigation, and to provide u continual and 


ſufficient Supply of Materials for carrying on a general Com- 


merce to and from all Parts of the World, make Colonies 
in America equally uſeful and neceſſary to every Maritime 
State. But they are of a further and ſpecial Advantage to 
Great Britain, by fecuring a certain and conſtant Vent to 


the Home Product and Manufactures of that Country, in- 


dependent of the Conduet and Practice of er Nations. 


As the Value of every Thing we deſire to fleſs muſt 
be compared from the Uſe and Conveniency of it, in com- 
fortably preſerving and prolonging human Life, there is 
no intrinfic Worth or Eſtimation can be put on Gold and 
Silver, further than that, by univerfal Conſent, thoſe ſolid 
and permanent Metals, are become the Medium of all 
Kinds of Exchange, and the only unalterable Meaſure, 
whereby we rate the preſent Value of any other Thing: 
They are not therefore to be conſidered in themſelves. as a 
Merchandiſe, but only as the Means of procuring in Trade 
whatſoever the Variety of our Wants and Inclinations may 
require, For although Spam, by poſſeſſing the Mines of 
Mexico and Peru, may be ſaid to be richer in that 2 * 


Diſcovery of Ampgarca. 
than any other Nation; yet as thoſe Riches confiſt only in 
a greater Share of that neceſſary Medium for carrying 


a profitable Exchange in Trade, it loſes conſiderably of 


its Value for want of being employed in that way ; and tho' 
it may furniſh the Spaniards with all the Product of other 
Mens Labour, which the moſt exquiſite Luxury can deſire, 
in the main it deſtroys Induſtry, by encouraging Sloth and In- 
dolence, which inevitably muſt introduce both a Neglect and 
Contempt of the Arts and Sciences ; -whereas an induſtrious 
Commonwealth, who keeps her Subjects employed in Ma- 
nufactures, and Foreign Trade, by continually furniſhing 
Spain with ſuch Things as there is a conſtant Demand for, 
to ſupply that People's Conveniency, and feed their Plea- 
ſures, muſt needs in Return command as great a Share of 
Spaniſh Bullion as they want; ſo that in fact the Spaniſb 
Riches conſiſt in digging up Gold and Silver out of the 
Earth for other People, whoſe ſuperior Skill and Induſtry, 
in applying it to its proper Uſe, abſolutely determines the 
Value of that Kind of Wealth ; which, if it be not kept in 
continual Motion and employed in Trade, never fails to ener- 
vate the Owners, and render them unfit for relithing the 
ſuperior and moſt rational Enjoyments of human Society. 


THERE is not any Thing which more diſtinctly ſhews 
the different Genius of the European Nations, than the 
Manner of their planting Cee and n Settlements 
in America. 


8 PAIN, which not Ties ago; held the firſt Rank 
amongſt the warlike Nations, and under the Dominion of 
that great Emperor Char les the Vth, threatned all 
with its — was no ſooner poſleſs'd of that immenſely 
rich Empire in America: but ſuch a ſudden and unexpected 

F 2 - Increafe 
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Increaſe of Wealth, without much Trouble or Pains in the 
Acquiſition, ſo intoxicated a People, naturally proud and 
haughty, and at the ſame time gave the covetous and am- 
bitious Clergy ſo fair an Opportunity, to blow them up 
with an immoderate. Zeal: for Religion, that the firſt Care in 
every new Spaniſh Settlement, was to erect a magnificent 
Building for a Cathedral or Church, which was endow'd 
with great Power, and a plentiful Revenue, preferable to all 
other Exigencies and Wants of the Colony. 


Wren any Engliſb Plantation in America came to be 
ſettled, the firſt Application was to maintain Liberty and 
Property, by providing for an open, fair, and equal Diſtri- 
bution of Juſtice, without any Reſpect of Perſons, leaving 
every Man to uſe an honeſt Induſtry in ſupporting himſelf 


after what manner he pleaſed. 


Bur the French, agreeable to their natural Diſpoſition 
for War, always began with ſome Entrenchments or Forti- 
fication for the Defence of the Place, as well as to maintain 
the Governor's arbitrary Power ; and other Nations for 
the moſt part followed that Example, all of them till en- 
deavouring to imitate, as near as poſſible, that Form and Con- 
ſtitution of Government, which at that time prevailed in 
the Mother-ſtate, to whoſe Orders and Inſtructions the re- 
ſpective Colonies were always kept in due Subjection ; by 
which Means many of the American Plantations ſoon be- 
came of ſingular Advantage to thoſe States in Europe to 
which they belonged ; and even to this very Day, where 
we have occaſion to obſerve, that any of the Colonies in 
America are neglected, and fallen into Decay, it is a ſure 
Indication, that the original Mother-ſtate either wants ſuf- 
ficient Power to maintain its Rank amongſt the other King- 

doms 
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doms of the World, or that it labours at the time under a 
weak Adminiſtration of Government. 


As long as Trade is underſtood to be not only an Ad- 
vantage to a State, but likewiſe the natural and chief 
Fountain of all the Riches and Strength which is neceſſary 
to maintain an independent and good Government, the 
making, preſerving. and improving praper Settlements - in 
America, will be found of very great Importance to any 
Maritime Power in Europe. And the finding out, as well 
as directing and encouraging proper Objects, on which to 
employ the Labour and Induſtry of the Planters in thoſe 
Settlements, will be conſider d amongſt the principal: Af- 
fairs of the State, and- to which the particular Concerns of 
any Company or Corporation for private Advantage, ought 
to give place; for a leſſer Public Good muſt yield to the 
greater, and it will ever be found of more Moment, to 
maintain a greater than a leſſer Number of Subjects, well 
employed to the Advantage of the Commonwealth. 


\ Tavs, having made Inquiry into the firſt Diſcovery of 
America, and obſerved on ſome of the principal Motives 


which induced the European Nations to plant Colonies, and 


make Settlements in that Part of the World; we ſhall 
now proceed to enter on the main Deſign propoſed in the 
Third and Laſt Place, namely, to give a Hiſtory of the 


Britiſh Plantations in their natural Order of Time, with 


fuitable Remarks on their Trade and Government. 


THE 
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VIRGINIA, &c. 


BOUT the Middle of the Reign of that great 
| A Princeſs, Elizabeth Queen of England, viz. in the 
Year 1584. Letters Patents were granted to Sir 

Walter Raleigh, and others in Company, for diſcovering 

new Lands in America, not hitherto poſſeſs'd by any Chri- 
flians. In Purſuance of which Grant, two ſmall Ships 
were fitted out by the Patentees; the one commanded by 

Capt. Philip Amidus, the other by Capt. Barlow; and, on 

the 27th of April in the fame Year, they ſail'd from the 
Thames, taking their Courſe by the Canary-Iands, towards 

the Weft-Indies ; and that being in thoſe Days the beſt- 
known and moſt frequented Rout to America, they paſſed 

by the Caribbee-T/lands, in the Beginning of June, and 

made the Coaſt of Florida on the 2d of Fuly ; failing along 

Shore about one hundred and twenty Miles, before they 

could find a convenient Harbour, At lait they debarked on 

a very low Land, which proved to be a ſmall Iſland called 

Wokokon ; 
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The Hiſtory of VIX GIN IA. 

Wokokon ; and after taking formal Poſſeſſion of the Country, 
in the Name of the Queen of England, they carried on a 
friendly Correſpondence with the Native Indians, who fur- 
niſhed them with great Variety of Fiſh and Veniſon for 
Proviſion, and gave them Furs and Deer-ſkins in Exchange 
for Trifles. Thus encouraged by the Natives, eight of the 
Company, in a Boat, went up the River Occam twenty 
Miles; and next Day in the Evening they came to an Iſland 
called Reanoak, which was about, ſeven Leagues from the 
Place where their Ships lay. Here they found the Reſidence 
of the Indian Chief, whoſe Name was Grangananeo ; his 
Houſe conſiſted of nine Apartments, built of Cedar, and 
fortified around with fharp Pieces of Timber ; his Wife 
came out to them, and ordered her People to carry them 
from the Boat on their Backs, and did many other civil 
Things, to expreſs her friendly Intention of making them 
heartily welcome, in the Abſence of her Huſband. They 
continued this Intercourſe with the Natives for ſome. time, 
ſill viewing the Situation of the adjacent Country; and 
after having obtain'd the beſt Information they could, of 
the Number and Strength of the Indian Nations 3 in that 
Neighbourhood, and of their Fewds and Alliances one with 
another, they return d to England about the Middle of 
September, and made ſuch an þ acer Report of the Fer- 
tility of the Soil, and the Healthineſs of the Climate, that 
the Queen, from thence forward, ſeem'd to favour the Pat- 
tentees Deſign of ſettling a, Colony in that Country, to 
which her Majeſty was pleaſed to give the Name of 


Vi rama. 
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Tas principal Undertakers in this Voyage were, 


Philip Ami dus, 
Arthur Barlow, 


Villiam Greenvill, 
FJobn Wood, 
James Browick, 
Henry Green, 
Benjamin . 20d, 
Simon Ferdi nando, 
Nicholas Peryman, 
John Hawes, 


5 Captains. 


g 


of the Company. 


SIR Walter Raleigh was ſo intent on the planting of 
this new Colony, that the Year following an Equipage was 


provided of ſeven Sail of Ships, 


who, under the Command 


of Sir Richard Greenvill, General, ſailed on the gth of April, 
1585. from Plymouth ; and purſuing the ſame Courſe, as 
had been taken the preceding Year, they arrived and came 
to an Anchor at Wokokon, on the 26th of May, and forth- 
with ſent their Compliments to the Indians at Roanoat : 

Then the General, taking one Week's Proviſion along with 
him, and a ſelect Company, made a Progreſs to the main 
Land, and viſited many Indian Towns; but unhappily, at 
one of them, the Indians having ſtolen a Silver Cup, the 
Engliſh were ſo indiſcreet in their n K. as to burn the 


Town, and deſtroy the Corn-fields; an i 


Iliafortunes which enſued. 


Preſage of thoſe 


THE General returning to his Fleet at Wokokon, 
thought fit to weigh his Anchors, and remove from thence 
to Hattaruſs ; where having reſted a little, ſome of the 
Indian Chiefs were entertain d on board the Admiral; and 


about 
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about the Beginning of Auguſt, the General himſelf return'd 
to England, and arrived at Plymouth the 18th of September, 
having left behind him an hundred and eight Perſons to 
ſettle a Colony at Roanoak ; amongſt whom were the fol- 
lowing Gentlemen, under the Command of Mr. Ralph 


Lane, viz, 
Philip Amidus, Admiral. Mr. Rogers, 


Mr. Thomas Harriot. Mr. Harry. 

Mr. Acton. Mr. Snelling. 

Mr. Stafford. Mr. Anthony Ruſſe. 
Mr. Thomas Luddington. Mr. Allen. 

Mr. Maruyn. Mr. Michael Polliſon. 
Capt. Vaughan. Mr. Thomas Buckner. 
Mr. Kendall. Mr. James Maſon. 
Mr. Gardiner. Mr. David Salter. 
Mr. Prideaux, Mr. James Skinner. 


Taz Compaſs of their Diſcovery towards the South 
reached no further than Secotan, which is about eighty 
es from Roanoak. They went Northwards, about 

one hundred and thirty Miles, to a Town on Chea/apeak ; 
and about the ſame Diſtance to the North-weſt, as far as 


Chowonock. 


THE Natives, whether to amuſe, or ſound the Incli- 
nations of theſe Strangers, had ſo filled their Heads with 
romantic Accounts of a numerous warlike Nation of In- 

dians, and a great King, ſome Days Journey from the Head 
of the River Moratock, where great Plenty of Pearls was to 
be found, as alſo large Quantities of Copper and other Me- 
tals, that Mr. Lane and all his Company became intent 
on this Diſcovery ; and too eaſily confiding in their pretended 
G Friend 
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Friend Wingino, who on the Death of his Brother Granga- 
nimeo, had changed his Name to Penni ſappan; they were 
over-perſuaded to go on an Expedition to viſit the Mo- 
ratocks, and the great Nation called the Mangoacks, when 
at the ſame time the treacherous Penni ſappan had privately 
ſent thoſe Indians Notice, that the Engliſb were coming to 
invade them ; whereupon they all fled up into the high 
Country, ſo that inſtead of that Friendſhip and Plenty 
which the Engliſb were encouraged to expect, they found 
themſelves one hundred and fixty Miles from Home, with 
only two Days Proviſion; hereupon Mr. Lane called a 
Council to adviſe what was fit to be done, for that he be- 
lieved the Savages had ſome treacherous Deſign in View : 
But the whole Company, except three, were reſolute to 
proceed at any Rate, and to ſee thoſe Indians called Man- 
goacks, either as Friends or Foes. 


MENATONON the King of the Chowonocks, who 
was lame, but an artfal cunning Fellow, and fuperior in 
Sagacity to all the reſt, told Mr. Lane, That he would fur- 
niſh them with Guides to the Mangoacks, or this Metal- 
Country, which tho' but one Day's Journey by Land, was 
ſeven by Water; and ſuch was their over-covetous Deſire 
to find out, and make ſome Trial of the Metal, that they 
proceeded under all theſe Hardſhips with great Chearfulneſs ; 
but after two Days Journey and their Victuals all ſpent, 
they heard a Voice from the Shore call Manteo, who was a 
ſerviceable and friendly Indian, that always attended them. 
Manteo return d a civil Anſwer, which they on Shore re- 
ply d to with a Song; that the Engliſb took for a friendly 
Welcome, until Manteo told them it was a ſure Sign that 
the Indians meant to fight; and immediately they let fly 


to 
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to do no harm, he preſently landed with his People, while the 
other Boat ſcoured the Shore. The Indians however being 
all fled, and no-where to be found, the next Morning they 
agreed to retutn to the Mouth of the River, which had coſt 
them four Days Labour to row up; here they were re- 
duced to feed on two Maſtiff-Dogs, which they had boil'd 
with Saſſafrax Leaves into Broth, and to faſt all the next 
Day, being Wind-bound ; the Day following they came to 
an Indian Town, where the Women ſupply'd them with a 
little freſh Fiſh, and the Day afterwards they return'd to 


their Settlement at Roanoak. 


ENSENORE, an old Man, and the Father of Pen. 
ni/appan, had been all along a great Friend to the Engliſb, 
from a firm Belief that the inviſible ſupreme Being, whom 
they called the God of the Engliſb, always aſſiſted them 


inſt their Enemies, and took care of all their Concerns ; _ 


for which Reaſon he often prevailed with his Son Penniſſap- 
pan, not only to deſiſt from his Intrigues againſt them, 
but even to do them many Acts of Kindneſs: Neverthe- 
leſs whilſt the Engliſb were at a Diſtance on their laſt Ex- 
ition to the Mangoacks, a Rumour was induſtriouſly 
ſpread at Roanoak, that moſt of them were ſlain, and that 
the reſt periſh'd in the Woods; which gave Penniſſappan a 
favourable Opportunity to perſuade his Father En/enore, 
that theſe were a wicked People, whom their God had for- 
faken, and left them to be deſtroyed ; upon this the old 
Man quite alter'd his way of thinking, and join'd with 
his Son in his Deſigns to do them all the Miſchief he could. 
But afterwards when they ſaw the Engliſb return in Health, 
and heard Manteo's Relation of the Advantages which they 
had every-where over the Indians, they alter'd their Tone ; 
and Ezſenore once more prevail d with Penniſſappan, to 
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think and act as formerly; for ſuch was the Renown and 
Credit of the Engliſh, at that time, amongſt all the Indians, 
that in a few Days after Mr. Lane and his People came 
back to Roanoak, Menatonon ſent his Ambaſſadors with 
Preſents of Pearl, and along with them Okifto King of the 
Woopomeoks, came voluntarily to ſubmit himſelf, and all his 
People, as Tributaries to the Queen of England; and when 
Oliſto with twenty-four of his principal Men, had acquaint- 
ed Penniſſappan with their Purpoſe, and fully declared their 
Reſolution to execute it at that time, it ſo changed the 
Heart of Penniſſappan, that at his Father's Requeſt, when 
the Engliſh were almoſt ſtarved for Want of Proviſions, he 
commanded his People to make Wires for them to catch 
Fiſh, and to replant thoſe Corn-Field, which they had be- 
fore reſolved to abandon, 


UNHAPPILY about this time, towards the latter End 
of April, old Enſenore died; on which Event Penniſſappan 
immediately renew'd his former Machinations and ill De- 
ſigns againſt the Engliſb; and under the Pretence of ſo- 
lemnizing Enſenore's Funeral, he had engaged Ok:/eo, the 
Tributary King, to get ſeven or eight hundred Men to- 
gether, and the Mandoages and the Cheaſepeaks were to bring 
as many more ; but half of them were to lie in Ambuſcade 
in order to cut off Stragglers, while the other half came 
forth, and appeared on a Signal to be given by Fire ; and 
twenty of Penniſſappan's beſt Men were ordered to beſet 
Mr. Lane's Houſe in the Night-time, and to put Fire to 
the Reeds that covered it ; and the like was to be done at 
the ſame time to Mr. Harriot's, and others, in order to give 
the Indians better Opportunity to knock all the principal 
Men on the Head, as they ran out naked to eſcape the Fire. 
In the mean time the Savages had concerted among them- 

ſelves, 
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ſelves, not to ſell any Thing to the Engliſb, and to ſpoil 
and deſtroy the Fiſhing-Wires in the Night-time, by which 
means Neceflity of Food would force them to diſperſe ; 
and indeed they were ſo miſerably pinched with Want at 
this time, that Mr. Lane was obliged to ſend Captain 
Stafford to Croaton, with twenty Men to ſeek Subſiſtence 
for themſelves, and look out for Ships paſſing along the 
Coaſt; he likewiſe ſent Mr. Prideaux, to Hattaraſs, on 
the ſame Account; and ſome other ſmall Parties were diſ- 

tched to the Main, to live on Roots and Oyſters, or what 


elſe they could find. 


PENNISSAPPAN all this while abſconded, leſt 
he ſhould be importuned for Proviſions, as alſo with the 
greater Security to concert his Schemes and wicked Pur- 

ſes ; however the Chowoneſts, a powerful, but more faith- 
ful People, were not ſo forward to come into his Meaſures 
as he expected; for they thew'd great Averſion to the falſe 
and malicious Reports, which Penniſſappan had cauſed to 
be raiſed againſt the Eugliſb; and this gave Mr. Lane the 
Opportunity and Means of diſcovering all their Plots to 
deſtroy the Settlement. Hereupon Mr. Lane ſent to acquaint 
Penniſſappan, that he was going to Croaton to meet a Fleet 
that was juſt then arrived, defiring he would ſend ſome of 
his People to fiſh and hunt. The Indian return'd Anſwer, 
that he would come himſelf to Roanoak ; but as he delay d 
above a Week, endeavouring to get his Men together, 
Mr. Lane judged it the fafeſt Way to prevent him ; for 
which Purpoſe he immediately ſent out ſome of his Peo- 
ple to deſtroy all the Canoes they could find about the Iſland; 
and the firſt they met with being overſet, they New the two 
Indians that were in it, and cut off their Heads. The 


Alarm thus given on all hands, the Indians flew to their Bows, 
and 
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and the Engliſb to their Arms; a few af the Natives were 
immediately killed, but all the reſt fled into the Woods : 
Next Morning Mr. Lane ſent to tell Penniſſappan, that as 
he was going to Croaton he intended to call on him in his Way, 
in order to diſcourſe Matters with him; the Indian did not 
chuſe to remove, but gay d for the coming of the Engliſh; 
and Mr. Lane finding him ſurrounded by ſome of his 
chief Men, immediately gave the Word to attack them : 
Penniſſappan himſelf was ſhot with a Piſtol, and dropp'd 
down for dead ; but preſently getting up, he run away, and 
would have eſcaped, had not an 1r:/þ Boy ſhot him again 
in the Buttocks ; whereupon they took him, and cut off 
his Head. 


ABourT a Week after this Action, Captain Stafford ſent 
a Meſſenger to acquaint Mr. Lane, that twenty-three Sail 
of Ships were in Sight on the Coaſt ; and next Day the 
Captain himſelf brought a Letter from Sir Francis Drake, 
to Mr. Lane, offering all Manner of Aſſiſtance to forward 
the Settlement. Accordingly a Ship of ſeventy Tons with 
one hundred Men, and four Months Proviſions, together 
with two Pinnaces, and four ſmall Boats, with every other 
Thing ſuitable, was immediately prepared to attend the Ser- 
vice of the Colony, under Mr. Lanes Direction: But a ſud- 
den Storm which laſted four Days, and threatned the whole 
Fleet with Shipwreck on that Coaſt, forced ſome of them 
out to Sea ; and particularly that Ship with all the Provi- 
ſions, deſign d for the Colony's Uſe : Notwithſtanding this 
unhappy Accident, Sir Francis was ſo generous, to appoint 
another Ship of one hundred and ſeventy Tons, with every 
Thing needful, as before, to attend on Mr. Lane, in order to 
bring him home to England, after he had finiſhed his Diſ- 
coveries, or as ſoon as he thought fit; but all the Com- 
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on Shore being acquainted herewith, and conſulted on 

the Occaſion, it was their unanimous Requeſt, that in Re- 

gard of the Miſeries which they had ſuffer'd, and the ſmall 

| Proſpect they had of Sir Richard Greenvill's Return, they 

might all be permitted to go home in the Fleet with Sir 

Francis Drake ; which being agreed to, they imbarked, and 
arrived at Port/mouth the 7th of Fuly, 1586. 


La TE in the Spring of the ſame Year 1586. Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and Company, ſent one Ship of an hundred Tons, 
well provided with all Things needful to ſuccour the Co- 
lony of Virginia: But not arriving before the People had 
left the Country, as above, this Ship return'd with all her 
Loading, to England ; and about fifteen Days after Sir 
Richard Greenvill arrived with three Ships, to relieve thoſe 
People he had left there, in the Year 1585. But neither 
finding them, nor the lait-mention'd Ship, as he expected, 
and obſerving that all their former Habitations were quite 
abandoned, Sir Richard, unwilling to loſe the Poſſeſſion of 
ſo good a Country, landed fifty of his Men on the Iſland 
of Roanoak, leaving them a plentiful Stock of Proviſion 
for two Years, and then return d himſelf to England, with 
the reſt of his People. 


In the Beginning of the Year 1587. Mr. John White 
was ſent, by the Company, Governor to the Colony of Vir- 
ginia, with three Sail of Ships, and on the 22d of Juiy they 
arrived at Hattaraſs ; the Governor forthwith diſpatched a 
| ſtrong Party to Roanoak, expecting to find the fifty Men, 
left there by Sir Richard Greenvill the Year before ; but 
the Fort was intirely defaced, and all the Houſes ſtanding 
empty and overgrown with Weeds ; finding no Veſtige of 
People, except the Bones of one Man, they ſet about re- 

pairing 
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pairing the old Building: and while they were at Work, 
Mr. George Howe a Member of the Council, headleſſly 
ſtraggling abroad, was killed by the Indians. Hereupon 
Manteo, the truſty Indian, whoſe Relations dwelt at Croa- 
ton, was ſent thither with Captain Stafford and twenty 
Men. At firſt, the Natives ſeem'd inclineable to fight, but 


as ſoon as they heard Manteo's Voice, they laid down their 


Arms, and became Friends, defiring the Engliſb would give 
them a Token to be known by, leſt hereafter they might 
be treated as Enemies by Miſtake, as it had once happen'd 
in their Friend Governor Lane's Time : Next Day a Con- 
ference was held, and the Indians undertook to go to the 
People of Secotan, Aguaſgacoch, and Peomerk, to renew 
the old Friendſhip between them, and the Engliſh; and 
in ſeven Days time they promiſed to bring their Kings and 
great Men, to confirm the fame at Roanoak ; amongſt 
other Things at that Conference, they told Captain Stafford, 
that Mr. Howe was killed by Men who belong'd to Win- 
gino, Daſſamonpeak, and Roanoak ; and that the fifty Men 
left by Sir Richard Greenvill, had been treacherouſly ſur- 
priſed by three hundred Indians from Secotan, Auaſgagoe, 
and Daſſamonpeał, who had ſet Fire to their Dwellings, 
killed ſome, and forced the reſt to fly in their Boat towards 
Hattaraſs ; where they remained a ſhort Time on a ſmall 
Iſland, and then departed they knew not whither. 


THe ſeven Days being expired, without any News of 
the Indians with the Chiefs they had promiſed to bring to 
Roanoak, and the Governor having received particular In- 
formation from the Croatons, that Mr. Howe's Death was 
chiefly occaſion d by the Indians of Daſſamonpeak ; who 
were alſo principally concern d in driving the Exgliſb from 
Roanoak, he determin'd forthwith to take a proper Revenge 

of 
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of thoſe People ; and accordingly with Captain Stafford, 
and twenty-four Men, of which Manteo was one, he ſet 
out on this Expedition : Next Morning by Break of Day 
they landed, and got beyond the Indian Houſes, and af- 
faulted them as they were fitting round the Fire; the mi- 
ſerable Creatures fled amongſt the Reeds, where one of them 
was ſhot through; but the Fury of the Aſſailants was ſoon 
allay'd, when they underſtood by an Indian Woman, and a 
Man who called on Captain Stafford by Name, and told 
him, that thoſe Indians whom he attacked were his Friends 
of Croaton, come thither to gather Corn; having learn d 
that the Daſ/amonpeaks, &c. on the Death of Mr. Howe, 
had fled from their Habitations, and lefr their Corn to be 
devoured by the Birds. 


Tax Engliſh finding themſelves diſappointed of their 
intended Revenge, and touch'd with Concern for what had 
happen'd to their Friends, only gather'd what Corn was 
ripe, and left the reſt growing for their Uſe. Manteo very 
juſtly imputed this Misfortune wholly to them, who had 
not kept their Promiſe in coming to the Governor at the 
Time they appointed. 


Two remarkable Things happen'd about this time, at 
Roanoak; wiz. on the 13th of Auguſt the friendly Indian 
Manteo was chriſten d; and on the 18th Eleanor, the Go- 
vernor's Daughter, and Wife to Ananias Dare, was de- 
liver'd of a Daughter, which being the arſt Child born in 
that Colony, was named Virginia. 


ALL Things being prepared for the Shipping to return 
to England, a ſudden Storm aroſe, which drove the Ad- 
miral out to Sea, while the beſt half of the Sailors were on 
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Shore; ſo that it was fix Days before the Ship could recover 
the Land, and a Diviſion happening at the ſame time in the 
Council, about pitching on one of their own Number, to 
be ſent home as Agent for the Colony, they generally de- 
clined accepting of the Employment, and unanimoufly in- 
fifted, that the Governor was the only fit Perfon to under- 
take it. Mr. White at laſt yielded to their Requeſt, after 
obtaining a Certificate under their Hands, of his Unwilting- 
nefs to leave his Command. 


Tux Names of the twelve Counſellors, who arrived on 
Board this Fleet at Virginia, were as follow, vix. 


Jobn White, Govern, Chriſtopher Cowper. Dionis Harvey. 
Roger Bayley. Thomas Stephen, Roger Pratt. 
Ananias Dare. Fohn Sampſon. George Howe. 
Simon Ferdinando. Thomas Smith. . Anthony Cage. 


Iv the Year 1589. Mr. John White return d with three 
Ships to Virginia, and arriv'd at Hattaraſs on the 15th of 
Auguſt ; but after having ſpent ſeveral Days, and much 
Labonr in vain, to find out the People he had left there 
two Years before, he was conſtrain d by the Scarcity of 
Provifion, bad Weather, and other unhappy Accidents, to 
return to England; from which Time. the famous Colony 
of Virginia was wholly neglected, and no other Attempt 
was made from England, to return to that Part of America 


until the Vear 1602. 


Tat Government of England, about this time, under 
the political Conduct of that great Princeſs Queen Eliæa- 
beth, made fo conſiderable a Figure, and held fo great a 
Share in all the public Aﬀairs of Europe, that the private 


Adventurers 
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Adventurers concern d in ſettling the Colony of Virginia, 
had not the Opportunity of receiving ſuch Aſſiſtance from 
the Public, as otherwiſe they might have expected; and 
being al ſo greatly diſcouraged by the continual Misfortunes 
that h d to them in the Proſecution of that Deſign, 
all further Projects of this Nature were laid aſide for ſome 
ib: by 


THE next Attempt from England to viſit the North- 
Continent of America, was made in the Beginning of the 
Year 1602. by Captain Goſſnell ; who, with thirty Hands 
in a ſmall Bark, failed from Dartmouth on the 26th of 
March, and made the Coaſt of America on the 11th of 
May; they afterward landed and paſſed ſome time amongſt 
a Number of ſmall Iſlands, where they found great Plenty 
of Cod-Fiſh': The firſt Iſland towards the Sea, they called 
Martha's Vixeyard; and the largeſt and faireft of all the 
reſt, they called E/izabeth's Ifland : But not being in a Con- 
dition to make any Settlement, they return'd to Exmouth on 
the 23d of July, in the fame Year. 


SOME of the moſt conſiderable Merchants of the City of 
Briſtol, in the Year 1603. fitted out two ſmall Ships, un- 
der the Command of Captain Martin Pring, and Robert 
Saltern, who had been Pilot to Captain Gœſinell the Year 
before ; and after they had viſited the ſame Places, and 
acted mnch in the ſame manner as Captain Gofmell had 
done, they return'd alſo, without — any Settlement, 
to England, in that memorable Year wherein the great 
Queen Elizabeth died. In the Beginning of March, 160g. 
which was in the ſecond Year of the Reign of James the Iſt, 
King of Great-Britain, the Right Honourable Thomas 
Arundel, Lord-Warder, ſent out Captain George Weymouth, 
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on Diſcovery, to the North-Coaſt of America ; and on the 
17th of May they made the Land on that Part of the Coaſt, 
afterwards called New-England : They paſſed by many 
ſmall Iſlands, and landed at the Bottom of a ſpacious Bay or 
Sound; they ſail'd up a navigable River. forty Miles in their 
Boat, ſet up Croſſes in ſeveral Places, had ſome Traffick 
with the Natives, and return'd to Dartmouth on the 18th 
Day of Fuly, in the ſame Year. 


' In the mean time, Captain Bartholomew Goſſnell had 
been indefatigable in his Application to inſpire as many 
Gentlemen as he could, with a Defire of reſettling the Co- 
lony of Virginia; and at laſt having prevailed with Captain 
John Smith, Mr. Eaward Maria Wing field, Mr. Robert 
Hunt, and others, to join with him in this laudable Deſign, 
they made ſo great an. Intereſt amongſt the Nobility, 
Gentry, and principal Merchants in London, that on ap- 
plying to the Court of Great-Britain for ſome Encourage- 
ment, to give the better Countenance to ſo uſeful an Un- 
dertaking, his Majeſty, by his Royal Letters Patent, was 
graciouſly pleaſed to eſtabliſh them in the Form of a Com- 
pany, and to give them certajn Rules of Government, by 
a ſtanding Council amongſt themſelves at home, as well as 
by an inferior one abroad, to execute every Thing needful 
to be done there. 


WuuIL E theſe Things were tranſacting, Care was taken 
to provide three Ships, one of an hundred, another of forty, 
and a third of twenty Tons; and the Conduct of the Voyage 
was given to Captain Cbriſtopber Newport, a ſkilful Ma- 
riner on the American Coaſt; but the Orders for Govern- 
ment were ſealed up in a Box, which was not to be open d; 
ſo that the Names of the Commanders and chief Officers 


could 
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could not be known amongſt them, until they arrived in 
Virginia. And as this was the firſt regular Settlement by 
public Authority in Virginia, from which therefore the 
Hiſtory of the Colony will commence with more Order in 
the Narration, as well as Certainty of the Facts to be re- 
lated, it will be convenient in this Place to give a ſhort De- 
ſcription of the Country. 


HITHERTO Virginia was underſtood to extend from 
thirty-four to forty-five Degrees of Northern Latitude, 
bounded by the Ocean to the Eaſt, Florida to the South, 
and Canada, or Neu- France, to the North; but towards 
the Weſt, unlimited and unknown. It is however intended 
here, to treat chiefly of that Part which was planted by the 
Engliſh in the Year 1606. reaching only from thirty-ſeven 
to thirty-nine Degrees of Latitude ; which continues at this 
Day to be the proper Bounds of the antient Colony, and 
Dominion of Virginia. 


TRE Coaſt of America, eſpecially towards Virginia, is 
greatly eſteem'd by Mariners, for its Safety ; becauſe as 
ſoon as they have Soundings, or can ſtrike Ground with the 
Lead, which is commonly in eighty or ninety Fathom 
Water, about forty or fifty Leagues from Shore, it ſhoals 
gradually; ſo that an experiencd Mariner can tell his 
Diſtance by the Depth of Water, the Land being ſo low, 
that in fifteen or twenty Fathom Water, you can ſcarce ſee 
it from the Maſt-head. | 


CoMiING to Virginia from Sea, you enter into the 
Bay of Cheaſeapeak, between the Capes Henry and Charles, 
twenty Miles Diſtance from each other; ſo named after the 
then Prince of Wales, and his Brother the Duke of Vr; 

I but 
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but the beſt Channel is cloſe aboard of Cape Henry, which 
hes exactly in 37 Degrees of North Latitude; fo that if 
the Sailor can depend on his Obſervation of the Latitude at 
Noon, the Day he expects to make the Land, he may 
ſafely venture in the Night-time to come in with the Cape, 
which is a bold bluff Point ; and by keeping the South 
Shore on board, he will come to a good Road in a large 
Bay, about two Leagues within the Cape, called Lynnhaven 
Bay, where the Shipping commonly wait for Pilots, and 
dikewiſe rendezvous there in Fleets, when outward-bound, 
in time of War. | 


Tuar Inlet or Arm of the Sea, called the Bay of 
Cheaſeapeak, ſtretches from the above Road directly North 
two hundred Miles in Length, and is from ten to fifteen 
Miles broad, but grows narrow towards the Bottom ; it 
receives many large Rivers from the Weſtern Shore, and a 
few ſmaller Streams from a narrow Slip of Land, a Penin- 
ſula to the Weſtward, which divides the Bay from the 


Tux firſt remarkable River in Virginia was formerly 
called Powwhatton, but now James River, which opens 
itſelf directly Weſt from Cape Henry ; it is near two Miles 
broad, and navigable for large Ships above one hundred 
Miles; the firſt Engliſb Settlement was made on the North 
Side of this River, about forty Miles up, and called James 
Town. | | 


FirrTttn Miles North from James River, there is 
another much of the ſame Bigneſs, called Vor River; it 
is navigable for large Ships above ſixty Miles up, and then 
divides itſelf into two large Branches, which are likewiſe 

navigable 
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navigable a confiderable way for Sloops and Baryes: At the 
Point of Divifion the Country is called Paumomtir, which 
was formerly the Indian Name for the whole River ; and 
that ſmall Slip of Land which divides 7ar# from Fames 
River, is eſteemed to be a very rich Soil, producing at this 
Time the beſt Tobacco in all that Country, known by the 
Name of /iveet-/cented Tobacco, which will bear a cloſer 
Package than-any other, and therefore is often ſtripped from 
the Stalk. before it is preſſed into the Hogſhead; by which 
means, one Cask of this Tobacco will weigh: from fifteen 
hundred to two thouſand Pounds Weight; and ſome parti- 
cular Crops of the moſt careful Planters of this Commodity 
have frequently been fold on the Key at the Port of London 
for twelve Pence per Pound. 


THERE are many ſmall Streams and Branches, which 
in the Courſe of theſe large Rivers fall into them on both 
Sides, and contribute to make this Country'vaſtly commo- 
dious for Traffick, as well as exceedingly pleaſant to rhe 
Inhabitants : But there are two very remarkable Inlets of 
Water, or Creeks, navigable with the. Tide by any kind of 
Shallop or flat-bottom'd Boat: The one enters from James 
River, and ſtretches North acroſs the Land about five 
Miles, to a good Landing-phce ; the other in like manner 
runs South from Vr River up into the Land: So that 
there is a Space only of one Mile between the Landings of 
theſe two Creeks, which being a dry gravelly wholeſome 
Soil, was formerly an Indian Settlement, and is now be- 
come the chief Seat of Government in Virginia, called 
Williamsurgh; which, by means of the ſaid two Creeks, 
commands the Navigation both of James and York Rivers; 
for it was obſerved, that James Town, and every other 


Settlement on a River Side, where the Water was brackiſh, 
produced 
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produced flow intermitting Fevers and Agues, whereas the 
above Situation of the Town of Villiamsburgb, being per- 
fectly dry, and removed at ſome: Diſtance from that Nui- 
fance, is found to be very healthy, and free from any 
ſuch Inconvenience. 


Ar about ten Miles from York River, there is a (wall 
Stream navigable thirty Miles up, called 'Piancotank, and 
twenty Miles further you come to another large River, 
called Rappahannock, which is two Miles broad, and navi- 
gable with large Ships one hundred and thirty Miles. 


FROM Rappahannock you croſs a Tract of Land about 
eighteen Miles, called the Northern Neck, to the great 
River Potowmaek ; which at this time divides the Colony 
of Virginia from that of Maryland.. This River, at the 
Mouth where it falls into the Bay of Chea/eapeak, is ſeven 
Miles wide, and is navigable one hundred and forty Miles 
up to the Falls, where it is divided into ſeveral Branches, 


one whereof extends North-weſt a great way, and another 


ſtretches South-weſt, and comes out from behind the high 
Ridge of Mountains, called the Appallockian Hills, that 
divide the Waters which -run Eaſtward into the Sea, from 
thoſe which flow Weſtward, and fall into the — River 


Meſaſſpps. 


Tax Country of Virginia, one hundred and fifty Miles 
up from the Sea, is for the moſt part a low ſandy Soil, 
without any Stones, and covered with a black and light, 
but rich Mould, not above fix or eight Inches deep; which, 
if it be at any time ploughed up to the Bottom, will imme- 
diately wear out, and become barren; but if you do not 
ſuffer the Plough to reach above four or five Inches, and 

take 
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take only one Crop of Corn in four Years, the Soil will 
thicken, and never wear out, yielding increaſe of Wheat 
from twelve to fifteen for one; and where they uſe Dung, 
a great deal more : Thus on new Land, after the Expence 
and Labour of cutting down and clearing the Wood, one 
Husbandman, with a Yoke of Oxen, or a pair of ſmall 
Horſes in his Plough, will be able to raiſe more Grain than 
two Men and three times as many Cattle can do in England ; 
for the Sun in that Climate has ſuch Power to meliorate 
that light, but kindly Soil, that if the Seed is but covered, 
it will produce any thing ; but for the ſame Reaſon, all 
manner of Weeds ſpring up ſo faſt, that there is an abſo- 
lute Neeeffity of weeding the Corn once, and the Tobacco 
3 a cootiondlly, $9 deep . Lom bring 


Tak Fleet above-mentioned, conſiſting of three Sail of 
ſmall Ships, commanded by Captain Newport, failed from 
Blackwall on the 19th of — 1606 ; but being de- 
tained by contrary Winds and bad Weather on the Coaſt of 
England ſix Weeks, and afterwards * ＋ their Courſe by 
the Canaries to the Meſt-Indies, their Curioſity tempted 
them to ſpend ſo much Time at Dominico and other Iſlands, 
that they could ſcarce find their Way to that Part of the 
Continent to which they were bound ; at the ſame time 
ſome Diſputes ariſing amongſt them, whether they ſhould 
return back to England, a ſudden Storm obliged them to 
lie too for a while, and drove them by mere Accident on 
Cape Henry, at the Entrance of the Bay of Cbeqſecpeał, 


about the Beginning of May. 


Tus lucky Event ſo revived their Spirits, that about 


thirty of them chearfully NY where care · 
leſſly 
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leſſly diverting themſelves without their Arms, five Indians 
attacked them, and two of the Engliſh were dangerouſly 
wounded : Nevertheleſs, that very Night the Box was 
open'd, and the Orders of Government being read, it was 
found, that Bartholomew Goſſnell, Fobn Martin, Edward 
W. ing field, Chriſtopher Newport, John Smith, Jobn Ratt- 
cliff, and George Kendall, were appointed to be the Coun- 
cil, and directed to chuſe out of their own Number, a 
Preſident for the Year, And after a few Days were em- 
ployed in finding out a convenient Place to ſettle in, they 
made choice of that Spot on the North Side of James 
River, ever ſince called James Town ;, and on the 13th of 
May, the Members of the Council being all ſworn, they 
choſe Mr. Wingfield Preſident ; but by reaſon of ſome Ani- 
moſity and Jealouſy which prevailed amongſt them, Capt. 
Fohn Smith was not then admitted to take his Place in the 
Council. 


ALL Hands were now employed in one ſort of Buſineſs 
or other, and the Indians came frequently in a kindly 
manner to viſit them; but the Preſident, out of an over- 
careful Fear of giving Umbrage and Suſpicion to the Na- 
tives, would not permit any other Fortification to be made, 
than throwing together ſome Branches of Trees in the Form 
of a Semicircle ; nor would he, for the fame Reaſon, permit 
the Men to be exerciſed in Arms. 


CAPTAIN Newport and Captain Smith, with twenty 
Men, were ſent up to diſcover the Head of James River, 
and in fix Days they reach'd the Falls, where, on a riſing 
Ground, they found a ſmall Indian Town, called Powbat- 
ton, and were every-where kindly treated by the Indians; 
but as they return d, within twenty Miles of James Town, 

they 
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they were inform'd, that the Indians had attacked the Set- 
tlement ; and next Day, when they arrived there, they 
found ſeventeen of their Companions wounded, and a Boy 


killed, the Natives having ſurprized them all at Work, and 


their Arms not ſo much as unſtow d out of the Fats. Here- 
upon the Preſident condeſcended, that the Fort ſhould be 
palliſadoed, the Ordnance mounted, and the Men daily 
exerciſed, as well as a conſtant Guard kept; for the Indians 
were continually lying in wait to hurt the People as they 
ſtraggled abroad, ſo that there was great Need of a careful 
Watch, and good Diſcipline; in all which, Captain Smith 
thewed ſuch Courage and Conduct, that the whole Com- 
pany inſiſted on his being admitted to take his Place in the 
Council; which was no ſooner agreed to, but the Indians 
began to ſue for Peace: And all Things being at this time 
prepared for Captain Nezeport's Return with the Shipping, 
he departed from Virginia in the latter End of June, 
leaving behind him about one hundred Perſons, who may 
properly be called the firſt Planters of that Colony. 


As a diſintereſted Deſire of Power, with the pure In- 
tent of doing Good to Mankind, or to that particular So- 
ciety we are engaged in, is a moſt amiable and divine 
Principle, ſo the pernicious Arts which are too commonly 
made uſe of to engroſs to ourſelves Power, with no other 
Deſign but to ſooth thoſe Paſſions that are evidently de- 
ſtructive to all Society, are monſtrous and abominable ; and 
this is no-where more clearly exemplified, than at the 

inning of a new Settlement in a foreign Colony, where 
the Perſons deputed to govern are at a Diſtance from their 
Conſtituents, and conſequently, from under the Awe of 
that ſuperior Direction and Experience which gave them 


Authority, 
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No fooner were the Ships gone, but the Men began to 
feet a ſenſible Want of many kttle Conveniencies, ſuch as 
fall tities of Biſquet and Beer, which, the Saifors 
nſed to bring on Shore to exchange with them for Trifles, 
or perhaps give it gratis for Relief to their Friends: The 
Prefident, who choſe to live as well as he conid, by 
engroſſing every thing to himſelf, took no manner of Care 
what became of the reſt, further than giving them indiffe- 
rently the' poor Allowance of half a Pint of Wheat, and 
as much Barley a Day per Man, which in the common 
Kettle was boiled in Water ſor their Suſtenance. This 
miſerable Diet, together with hard Work during the whole 
Summer, in ſo hot a Climate, brought a general Sicknefs 
amongft them; ſo that before the latter end of September 
fifty died, of which Number Captain Gofſne/! was one. 


ABovurT this Time it was diſcover'd, that the Preſident, 
apprehending the Miſery and Want which himfelf would 
be at laſt reduced to, had form'd a Deſign of carrying off 
the Pinnace with a few Hands, and of deferting the Set- 
ttement ; which ſo rouſed the Spirits of all the People, that 
they unanimouſly depoſed him, and choſe Captain Ratteliff 
in his Room : Soon afterwards, by the Surgeon's Care, and 
the Approach of a cooler Seaſon, they began in general to 
recover Health ; yet it was found, that by the late Pre- 
ſident's voluptuons and ill Management, the Proviſions 
were all ſpent, which muſt certainly have put an End to 
the Settlement, if the Savages had not been inſpired with a 
ſudden and friendly Inclination to furniſh the Exgliſb with 
Plenty of Corn, and every other kind of Proviſion they 
could afford. 


THE 


The Hiſtory VIIGIN II. 


Tax new Preſident, t 
had the chief Direction, being both indolent and weak in 
their judgment of Things, fit to commit the 
Conduct of Buſineſs abroad to Captain Smith, who by his 
awn laborious and indefatigable Example, made all the 
People exert themſelves in an extraordinary manner: But 
that great Plenty of Corn which had for ſome 
time among the Iadians, being at laſt gone with. the Seaſon, 
and no more left than what was necdful for Winter-ſtore 
to themſelves, Captain Smith, with a few of the ableſt 
Hands, took the Shallop, and went down to the Mouth of 
the River as far as Kocoughtan, in queſt of more Provi- 
ſion. 


On the Captain's with his People, the Hudians 
in that Part of the Country began to ridicule him, by offer- 
ing a handful of Corn at a Diſtance, as if they imagined 
that the Engliſh were all juſt ready to periſh with Famine; 
but the Captain made no Hefitation to anfwer their inſolent 
— with a Volly of Shot, which immediately diſ- 
perſed them into the Woods. Then marching up to their 
Habitations he ſaw great Heaps of Corn, but would not 
ſuffer his Men, at that Inſtant, to purſue: their ſtrong Incli- 
nation to plunder, becauſe, as it really happened, he 
ſuſpected that the Indians would loſe no Time to attack 
him; and accordingly, they forthwith appeared in the moſt 
dreadful manner, hideouſly painted, with their Idol, which 
they called Okee, dreſſed up in Rags, and carried before 
them, The Captain, however, received their Charge, and 
returned his Fire ſo effectually, as to kill ſome of them on 
the Spot, which made the reſt fly, and. leave Oũee behind 
them : But preſently after, they ſent one of their chief 

Men 


with Mr. Martin, who 
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Men to deſire Peace, and to offer Terms for the Redemp. 
tion of their Idol. In Anſwer, Captain Smith told them, 
That if they would ſend fix of their People unarm'd, to load 
his Boat with Corn, he would not only be their Friend, but 
reſtore their Okee, and give them Beads and Hatchets be- 
ſides. They readily accepted the Offer, and both Parties be- 
ing thus well contented, the Indians brought in great Plenty 
of Veniſon, Turkies, and other wild Fowl, alſo Bread, and 
a Share of every Thing they had; continuing to ſing and 
dance with all poſſible Marks of Friendſhip, as long as the 
Captain ſtay'd. | 


ON the Captain's Return to Fames Town, he obſerved 
their ill Conduct, in careleſsly conſuming what was got from 
Hand to Mouth, without taking any Thought for the fu- 
ture ; and therefore he order'd the Pinnace to be got ready, 
and well fitted, with Intent to go himſelf in queſt of Pro- 
viſion for the whole Year ; and in the mean time he made 
three or four ſmall Trips, in one of which he diſcover'd the 
People of Cbilabamania; but what ſmall Supply he brought 
from thence was ſoon ſpent ; and Meſſieurs Wing field and 
Kendall, who were in Diſgrace, ſeeing Things every-where 
neglected in Captain Smith's Abſence, and the whole Com- 
pany diſſatisfied with the Preſident's and his Friend Martin's 
Conduct, they endeavour'd, amongſt the Sailors and ſome 
few more of the People, to regain a little Credit ; and ſo 
treacherouſly form'd a Deſign to carry off the Pinnace, 
which was fitting up for Captain Smith's Uſe ; and by that 
Means, to go for England. But Captain Smith returning 
much ſooner than they expected, the Plot was diſcover'd to 
him juſt in time ; for they had already got on Board the 
Pinnace, and reſolved to depart, when Captain Smithattack'd 


them 
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them in the River, and brought them on Shore by Force of 
Arms, in which Scuffle Captain Kendall loſt his Life. 


Tux Engliſh at this time were daily receiving ſuch wel- 
come Supplies of Corn from their new Acquaintance, and 
good Friends the Indians, on the River Chikahamanta, and 
the Winter-Seaſon produced ſuch Swarms of Geeſe, Ducks, 
and all Manner of Wild-Fowl, that they continued feaſting 
for ſome time, and forgot their uſual Jarring and Diſputing 
while they wallowed in Plenty ; neither was any more Talk 
amongſt them of returning to England. Yet this ſeeming 
Tranquillity laſted but a ſhort Space ; for when the Corn 

| 1 again to be ſcarce, they not only murmured, but open- 
ly complained of Captain Smith in the Council, as if he had 
not uſed his utmoſt Diligence, in diſcovering the uppermoſt 
Parts of the River Chikahamania, where ſo great Plenty 
was to be had : The Captain, not a little provoked at ſo ma- 
licious a Charge, was forthwith determin'd to make another 
bold Puſh in that Quarter ; but after cutting many large 
Trees aſunder, as well as through other laborious and great 
Difficulties, he had carried his Barge as far up the River as 
it was poſſible, he left her in a broad Place out of the Dan- 
ger of any Shot, giving ſtrict Orders, that none of the People 
ſhould attempt to go on Shore until he return'd, whilſt him- 
ſelf, with two Engli/hmen, and two Indians, went up higher 
in a Canoe, But he had not been long abſent, before they 
in the Barge, fooliſhly diſobeying the Orders given, went on 
Shore, and not being on their Guard, the Indians flew one 
of them, and had like to have cut off the Boat with all 


the reſt. 


THE Captain was now got into the Marſhes on the Head 


of the River, and while he was a hunting with the two In- 
| | dians 
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dians among the Buſhes, his two Men, Jobn Robinſon and 


Thomas Entry, were killed, it is ſuppoſed, as they were aſleep, - 
by the Canoe ; and immediately the Captain was ſurrounded 
by two hundred Savages, two of whom he inſtantly ſhot 
dead, and ſtill continued fighting and defending himſelf by 
the Help of one of his Indian Guides, who with his Garters 
wastyed to his left Arm, to ſerve him, for a Shield. Nevertheleſs 
the Captain was ſhot in the Thigh, and a great many Arrows 
ſtuck in his Cloaths, without piercing /o far as to hurt him, 
The Captain ſtill keeping his Eye fixed on the Enemy, more 
than the Path, he continued his flow March, endeavouring 
to reach the Canoe, when of a ſudden, he, together with the 
Indian that was tyed to him, fell into an oozey Creek up to 
the Middle, where they ſtuck ſo faſt that it was impoſſible 
for him to get out without Help ; in this miſerable Condi- 
tion he was obliged to throw away his Arms, and to capi- 
tulate with his Enemies to take him out, being almoſt pe- 
riſhed with Cold. 


Tu E ſurpriſing Circumſtances of Captain Smrzh's being 
detained ſeven Weeks a Priſoner amongſt the Indians, the 
Manner of their Triumphs and Conjurations on that Occa- 
fion, and the various artificial Turns of the Captain's Conduct 
and Management with thoſe barbarous People, not only to 
fave his own Life, but to keep them from makinganyAttempt 
on the Settlement at James Town, are ſuch uncommon 
Singularities, as merit in this Place to be particularly 
narrated. 


Wu the Indians had dug the Captain out of the Mud, 
they carried him to the Fire, and carefully chafed his be- 
numb'd Limbs, until he recover'd himſelf ſo far as to in- 
quire who was the Commander or chief Man amongſt them; 

| and 
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and they pointing to Opochancanough, King of Paumon lee, 
the Captain took out of his Pocket a double Ivory-Compaſs 
Dial, and made a Preſent of it to the Indian; and as they 
ſeem d to be vaſtly entertain'd with obſerving the Motion of 

the Needle under the Glaſs, and 'the other Ornaments of 
that little Machine, the Captain took that Occaſion to 
explain to them, in ſome meaſure, from the Figure of the 
Dial, the globular Form of the Earth, the diurnal Motion 
of the Sun, Moon and Stars, the Greatneſs of the Land and 
Sea, the Diverſity of Nations, Variety of Complexions, and 
how the Engliſh were Antipodes to them; to all which they 
gave ſolemn Attention, and ſtood in Amazement for ſome 
time ; but preſently afterwards they tyed the Captain to a 
Tree, and as many as could ſtand around, prepared them- 
ſelves to ſhoot at him, when inſtantly the King holding up 
the Compaſs in his Hand, they all drop'd their Bows and 
Arrows; and then led Captain Smith in a triumphant Man- 
ner to a hunting Village not far off, whither they marched 
in great Order, with their King in the Middle, and Captain 
Smith's Arms carried in Triumph before him. The Captain 
followed, or rather was led, after the King, by two large 
Indians, holding him faſt by each Arm, while fix marched 
on each Side of the Priſoner, with their Arrows notched ; 
when they arrived at the Town called Arapacks, the Wo- 
men and Children flock'd out to ſtare on him, and the Bow- 
men perform'd. an Exerciſe by certain Evolutions ; then 
turn'd themſelveſs into a Circle around the King and the 
Priſoner, who ſtood guarded in the Centre ; then they all 
danced around with dreadful Shriekings and Noiſe, every 
Man being hideouſly painted, with a Quiver of Arrows and 
a large Club at his Back, a Fox or Otter's Skin on his 
Arm, his Bow in his Hand, and the Skin of a large Bird 


with the Wings ſtretched out on his Head, together with a 
K Piece 
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Piece of Copper, a white Shell, and a huge Feather, with 
a Rattle of a Snake's Tail, or ſome ſuch Toy, hung to it. 


AFTER dancing three times round, they departed, and 
then the Captain was conducted to a long Room, where 
forty tall Fellows were appointed for his Guard ; and ſoon 
after that a great Quantity of Bread, Veniſon, and other 
Eatables, were ſet before him ; and when the Priſoner had 
done eating as much as. ſatisfied him, the Remainder was 
carefully put by till Midnight, when they brought in a freſh 
Quantity, eating only themſelves what was left at Noon ; 
and thus they continued to do every twelve Hours, which 
made the Captain ſuſpect, that they intended to fatten him 
up for a Sacrifice; and while under this deſperate uncertain 
Condition, he was ready to periſh with Cold, an Indian called 
Mancaſſater brought him his Gown, in grateful Return for 
ſome Beads, and other Toys, he had received from the 
Captain, at his firſt Arrival in Virginia. 


_ ABovr two Days after this, a certain Indian, whoſe Son 
was dying of the Wounds he had received, attempted to kill 
Captain Smith ; but he was prevented by the Guard, who 
carried the Priſoner directly to the dying Man, in Expecta- 
tion that he could recover him. The Captain told them, he 
had a Medicine at James Town, which would effectually do 
it ; but they did not incline to truſt him with the Liberty 
of going thither, to fetch it; and having form'd a Deſign 
to attack the Engliſb Fort, they mightily deſired to engage 
Captain Smith to aſſiſt them; for which End they offer d 
not only to ſecure his Life, but alſo to give him large Poſ- 
ſeſſions in Land, and to provide young Women for him, 
and all Manner of Plenty. The Captain, with great Judg- 
ment and Art, made Uſe of this Opportunity, by writing in. 

his 
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his Pocket-Book, to advertiſe his Friends at James Town, 
how they might both defend themſelves, and frighten the 
Indians; For this purpoſe, he directed them, on the Arrival 


of the Indian Meſſengers, to exerciſe their People in Arms, 


and to- diſcharge the Artillery in the grandeſt Manner they 
could, and not to fail putting the Things he had ſent for, 


in a certain Place, which he had marked to them, without 


the Fort. At the ſame time he gave the Indians moſt ter- 


rible Accounts of Mines, great Guns, and other warlike' 


Engines, made uſe of by the Engh/þ againſt their Enemies, 
which ſeem'd both to frighten and amaze them ; however 
the Meſſengers proceeded with the Captain's Directions to 


James Town, in the Midſt of extreme cold Weather. But 
when they had delivered their Meflage at the Fort, and faw* 
the Engliſh ſally forth in ſuch a ſurprifing Manner, as the 


| Captain had deſcribed to them, together with the Noiſe 


* 
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which the Cannon, and other Fire-works, made at the ſame” 
time; it ſo frighten d the Meſſengers, that they fled into 


the Woods, and when they ventured to return again in the 
Evening to that Place without the Fort, where the Captain 


had directed them, they found all the Things which he ex- 
pected to be ſent by them 


On the Return of this Meſſage the Indians were afto- 


niſh'd, how the Captain could thus foretell Things to 
come, and make his little Pocket-Book ſpeak. They in 


a manner worſhip'd him; and carried him about as a Shew 
to all the Indian Nations around, both at Rappahannock and 
Potowmack Rivers, and ſo return d back through every In- 


Jian Town in their Way to the King's Habitation, at Paw- 


montee, where the poor Priſoner was entertain d with fright- 


ful Conjurations. 


K 2 IN 


68 


The Hiſtory of VIRGINIA. 


In the Morning early the Priſoner was brought into a 
long Room with a Fire, and Mats being ſpread on each 
Side, he was made to fit down, and the Guards were or- 
der'd out. Then came ſkipping in a grim Fellow, bedaub'd 
with Coal and Oil; he had a great many Snakes and Weaſels 
Skins, ſtuffed with Moſs, and their Tails together hanging 
over his Head in a Taſſel; round about which was a Coro- 
net of Feathers, that hung down to his Shoulders, and al- 
moſt cover d his Face: Thus, with a Rattle in his Hand, and 
making uſe of ſtrange uncouth Geſtures, he exalted a hol- 
low dreadful Voice, and began his Invocation by making a 
Circle of Meal round the Fire; then three more ſuch Devils 
as himſelf, painted half black, half red, came ruſhing in, 
playing the like antic Tricks; and when they had danced 
about the Priſoner a little while, there came in three more, 
with red Eyes and white Streaks over their black Faces, as 
ugly as the former; at laſt they ſat down three on each 
Side of the Chief - prieſt, oppoſite to the Captain; and after 
ſinging a Song, the Prieſt laid down five Wheat Corns; then 
ſtraining with his Arms, until the Veins ſwelled, he began an 
Oration, which ended, they all gave a huge Groan, and he 
laid down three Grains more; after this they ſung again 
with another Oration, laying down other three Grains, and 
ſo continued to do, until they had made three Circles round 
the Fire; then they took a Bunch of little Sticks, prepared 
for that Purpoſe, and ſtill going on with their Devotion, at 
the End of every Song and Oration ; they laid down a Stick 
betwixt every Diviſion of Corn, which they continued doing 
all Day long, without eatidg or drinking till late at Night; 
but then they feaſted merrily, with the beſt Proviſions they 
could get; and after repeating this tedious Ceremony for 
three or four Days ſucceſſively, they told Captain Smith, 

That 
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That their Meaning was to diſcover, whether he intended 
them Good or III; that the Circle of Meal ſignified their 
Country; the Circles of Corn were the Bounds of the Sea; 
and by the Sticks, was meant his Country; for they ima- 
gined the World to be round and flat, like a Trencher, and 
themſelves to be in the Middle of it. After this, they 
brought out a Bag of Gunpowder, which they told Captain 
Smith, they intended in the Spring to plant, as they did their 
Corn, being they much deſired to know the Nature of that 


Seed. The Priſoner was then invited to the King's Brother's 


Houſe, where he was plentifully entertain d; but altho' 
none of them would at any time eat along with him, at 
their Return to the King of the Pawmonkees, all the Wo- 
men and Children flocked about the Captain, and ſhared 
always amongſt them what Victuals he left. 


Ls r of all, the Priſoner was carried to Meronocomace, 
the Seat of their great Emperor Powbatton, to whom they 
were formally introduced, as he fate, in a ſolemn Manner, 
on a wooden Bench before a great Fire, cover'd with a Robe 
of Racoon Skins, There ſate on each Side of the Emperor a 
young Woman, and on each Side of the Room two Rows of 
Men, and as many Women behind them, with all their 
Hands and Shoulders painted red ; at the Captain's Entrance 
before this Prince, all the People gave a Shout, and the 
Queen of Appomatock was appointed to bring Water to waſh 
his Hands, and another brought him a Bunch of Feathers, 
inſtead of a Towel, to dry them. After this, having feaſted 
the Priſoner in the grandeſt Manner they could, a long Con- 
ſultation was held amongſt them ; at the Concluſion where- 
of, two great Stones were placed before the Emperor Porw- 
batton ; then as many as could, laid Hands on the Priſoner, 
and dragging him towards the Stones, they put his Head on 


them, 
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them, and immediately prepared themſelves with great Clubs 
to knock out his Brains; but at this very Inſtant, Poco- 
hontas the King's favourite Daughter, after ſhe found no 
Intreaties could prevail, flew to the Block ; and taking Captain 
Smith's Head in her Arms, ſhe laid her own upon it to ſave 
him from Death; which ſurpriſing Event moved the Em- 
peror to tell the Priſoner, that he ſhould live to make 
Hatchets for him, and Bells and other Ornaments for his 
Daughter Pocohontas. 


Ix about two Days, Potobatton having drefs'd himſelf 
up in a moſt frightful Manner, cauſed Captain Smith to be 
broughr into a large Houſe, ſtanding by itſelf in the Woods, 
where he was placed on a Mat by the Fire-fide, and fo left 
quite alone ; ſoon afterwards the Captain heard from behind 
a Mat, which divided the Houſe like a Curtain, a moſt dole- 
ful and unpleaſant Noiſe; then appeared the Emperor Pow- 
hatton, more like a Devil than a Man, at the Head of two 
hundred as black as himſelf ; and as he approached Captain 
Smith, he told him, that now they were good Friends to- 
gether, he intended to ſend him to James Town, from 
whence he deſired the Captain would order two great Guns 
and a Grind-ſtone to be ſent to him; for which Powhatton 
would give him in Return the Country of Capahowofrok, and 
for ever eſteem him as his Son Nantaquond. Accordingly 
the Captain was immediately diſpatch'd Home with twelve 
Guides; but as they were obliged to lie all that Night in the 
Woods, the Captain could not ſhake off the Apprehenſions 
he had all along had every Moment, until the next Morning 
early, when they arrived at the Engliſb Fort; where, after 
the Captain had entertain d. his Conductors in the moſt ge- 
nerous Manner, he ſhew'd to Raubunt, Powhatton's Servant, 
two Demi-culverins and a Mill-ſtone, to be carried to his 
Maſter ; 
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Maſter; but beſides that the Preſent was rather too weighty 
for them, when they ſaw the great Guns that were loaded 
with Stones, diſcharged at a huge great Tree, from which 
the Boughs, full of Iſicles, came tumbling' down with a 
dreadful Noiſe, the poor Indians run away half dead with 
Fear ; after a little time, being perſuaded to return, Captain 
Smith gave them a great many Toys, and likewiſe ſent ſuch 
handſome Preſents to Powhatton, his Women, and Children, 
as fully contented them. 


CArralx Smith found all Things at James Town in 
great Diſorder; another diſcontented Party made a third At- 
tempt to run away with the Pinnace ; which the Captain 

prevented with the Hazard of his Life, by endeavour- 
ing to ſink the Veſſel with Cannon-ſhot, and driving the 
Deſerters on Shore by Force of Arms, Their Spleen againſt 
Captain Smith was ſuch, that ſome of them, in Concert with 
the Preſident, form'd a Deſign againſt his Life; by ſpiriting 
up one or two caſuiſtical Lawyers to inſiſt, that the Captain 
ought to be try'd by the Levitical Law, for the Death of 
Robinſon and Entry, who had periſh'd by his Means ; but 
the Captain's invincible Spirit ſoon got the better of theſe 
Artifices, by ſending the pretended Lawyers Priſoners to 
England. 


In the mean time the Princeſs Pocohontas was ſure, 
once in five or fix Days, with her Attendants, to bring a 
plentiful Load of Proviſions to the Exgliſb Fort; without 
which they neither could have ſubſiſted, nor would Captain 
Smith have been able to prevent their Deſertion. 


WulLE Captain Smith remain'd a Priſbner 
the Indians, he had told them That much about this Time, 
Captain 
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Captain Newport, whom he uſed to call his Father, would 
arrive with a freſh Supply of Men and Proviſions from Eng- 
land ; and it ſo happening as the Captain had foretold, the 
Indians from thence had conceived a prodigious Reſpect and 
Veneration for him; and gave ſuch intire Credit to 
Thing he ſaid, that they contentedly ſubmitted to let him 
ſettle the ſtated Price and Value of every Thing brought to 
Market ; ſo that for ſome time, they purchaſed what Pro- 
viſions they wanted from the Indians, at a very moderate 
Rate ; yet this laſted but a ſhort while, for the Preſident 
and ſome others of the Council, were ſo indiſcreetly jealous 
of Captain Smiths Reputation with the Savages, and ſo much 
envied his Credit amongſt them, that they induſtriouſly gave 
a great deal more than Captain Smith allowed, in Exchange 
for Corn, &c. thinking thereby to raiſe their own Cha- 
racters and Authority amongſt the Indians, far above Captain 
Smith's : This, together with the unbounded Liberty given 
to the common Sailors at that time, of trading with the 
Indians in what Manner they pleaſed, ſo ſpoil'd the Market, 
that the Indians became exorbitant in their Demands, and 
would not ſell for a Pound Weight of Copper, what a little 
before they would chearfully have given for an Ounce. 


In the mean time, the Emperor Pewhatton, who had 
from Smith's Report, already conceived a mighty Opinion of 
Captain Newport, was now fully confirm'd in thoſe Senti- 
ments, by the large Preſents which Newport had ſent him; 
and the Captain again on his Part, being no leſs puffed up 
with a Conceit of the Emperor's Grandeur, they burn'd 
with a mutual Defire of ſeeing each other. When the 
Pinnace was prepared, and all Things put in the beſt Order, 
to convoy Captain Newport, Captain Smith, and Mr. Scri- 
dener, a new Member of the Council from England, and a 


Retinue 
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Retinue to the Number of forty Perſons, on this Viſit; 
they no ſooner arrived at Vorococomoco, but the Idea which 
Newport had conceived of Powhatton's Greatneſs, filled his 
Head with Doubt and Fear, leſt fome Trap ſhould be laid 
for them ; to remove which, Smith undertook to go on 
Shore, at the Head of twenty Men, and to clear the Way 
for the reſt to follow him ; when Captain Smith landed, 
he found there were ſo many ozey Creeks to paſs, by the 
Help of a few Sticks careleſsly laid over, by way of a 
Bridge, that he himſelf ſuſpected ſome Treachery ; and there- 
fore keeping ſome of the Indians behind with him, he made 
the reſt conduct one Half of his Men over, and then fol- 
low'd himſelf quite up to the Indian Town, where Pow- 
hatton received him with great Pomp ; and after his Manner, 
they were magnificently entertain'd, with Feaſting, Dancing, 
and Singing, all that Night ; Proclamation being firſt made, 
that no Indian ſhould preſume to offer the leaſt Offence to 
any Engliſhman on Pain of Death, 


Tat next Day Captain Newport landed, and was re- 
ceived by Powhatton, fitting on his Bed of Mats, leaning on 
a Pillow of Leather, embroider'd, after their rude Manner, 
with Pearl and white Beads : He was cloathed in a large Fur 
Mantle, with a handſome young Woman at his Head, and 
another at his Feet; on each Side of the Room ſat twenty of 
his Concubines, with their Heads and Shoulders painted red, 
and a String of white Beads about their Necks ; right he- 
fore him were placed the chief Men of his Court, and be- 
hind there was a Guard of at leaſt five hundred People, 
through which a Lane was made for the Engli/h to paſs, 


CAPTAIN Newport was much pleaſed with the Indians 
Manner of entertaining them, and made Powhatton a 
L Preſent 
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Preſentof an Engliſh Boy, called Thomas Salvage: In Return, 
the King gave the Captain an Indian Servant, of a ſhrewd 
ſubtle Capacity, whoſe Name was Namantack : Thus they 
ſpent four or five Days in carouſing, trading, and compli- 
menting one another ; and at laſt the ſubtle Indian made a 
formal Harangue to Captain Newport, telling him, That it 
did not become either of their Dignities, to trade with each 
other in Trifles, as the lower Rank of People did : Where- 
fore he propoſed, that Captain Newport ſhould lay down 
before him all his Merchandiſe at once; then the Emperor 
would chuſe ſuch Things as ſuited him, and give what he 
judged to be their Value in Return, Hereupon Captain Smith, 


'-who was the Interpreter between them, told Newport to 


beware of the Indian, for that he plainly intended to cheat 
him. But the Captain, intoxicated with the vain Oſtentation 
of out-doing the haughty Savage in his own Way, thereby 
hoping to gain conſiderably upon him, agreed to the Pro- 
poſal, and immediately depoſited all his Goods before him. 
On which it appearing, as Smith had foretold, that the In- 
dian put twenty times a greater Value on his Corn, and 
Skins, Cc. than they were really worth, Captain Smith 
was ſomewhat uneaſy at Newport's Conduct ; yet carefully 
concealing his Thoughts from Powhatton, he plac'd in his 
View a great many gaudy Trifles, amongſt which there was 
a Bunch of glittering blue Beads, that the King took a Fancy 
to: But Smith told him, they were the moſt valuable Part 
of the whole Cargo, being compoſed of a curious rare 
Metal of the Colour of the Sky, that was only to be worn 
by the greateſt Emperors in the World. This artful Diſ- 
courſe ſo raiſed the proud Indians Deſire to be Maſter of 
ſuch rare Jewels, that before parting, he courted Captain 
Smith to accept of three hundred Baſkets of Corn for about 
two Pounds Weight of thoſe Beads; which made ſome 

Amends 


The Hiſtory of VIXOGINIA. 


Amends for Newport's bad Market in other Things of 
greater Value, 


Mvcun in the ſame Manner, they were afterwards en- 
tertain'd by Opocancanough, King of Pawmonkee ; who was 
likewiſe accommodated with a Parcel of blue Beads, at the 
ſame Rate, which Commodity became in ſuch Eſteem 
amongſt them, that none but the great Kings, their Wives 
and Children, were permitted to wear them. 


THr1s Company no ſooner returned to their Friends at 
the Fort, than they carefully ſtored up this freſh Supply 
of Corn, &c. But the Town, which was only thatched with 
Reeds, happen'd to be accidentally ſet on Fire, and quite 
burnt down to the Paliſadoes: By this unhappy Event, they 
loſt a great Part of their Arms, Bedding, Cloaths, &c. and 
almoſt all their Proviſion, which was very uncomfortable 
in the Middle of the Winter, 1607. during the Time of an 
extreme hard Froſt. 


THe Ship's Company, who had now been detained four- 
teen Weeks, altho' with good Conduct they might have been 
diſpatched in fourteen Days, contributed to an Expence of 
a great Part of the Proviſion, which had been ſent from 
England, for the Uſe of the Colony; and tho' Captain Smith 
and Mr. Scrivener were very induſtrious to ſee every Thing 
managed to the beſt Advantage, yet they were overpower'd 
by the Preſident and his Friends in the Council; who en- 
couraged Luxury, and filled the People's Heads with vain 
empty Hopes, of making Gold out of every ſhining Pebble 
they met with. Thus Labour was neglected, and none 
valued ſo much as the Refiners for their gilded Promiſes. 
Even Captain Newport himſelf was drawn into this Snare, 

L 2 who 
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who failed early in the Spring for England, taking Mr. Wing- 
field, and Captein Archer, along with him. 


TE chief Authority at this time was lodged with 
Captain Martin, and the ſickly Preſident, who revelled in 
Plenty by ſelling the public Stores for their own Uſe, 
while others were half-ſtarved. Mr. Scr:vener and Captain 
Smith divided between them the Care of rebuilding James 
Town, repairing the Paliſadoes, and planting of Corn, &c. 
And while all Hands were thus employed, Captain Nel/on, 
in the Ship Phenix, who came out of England in Company 
with Newport, but was blown to the Meſt-Indies in a Storm, 
juſt then arrived, to the unlooked-for Joy and Content of 
all the Company, 


NELSON, who had been a moſt careful Manager 
during all the Time of his Misfortune, had found means to 
ſupport his People amongſt the Iſlands in the Veſt-Indies, 
without ſpending but very little of his Exgliſb Stock; ſo 
that he brought as much Proviſion with him, as at the poor 
Rate of their Living was ſufficient to ſerve the Colony for 
fix Months. 


A SMALL Diſpute happen d at this time between Captain 
Martin and Captain Smith, the firſt intending to have loaded 
the Ship Phenix with Ore, whilſt the other inſiſted to fill her 
up with Cedar, both for Profit and Diſpatch. In the mean 
time the Emperor Powhatton took a Fancy to ſend Captain 
Smith a Preſent of twenty Turkies, hoping to get in Return 
twenty Swords, as he had from Captain Newport, for the 
like Preſent juſt before his Departure ; and finding himſelf 
diſappointed of his Expectation, he ſet his People to work 


all manner of Ways, to procure by St:alth, or even by Force, 
| | what 
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what Arms they could from the Engliſb; and the fearful 
Prefident, under Colour of the ſtrict Orders from England 
not to offend the Indians, was ſo indolently mild as to take 
no Notice of thoſe Abuſes ; which at laſt made the Natives 
ſo inſolent, as to beat and abuſe the People, robbing them 
of their Arms, while they were at Work in the Field. 

Captain Smith however could bear fuch Treatment no longer, 
and after hunting thoſe diſorderly Indians up and down, 

where-ever they could be met with, he publickly whipt ſome, 

and impriſon'd ſeven, to make them diſcover by whoſe 
Command, and for what Purpoſe they dared to commit ſuch 
diſorderly Actions. 


Tas Savages herenpon ſeized on two ſtraggling Soldiers, 
and aſſembling a great Number of them together, they came 
up in a hoſtile Manner to the Fort, threatening mighty 
Things, if the Indian Priſoners were not immediately re- 
leaſed; but Captain Smith ſallying out that Inſtant, ſo 
galled them, that they were glad to ſue for Peace, and de- 
livered up the two Soldiers, without inſiſting on any Terms 
for the Priſoners ; who were ſo ſtrictly examined, that they 
all confeſſed, Powhatton had ſet them on to procure Arms, 


in order to attack the Engliſh. Notwithſtanding the ly 


Indian, at this very Juncture, ſent particular Meſſengers, and 
large Preſents, along with his favourite Daughter Pocohuntas, 
to excuſe the Injuries that had been raſhly done by ſome of 
his People; intreating the Priſoners might be ſet at Liberty, 
with ſtrong Aſſurances of his future Love and Friendſhip. 
But Captain Smith, who knew beſt how to deal with theſe 
People, firſt corrected the Priſoners ; and then uſing them 
more gently for two Days, he delivered them to the Prin- 
ceſs Pocohuntas, for whoſe Sake only he pretended to have 


ſaved their Lives. 
THF 
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THE Preſident and his Friends in the Council, who were 
always too cautiouſly afraid of quarrelling with the Indians, 
took this Opportunity of finding Fault with Captain Smith 
for his Cruelty to the Priſoners ; but nevertheleſs it had ſo 
good an Effect as to keep the Natives under ſuch Awe, that 
for ſome time they were frighten'd at the very (Name of 
Captain Smith. 


TRE Ship Phenix, by Smith and Nelſon's Diligence, was 
now loaded with Cedar, and ready to depart: Mr. Scrivener 
gave the needful Attention to Buſineſs at the Fort, while 
Captain Smith prepared himſelf, with a ſelect Company, to 
go up the Bay of Chea/apeak, on further Diſcovery. | 


ON the 2d Day of June, 1608. Captain Smith, with 
fourteen Perſons more in Company, left Fames Town, in 
an open Barge, and parting with the Phenix outward-bound 
at Cape Henry, they coaſted along the Eaſtern Shore of the 
Bay of Chea/apeak ; diſcovering many ſmall Iſlands, Creeks, 
and Inlets, to which they gave ſuch Names as they pleaſed ; 
and informed themſelves of as many Particulars, relating to 
the Country, as they could learn from many different Indian 
Nations, whom they met and converſed with ; and tho' thoſe 
Savages made ſeveral Attempts to betray the Engliſb into 
Ambuſcades they had laid for them, yet Captain Smith was 
ſo cautious and hold at the ſame time, that being always 
poſſeſſed of Hoſtages before he would truſt them, he till 
eſcaped their Snares without loſing a Man, even tho' he was 
frequently obliged to attack and kill ſome of them, 


DURING this Peregrination, the Captain met with ſome 
hard Gales of Wind, MO, < and Rain, which not only 
tatigued 
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fatigued his People, but ſpoil'd their Proviſions in the open 
Barge, and otherwiſe diſtreſſed them; ſo that after fourteen 
Days, two or three falling ſick, they were obliged to return 
from about the Middle of the Bay; and on the 16th of 
June they fell in with the Mouth of Potommacł River, 
which being ſeven Miles wide, their Curioſity led them to 
purſue it quite up as far as they could go; in which Expe- 
dition they ſtill met with a greater Variety among the Na- 
tives, and had ſeveral Adventures with them. At laſt, while 
they were fiſhing for Diverſion, Captain Smith was acci- 
dentally ſtruck in the Wriſt by a ſharp Sting in the Tail of 
a large flat Fiſh, called a Singray, which in a few Hours ſo 
ſwell'd the Captain's whole Arm and Shoulder, with exceſ- 
ſive Pain, that they all deſpaired of his Life: But after Doctor 
Ruſſel had probed the Wound, and anointed the Part with 
a ſoftening lenitive Oil, the Violence of the Pain abated, 
and they ſet Sail for Fames Town, where they arrived in 
Safety on the 2 1ſt of Fuly, to the unſpeakable Joy of their 
Friends, who were in great Perplexity from the bad Effects 
of the Preſident Ratchif's ill Conduct; for he had not only 
waſted the public Stores, but had brought a Sickneſs amongſt 
thoſe who laſt arrived from England, by putting them to 
an unneceſſary and moſt extravagant Fatigue, in building a 


Pleaſure-houſe for him in the Woods, 


Tux Diſcontent was ſo univerſal, that nothing elſe could 
appeaſe them, but the depoſing of the Preſident, and putting 
Captain Smith (whoſe Turn it was to ſucceed) in his Reom ; 
which being done, the Captain ſubſtituted his good Friend 
Mr. Scrivener, to be his Deputy; and having changed moſt 
of the under Servants, and given proper Directions for the 
future, to deliver out the Proviſion to the People more 
equally, the new Preſident left them to enjoy a little Reſt, 

and 
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and to nurſe one another, while himſelf, with twelve more 


in the Barge, went out a ſecond Time to finiſh his Diſco- 


very of Cheaſapea Bay. 


THE y departed from James Town the 24th of Fuly, 
1608. and directed their Courſe ſtrait up to the Head of 
the Bay of Cheaſapeat, where they met with ſeveral Troops 
of Indians in their Canoes ; with whom they had ſome 


. Skirmiſhes at firſt, but afterwards parled ſeemingly good 


Friends. 


Ar the Bottom of the Bay, they found it divided itſelf 
into four Branches; of which the great River Suſquaha- 
mah was the moſt conſiderable. A numerous Nation of 


' ſtout Indians, that were ſettled above the Falls of this Ri- 


ver, came down to viſit them, and paid them great Reſpect. 
From hence they return'd to the River Pottuxen, where they 
had a friendly Intercourſe with the Natives ; then pro- 
ceeded to Potowmack, and from that to Rappahannock, 
where they had a warm Diſpute with the King of a ſtub- 
born Nation, whom they at laſt vanquiſh'd, and brought to 
Terms of Peace. Such of their Company as came laſt from 
Europe, and had not yet been ſeaſon d to the Climate, fell 
ſick, of whom however they loſt none but Mr. Fetberſtone, 
who was buried at this Place; from Rappahannock they 
came to Piankotank, and in a dangerous Storm of Thunder, 
Wind, and Rain, they at laſt arrived at Point Comfort in the 
Mouth of James River; from whence they went up to 
diſcover a ſmall River on the South Shore, called Nanſa- 
mund, where they found many Corn-fields; but the River 
being narrow, they were attacked on each Side by the Indians 
from the Shore, and behind by a Fleet of Canoes, Yet 
ſheltering themſelves from the Indian Arrows, by fixing up 
Targets 
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Targets round the Gunnel of the Barge, they ſoon put the 
Indians to Flight with their Fire-Arms, and fo got Poſſeſ- 
ſion of all their Canoes ; which obliged them to ſue for 
Peace, and to redeem their Boats, by giving the Engliſb as 
much Corn as they could carry off, and ſuch other Proviſion 
as they had ; with which they return'd to James Town 
on the 7th Day of September, where they found, by 
Mr. Scrivener's Care and Induſtry, the Harveſt had been 
well got in, but the Proviſion in the Store was ſomewhat 
damaged with Rain, many of the People dead, and ſome 
ſick ; which Misfortunes, and the whole Neglect of the 
Summer, were all imputed to the ſupine ill Conduct of 
their late Prefident Captain Ratchf, who was then under 


Confinement for Mutiny. 


TH1s was the Situation of Affairs on the roth Day of 
September, when the Council proceeded to the formal Elec- 
tion of a Preſident ; and by unanimous Conſent the Letters 
Patents were deliver'd to Captain Smith, a Man every way 


qualified to diſcharge that important Truſt. 


THINGs now began to take a different Turn; for in- 
ſtead of finiſhing Rateliſf's fine Palace, the Church was re- 
built, the Fort thoroughly repaired, and reduced into the 
Form of a Pentagon ; the Store-houſe was inlarged to re- 
ceive the Supplies that were daily expected; the Diſpoſition 
of the Guard was better regulated, and all the Men fit to 
carry Arms were exerciſed every Saturday : The Boats were 
likewiſe trimm'd up for a Trading Voyage, and ſent out un- 
der the Command of Lieutenant Percy ; but he accidentally 
meeting with the ſecond Supply from England, Captain 
Newport, whoſe Head was full of Projects, brought back 
the People to aſſiſt him in his intended Diſcovecies. 
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THERE were at this time one hundred and thirty Per- 
ſons remaining in the Colony, when Captain Newport ar- 
riv'd with about ſeventy more, chiefly Artificers ; and par- 
ticularly ſome Polanders and Dutchmen, to make Pitch, Tar, 
Pot-Aſh, Glaſs, Sc. and to build Mills, and other Machines, 
for carrying on theſe ſeveral Manufactures ; they having 
conceiv'd ſuch imaginary Hopes in England of the immenſe 
Profit theſe Commodities would immediately produce, that 
they forgot to begin with the neceſſary Precaution of either 
cauſing to be raiſed in the Country, or ſending from Europe, 
Proviſion ſufficient to maintain fo great a Number of People ; 
and the Vanity of Captain Newport's Conduct at this time 
was ſo ridiculous that he had not only procur'd to him- 
ſelf a particular Commithon to bring over with him a 
Lump of ſolid Gold, and to make a full Diſcovery of the 
Country of Manacan, where it was ſuppos'd to grow; but 
likewiſe, before he return'd, to find out a Paſſage over the 
Mountains to the South-Sea, bringing with him in Pieces 
a fine Pinnace, to be carried over Land for that Purpoſe ; 
and in his Way, it was believed he would certainly find 
ſome of the People, who had belong'd to Sir Walter Ra- 


leigh's Company. 


IN order to enable the Captain to execute theſe Things 
more effectually, he had brought with him a magnificent 
Preſent for the Emperor Powhatton, conſiſting of an Im- 
perial Crown, a Bed, Bedſtead and Cloaths, with a curious 
Baſon and Ewer ; ſo that great Preparations were made 
for the Solemnity of Powbatton's Coronation, not doubting 
in the leaſt to gain thereby the fincere Affection, and 
ready Aſſiſtance, of that haughty Indian. 

Tun 
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Tax Majority of the Council, and the Generality of 
the People, were ſo intoxicated with theſe glittering Schemes, 
that the Preſident Smiths Objections to them were over- 
ruled, and one hundred and twenty Men were appointed for 
Captain Nenoport's Guard, in his intended Expedition, and 
ceremonious Viſit to Powhatton ; but the Preſident pru- 
dently confidering, how much Time would be idlely ſpent 
in this Journey by ſo great a Number of Hands, offer'd 
himſelf, withonly four others in Company, to go on a Meſ- 
ſage to Powhatton, to acquaint him of the Preſents that 
were ſent him by Captain Newport, and to invite him down 
to receive them at James Town; accordingly he went over 
by Land to Werecomaco, paſſing the River Pawmonkee in 


a Canoe. 


CAPTAIN Smith on his Arrival was elegantly entertain'd 
by the Princeſs Pocohuntas, who ſent for her Father, being 
then thirty Miles off ; and the next Day, when Powhatton 
return d, the Preſident deliver'd his Meſſage, to which the 


proud Indian made the following Anſwer ; viz. 


Ir your King has ſent me Preſents, I alſo am a King, 
and this is my Land; I will ſtay eight Days to receive 
them: But your Father (meaning Captain Newport) muſt 
© come to me, not I to him ; for I ſhall not come down 
* to your Port, nor be catch'd with ſuch Baits ; your In- 
* quiry after the People that were loſt ſo long ago, is vain ; 
© and as for the Stories you have heard, of Salt Water be- 
« yond the Mountains, they are all falſe.” Hereupon he 
began to draw on the Ground a rude Plan of the Situation 
of the Country and Rivers behind the Mountains ; and 


after a great deal of Diſcourſe on this Subject, and many 
M 2 ceremonial 
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ceremonial Compliments had paſſed between them, Capt ain 
Smith return'd, and on reporting this Anſwer to the Council 
at James Town, the Preſents were order'd to be ſent b 
Water, which is near one hundred Miles, while the two 
Captains, Smith and Newport, with fifty Men, went by 
Land. 


THE next Day after their Arrival at Verecomaco, was 
appointed for Powhatton's Coronation, When the Preſents 
were all laid before him, they could by no Means perſuade 
him to put on the Scarlet Cloak and Apparel, till his old 
Indian Servant Namantack, who had been in England with 
Captain Newport, aſſur d him they could not hurt him; and 
it was a long time before they could prevail with him to bend 
his Knee but a very little, while they put the Crown 
on his Head; at which Inſtant, on a Signal given, all the 
Engliſh made a cloſe Fire, which made the Emperor ſtart 
up in a terrible Fright; but when hefound there was no Dan- 
ger, he made them ſome ſmall Acknowledgment, after his 
Manner of Expreſſion, for the Honours conferr'd on him, 
giving his old Shoes and Mantle to Captain Newport, at 
the ſame time diſſuading him from making any further 
Search after the Country of Manacan ; and in Return for 
all theſe rich Preſents only gave Captain Newport a few 
Ears of Corn, amounting to the Quantity of ſeven or eight 
Buſhels, with which they returned to the Fort, 


CapTain Newport was ſtill ſo intent on diſcovering 
Gold Mines, and imaginary Riches, that one hundred and 
twenty choſen Men, under the Command of Captain Waldo, 
and others, were appointed to attend him on his Journey 
Weſtward, to the fam'd Country of Manacan, while the 

induſtrious 
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induſtrious Preſident was left at the Fort, with about eighty 
or ninety of the weakeſt Hands to relade the Ship. 


AFTER Newport and his Company had ſpent their Time 
idlely, hunting after Mines, and making many fruitleſs 
Trials, in digging and melting a Variety of Stuff they pick'd 
out of the Earth, they return'd to James Town, half ſick, 
and all much fatigued, without having had any Traffick 
with the Indians, who refus'd to trade with them, hiding 
all their Corn in the Woods, ſo that Proviſions became ex- 


ceeding ſcarce, 


In this Extremity the Preſident diſpoſed all Things in 
the beſt Manner for diſpatching the Ships, which lay at a 
great Expence, conſuming their little Remainder of Provi- 
ſions ; thoſe that were fit for it he ſet to making Glaſs, Tar, 
Pitch, Pot-Aſh, &c. and leaving the Buſineſs at the Fort 
under the Direction of the Council, he went himſelf with 
about thirty Hands, moſt of them Gentlemen, unus'd to 
Labour, to cut down Trees in the Woods, and make Clap- 
boards, wherein they ſucceeded wonderfully ; for the Pre- 
ſident's laborious Example made them all bear the Fatigue 
with Pleaſure and Content, 


WHEN the Preſident return'd to the Fort, tho' he found 
them all employed in one Thing or other, yet ſtill there 
was no Care taken for a farther Supply of Corn and Bread ; 
he therefore immediately imbark'd on Board the Diſcovery- 
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Barge, taking another along with him, and ordering the 


Council to ſend Lieutenant Percy in a third Boat after him 
to Chickahominy ; where, as ſoon as he arriv d, that ſtubborn 
Nation being well appriz d of the Wants the Engliſb were 


reduc'd to, not only refus'd to trade, but ſcornfully inſulted 
| and 


— 


I— rr e err 


— . 7˙˖·‚—‚— 3D i — 


86 


The Hiſtory of VIRGINIA. 


and contemned them; yet brave Captain Smith, perceiving 
by their Behaviour, that it was a Fetch in Powhatton's Po- 
licy to ſtarve them, plainly told the Indians, that his prin- 
cipal Buſineſs there was to reſent the ill Uſage he met with 
at the time they took him Priſoner, and to revenge the 
Death of his two Men, whom they had murder'd; and im- 
mediately landing his People, and preparing that Inſtant to at- 
tack them, they preſently fled, and ſoon after ſent Embaſſadors 
with Preſents of Corn, Fiſh and Fowl, to ſue for Peace; 
and having loaded the Preſident's two Boats, and alſo Lieu- 
tenant Percy's, with Corn, and ſuch other Things as they 
had to content them, they took a friendly Leave of each 
other, the Preſident returning with this little Supply to 
James Town, where the Generality of the People, who 
were in Dread of being ſtarved, made them very welcome. 
But ſome of the Council, who much envy'd the Preſident's 
Succeſs, were ſtung to the quick at the univerſal Applauſe 
given to his Conduct ; in Deſpite of which, Newport and 
Ratcliſt, obſerving that he often left the Fort on Buſineſs, 
without any formal Leave of the Council, form'd a Project 
to ſhut him out, on Pretence that he neglected his Duty and 
Character ; yet their Plot not only miſcarried, but had like 
to have fallen heavy on their own Heads ; for about this 
time it was diſcover'd, that great Abuſes were committed 
by the Sailors, Soldiers, and others of the lower Rank, in 
pilfering all Manner of Tools and Utenſils out of the pub- 
lick Store, to exchange with the Indians; whereby the Pub- 
lick was not only robb'd, but the Natives were likewiſe en- 
couraged to be ſaucy, and the Market quite ſpoilt ; and it 
even appear d that theſe Diſorders were encourag'd under- 
hand by the Commanders and other Officers on Board the 
Ships, who graſp d at an immoderate Gain by returning Goods 
privately to England for their own Account, notwithſtanding 

they 
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they were at the ſame time plentifully ſupported both with 
Victuals and Wages by the Company at home. 


To rectify this, new and very ſtrict Regulations were 
made, in relation to the Indian Trade; and if Captain 
Newport had not ſubmitted himſelf, the Preſident was 
determin'd to have ſent home the Ship under another Com- 
mander ; but all theſe Things being at laſt quietly ſettled, 
Newport was diſpatch d with a Load of Wainſcot Clap-boards, 
and ſuch ſmall Trials of Pitch and Tar, Glaſs, Pot-Aſhes, 
Frankincenſe, &c. as they were able to make. At the ſame 
time the Preſident ſent the following Letter, directed to 
the Treaſurer and Council for the Colony of Virginia, 
at London. 


Fas 


Right Honourable, 


5 I RECEIvED your Letter, wherein you write, that our 

Minds are ſet upon Faction and idle Conceits, in di- 
viding the Country without your Conſent ; and that we 
feed you with but Hopes, and a very few Proofs, as if we 
meant to keep the Myſtery of Buſineſs to ourſelves, com- 
manding us expreſſly to follow your Inſtructions ſent by 
Captain Newport, the Charge of whoſe Voyage amounts 
to near two thouſand Pounds, which you expect we are 
to pay by the Return of the Ships. To which Particulars 
I humbly intreat your Pardon, if I oftend with my rude, 


Anſwer. 


mv . ̃ . YE HF 


As to our Factions, unleſs you would have me run away, 
and leave the Country, I cannot prevent them ; and with 
reſpe& to that idle Letter about dividing the Country, 
which, it ſeems, was ſent by the Preſident and his Confe- 


derates to my Lord of Saliſbury, I know nothing of it, 
neither 
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neither were the Contents in any Shape communicated to 


0 
© me; and as to feeding you with Hopes, I have told you 
0 


nothing at any time, but ſuch Things as I have truly diſ- 
cover d here myſelf at the Hazard of my Life; neither have 
* I concealed from you any Thing that I do know, altho I 
© have Reaſon to think others have made you believe much 
more than is true. 


* 


© Iown I was againſt following your Directions by 
Captain Newpor?, but nevertheleſs I ſubmitted to be over- 
* ruled by a Majority of the Council ; and Powhatton has 


been crowned according to your Directions. 


As to carrying the Boat you ſent above the Falls over 
Mens Shoulders, if ſne was burnt to Aſhes, and put into a 
Bag, it may be done, but otherwiſe impracticable; and for 
© Captain Newport to go and ſeek after a Gold Mine in the 
* South-Sea, and to find any of the People formerly ſent 
Aby Sir Walter Raleigh, it is equally impoſſible and ridicu- 
* lous ; however the Captain had his Humour, having car- 
* ried along with him into the Woods one hundred and 
twenty of the ableſt of the People, whom he fatigued to 
: — manner of Purpoſe, and brought them back almoſt 
© all ſick. 


IAE made what Progreſs I could in the new Ma- 
c nufactures of Pitch, Tar, Glaſs, Soap-Aſh, and Clap-board ; 
© but you muſt not expect that thoſe poor People in a Wil- 
« derneſs, without Bread to eat, or neceſſary Tools to work 
© with, can make ſuch Diſpatch as may be done in Seder 
and Ruffa, where that Sort of Buſineſs is by long Ex- 
< perience brought. to Perfection, BY 
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By whoſe Advice you were drawn in to ſend ſuch 
« Preſents to Powhatton, and to give him ſuch a pompous 
* Coronation, I know not; but we have Cauſe here to ap- 
« prehend, that it will ſoon bring very dangerous and fatal 
* Conſequences on this poor Handful of People. Captain 
* Newport is ſuſpected to be the Author of theſe filly In- 
* ventions ; and as for Captain Ratcliſf, now called Sickle- 
* mare, and Archer, I have ſent them home, leſt the People 
© here ſhould cut their Throats; and if you think fit to ſend 
© them back, we can never be without a Faction. It is 
© Carpenters, Huſbandmen, Gardeners, Blackſmiths, and 
« Maſons, that we want, rather than ſuch People as eat up 
© all the Proviſions, and ſpend their whole Time in vain 
« filly Projects. Theſe are the true Cauſes of our not be- 
© ing as yet in a Condition to make Returns ſuitable to your 
© Expence. So I humbly reſt, Cc. 


THe careful Preſident, who was always watchful to pre- 
vent Famine, or an extreme Want among the People, went 
down the River in Company with Captain Wynn, and 
Mr. Scrivener, to Nanſamund; where the Indians, com- 
plaining of Want themſelves, refus'd any Manner of Supply 
to the Engliſb, or to trade with them on any Terms. Here- 
upon the Preſident ſaluted them with a Volly of Shot, and 
ſet Fire to one of their Houſes ; which ſo alarmed them, 
that they begg'd Peace, and immediately brought down as 
much Corn as loaded all the three Boats ; ſo departing with 
the Supply, they return d to James Town, where the firſt 
Marriage in Virginia, about this time, was conſummated 
between John Laydon and Anne Barrows. 
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Tux Prefident, ever intent on loſing no Time, went out 
again, in Company with Captain Naldo, and two Barges ; 
but the Natives, jcalous of their Intentions, were every-where 
fled from their Habitations, till they happen d to. diſcover 
the River and People of Appamatioch, who divided what 
little Corn they had in Trade with them; but Mr. Scx:- 
vener and Lieutenant Perey, who went out on the fame 
Account, had no manner of Succeſs, returning with their 


Boats quite empty. 


Soo after this, that crafty Indian Powhetton ſent an 
Invitation to the Prefident to come to him; and if in the 
mean time he would pleafe to. ſend fome of his Men to 
build him a Houſe, together with a Grind-ſtone, fifty 
Swords, as many Pikes, and a Cock and Hen, he would 
trade with the Engliſb for a Ship-Load of Corn. The 
Preſident, fully appriz'd of the ſubtle Indian's Craft and 
Freachery, diſſembled his real Purpoſe, and accordingly 
fent two Dutch and two Engliſh Carpenters, as Powwhatton 
deſir d, promiſing to follow himſelf ; but having, in the Ex- 
tremity they were in, form'd a Project of ſeizing Powhatton, 
and forcing from him a ſufficient Quantity of Corn, to put 


off the Severity of the Winter Seaſon, he pitched upon 


Captain Waldo as a Man he could depend on to ſecond him 
in this bold Attempt. However Mr. Scrivener and Captain 
Wynn, who envy'd Captain Smrth's ſuperior Fortune and 
Conduct, and had lately ſent home groſs Miſrepreſentations 
under-hand againſt him, openly oppoſed this Deſign in the 
Council, tho to very little Purpoſe ; for the Danger of ſtarv- 
ing was ſo imminent, and Captain Smith's Reſolution. ſo 
well fix'd, that after having well concerted his Meaſures 
wich- Captain Waldo, he left Mr. Scrivener his Deputy at 
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the Fort, as uſual ; and with forty-ſix of the.ableſt and beſt 
Men, who voluntarily inliſted themſelves to go with him, 
imbark'd himſelf with that Company on the Pinnace, and 
two Barges, and came the firſt Night to Warraſtoyoct, 
where that good-natur'd King furniſh'd him with ſome Pro- 
viſions, and expreſs d his Friendſhip, firſt, by endeavouring 
to diſſuade him from going to Powhatton ; but finding he 
could not prevail, frankly told the Preſident, That notwith- 
ſtanding Powhatton ſeemingly might treat him kindly, yet 
he advis'd him by no means to truſt him, or give him any 

portunity of ſeizing his Arms; for he was aſſur d, he only 
ſent for him with a Deſign to betray him. The Preſident 
return d the IJadian Thanks for his good Advice, and de- 
parted on his Route ; but by the Means of contrary Winds, 
and the Extremity of the Weather, they did not arrive at 
Werocomaco till the 12th of Fanuery, when the River be- 
ing frozen almoſt half a Mile from the Shore, the Preſident 
with twelve Hands could only approach with the Barge, 
which being left a-ground by the Ebb Tide, they waded 
up to the Middle through the Mud, after the Freldent 8 
who never dally'd with Time. 


THEy took up their Quarters in the firſt Houſe they 
came to, and having ſent to Poubatton for Proviſion, he 
order'd them great Plenty of Bread, Turkies, and Veniſon ; 
but when he came next Day himſelf, he aſk'd the Preſident 
when he intended to return, denying that ever he ſent 
for him, or that he or his People had any Corn to ſpare ; 
and when the Preſident confronted him with the Meſſenger 
who had brought his Invitation, he only laugh'd, and de- 
manded where were their Goods; which being produc'd, he 
{aid he wanted nothing but Guns and Swords, refuſing to 
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traffick for any thing elſe; on which the Preſident ſpoke 
as follows : 


* POW H ATTON, I could have furniſh'd myſelf with 
© what Proviſion I want a great many Ways; but I was 
© willing to oblige you before all others, and made not the 
* leaſt Doubt, but that I might depend on the Performance 
of any Thing you promis'd. I think I gave a ſufficient 
© Teſtimony of my Friendſhip, by neglecting my own 
Work, and ſending my Men to build you a Houſe; in 
Return for all my Kindneſs, I find you are reſolved not 
© to trade with us, but on the moſt unreaſonable and extra- 
* vagant Terms, As for Swords and Guns, I told you ſome 
time ago, that I had none to ſpare ; thoſe I have ſhall find 
* me Proviſions, without being oblig'd to you ; for I am 
© not come here to uſe many Words, or loſe my Time ; 
neither am I willing to diſſolve the Friendſhip that has 
© been mutually contracted between us, unleſs you force me 
* to it by ill Uſage,” 


Tak Indian King, giving great Attention to what the 
Preſident ſaid, made Anſwer, 


THarT he and his People intended to give him all the 
Corn they could ſpare, and that in two Days Time it ſhould 
be brought to him; But, ſays he, Captain Smith, I do not 
© like your coming here with your People arm'd ; for I am 
© inform'd your Intention is not ſo much to trade, as to 
© invade me and my People, and to take Poſſeſſion of my 
Country. If you would convince me therefore, that your 
« Friendſhip is real, order your Men, when they come on 


Shore, to leave their Arms behind them; we thall then 
be ſincere Friends, and all Poubattons. 


ALL 
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ALL that Day was ſpent in Diſcourſes of the like Na- 
ture, between the King and the Preſident, who with the 
Twelve that were with him lodg'd that Night in Powbatton's 
Houſe. The next Day they went to view the new Building, 
which was intended only as a Feint to cover bad Deſigns ; 
for the ſubtle Indian had treated the Dutchmen fo kindly, 
and with ſo great a Plenty of every Thing, that he had 
wholly gain'd them to his Intereſt, inſomuch that he com- 
municated to them his Deſign of deſtroying all the Engliſb; 
and they judging that ſuch an Event could not be avoided, 
went into every Thing he propoſed, or they themſelves 
could deviſe, to effect it; a moſt flagrant Proof how much 
unnatural Cruelty Men are capable of, when prompted 
thereto only by an accidental Diſappointment of fully e en- 


joying their moſt brutal Appetites. 


Ir was a monſtrous Aggravation of this Treachery in one 
of the Dutchmen, that he ſeeming to be a Man of ſome 
Judgment, Spirit and Reſolution, the Preſident had actually 
employ d him as a Spy on Powhatton's Conduct, from whence 
he thought more certainly to diſcover the Indians Inten- 
tions; but ſo artful and circumſpect were theſe Foreigners 
in their Behaviour and Management, that it was near fix 
Months before their Treaſon happen d to be diſcover d. 


WHILE the Preſident waited for the Indians coming in 
to trade, he fold Powhatton a Copper-Kettle for ten Quar- 
ters of Corn; and converſing familiarly together, the King 
expreſs d himſelf after the following Manner: 


© CaprTain Smith, you muſt underſtand, that I have liv'd 


© to ſee three Generations of my People; and therefore 
© know 
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© know the Difference between Peace and War, better than 
© any of them that are now living; and tho I am old, and 
© mult die, yet there are three who in Courſe will ſucceed 
© me, Opitchapam, Ophacancanough, and my two Siſters, and 
© their Children, I wiſh their Experience was equal to 
© mine, and your Love to them no leſs than mine to you; 
© but we are 1o alarmed with Stories from Nan/amund, that 
© you are come to conquer this Country, and deſtroy my 
© People, that they are afraid to approach you. How can 
© it be your Intereſt to take that by Force, which you may 
* quietly poſſeſs by Love; and to deſtroy them, by whoſe 
© Labour you are fed? And ſappoſing you do go to War 
* with us, you know we can hide our Corn, and fly to the 
© Woods, where we are accuſtomed to live on Acorns, and 
* ſuch wild Stuff as we can find, while you muſt periſh for 
Want of our Aſſiſtance. When any of my People come 
© to viſit you, they are unarm'd, and void of Suſpicion ; why 
© therefore are you ſo miſtruſtful, as to come to us with 
< your Guns and Swords, as if you were to engage your 
Enemy? Lay afide therefore your Jealouſy, and by treat- 


ing us with more Confidence, you will ſecure a yearly 


Supply of Corn, to your Content. To which artful 
Diſcourſe the Preſident thus reply'd : 


© SEEING, Powhatton, that you perverſely miſconſtrue 
our Words, we muſt endeavour to convince you by our 
Actions: It is well known, that the Friendſhip I vow'd 
to you has been inviolably kept, both by myſelf, and all 
my People, whereas, on the contrary, your ſolemn Pro- 
miſes have been daily broken by you, or ſome of your 
Subjects. Had we not curb'd our juſt Reſentment from 


taking a proper Revenge for every Injury that has been 
done to the Exgliſb fince their Arrival here, you and your 


* People 
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* People would long before now have felt the Smart af our 
© treating you like Enemies ; but you ſtill poſſeſs a large 

* Share of our Friendſhip, as appears by the Indians com- 
ing daily to James Town with their Bows and Arrows, 
© which we little regard, becauſe we look on a Man's Arms 
to be Part of his Apparel: Aſſure yourſelf the Engli/h 
© know not what it is to fear Danger, and are never better 
* pleaſed than when they are chaſtiſing their Enemies. 
* Your Riches we do not want, and as for hiding your Corn, 
© or withdrawing from us into the Woods, we value it not, 
* fince we do not depend on you for Subfiſtence ; but have 
many ways of furniſtung ourſelves with Proviſions, which 
* you neither know or underſtand,” 


THEy continued after this Manner, ſometimes talking, 
and at other times trading together, till at laſt the King, per- 
ceiving his Diſcourſe had not produc'd the Effect he in- 
tended, by perſuading Captain Smith to diſmiſs the Guard, 
and diſarm his Men, he fetch'd a deep Sigh, and pro- 
ceeded thus : 


* I Have uſed you, Captain Smith, with greater Kind- 
neſs than ever I did any Warowance, or great Man, before, 
and you make but very poor Returns to my Friendthip. 
Captain Newport gave me Swords, Copper, Bed-Cloaths, 
and what elſe I could defire, taking in Exchange no more 
than I pleaſed to offer him. At my Entreaty he even fent 
away his Guards, and I never met with any one, but your- 
ſelf, who refus'd to obey me, and do whatever I deſir d. 
I get nothing from 'you but Trifles of little Value, when 
at the ſame time you demand and will have juſt what 
you pleaſe. You ſtyle Captain Neuport Father, and fo 


a " you do me; yet you act as you pleaſe, and we 
* muſt 
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© muſt both ſubmit to content you : But if you are ſincere 
© in what you profeſs, ſend away your armed Men, and 
then I ſhall believe you; for you may ſee the Love I bear 
© to you, by the Nakedneſs wherewith I put myſelf in 


© your Power. 


THe Preſident obſerving Poubatton's villainous Intent, 
diſſembled in his Turn; and while he prevailed with ſome 
Indians to break the Ice, on Pretence that the Boat might 
come on Shore, to fetch him, and the Corn which he had 
purchaſed, away, he gave ſecret Orders to land a ſuffi- 
cient Number of Men, with Deſign to ſeize the King; 
and the better to conceal his Purpoſe, he in the mean time 
addreſs'd himſelf to Powhatton, as follows : 


* POWH ATTON, pleaſe to know, that I worſhip 
only one God, and ſerve but one King : I am not there- 
fore here as your Subject, but as a Friend to ſerve you in 
what I can. You cannot but be ſenſible, that you have 
gain'd more by your Preſents to the Engliſb, than by your 
dealing in Trade ; for it is not our Cuſtom to ſell Friend- 
ſhip, like any other Commodity. When you come to 
viſit us, you may, if you pleaſe, bring all your Country 
arm'd, for your Guard ; and to convince you, that we 
are Strangers to Jealouſy or Fear, I purpoſe To-morrow 
to leave my Arms, and once more truſt to your Promiſe. 
I call you Father, it is true, and as a Father I will treat 
you; notwithitanding you ſeem to take but very little 
Care of me, as your Child ; and therefore I muſt not 
wholly neglect myſelf.” 


Tar King, underſtanding that his Men were ready to 
execute his Purpoſe of killing the Preſident, privately 


withdrew 
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withdrew from the Room, where Captain Smith and 
Fobn Ruſſel were talking with two or three Women, left 
there purely to amuſe them ; and the Moment that Pes. 
hatton and his Family were fled out of Sight, the Houſe was 
beſet, when the Preſident, ruſhing out with his Piſtol, Sword 
and Target, immediately fired, and made ſuch a; vigorous 
Paſs amongſt thoſe naked Devils, that they tumbled over 
one another, and diſperſed in an Inſtant ; which gave the 
Preſident and Mr. Ruſſel the Opportunity to join the reſt 
of their People, e only of Foun "en, ok were 
yet on Shore. 


Warn they found Captain Smith was ; ſafe, they en- 
deavour'd to diſſemble the Matter, and to excuſe Pow- 
hatton's Flight : He ſent an Orator with the Preſent of a 
large Bracelet, and a String of Pearl, who f Log after this 


er: 
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the Ice was broken, more armed Men would come on 
© Shore, he thought proper to retire, and ſent thoſe that 
© were here to guard his Corn from being ſtolen, which 


might happen without your Knowledge: Now tho' ſome 
© Indians are wounded through your Miſtake; yet Pow- 
( hattoii is ſtill your F riend, and reſolved to continue ſo; 

© wherefore, ſince the Ice is broken, he wiſhes you would 
© ſend away your Corn, and if you deſire his Company, 
© you muſt ſend away your Guns alſo; which fo frighten 
© his People, that they dare not come to dry: Ne = as 


© he promiſed they ſhould.” 


Tazy had provided Baſkets for the EG 5 to carry the 
Corn to their Boats, and officiouſſy offer d themſelves in the 
mean time to guard the Arms, leſt any of them ſhould be 

0 


ſtolen ; 
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ſtolen ; but when they obſerved the Engli/h Matches 
cocked all ready to fire, they condeſcended to leave their 
Bows and Arrows with the Engliſh Guard, and made great 

Diſpatch to carry down the Corn-on their Backs. Yet the 
Ebb-Tide having left the Barges a-ground, they were all 
obliged to ſtay for high Water, and ſo return 0 to their old 


Quarters, 


POW H 47 TON and the Dutchmen at this time 
were very buſy, contriying ſtill how to effect their Purpoſe 
of killing the Preſident ; who only, as they thought; ſtood 
in the Way of their belli Deſigns. , The Indians, with all 
the merry Sports they could deviſe, ſpent the Time till 
Night, hes they withdrew, and return'd to Pmwbatton, 
who was making every Thing ready to ſurround, the Houſe, 
and ſurprize Captain Smith, while he was at Supper., "But 
Providence once more interpoſed in his Favour, and ſent 
that humane Creature, the Princeſs Pocobuntas, who) ven- 
tured herſelf in a dark Night through the Woods, to ad- 
vertiſe the Preſident, that her Father was preparing to ſend 
him an elegant Supper; but in caſe the People that brought 
it ſhould miſcarry, in executing the Orders they had re- 
ceived to kill him while he was eating, [ug the King, 
with all | the Forces he could raiſe, was in Reachnrks td 


attack . and to cut them all off. 


THIS incomparable Lady, with a oder Flood of Tears, 
told her Story in ſo moving a Manner, till beſceching 
Captain Smith to be gone, that the generous Preſident ud 
all poſſible Means to comfort her, and offer d ſeveral va- 
luable Preſents, which ſhe refuſed, ſaying that ſhe was a 
dead Woman, if any ſuch Thing could be found about her. 
So ſhe departed, unobſerved by any of her Father's People ; 

and 
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and in an Hour's Time came eight or ten luſty tall Indians, 
loaded with Platters full of Veniſon, and other Food; they 
were very importunate to have the Preſident and his Com- 
pany ſit down to their Supper, intreating at the ſame time, 
that he would order the Matches to be put out, alledging 
that the Smoak made them ſick; but inſtead of that the 
Preſident obliged each of them to taſte of every Diſh they 
had brought; and then order d them back to tell Powhatton, 
that he was ready for his coming with all the Force he 
could bring. As for you, ſays the Preſident, I know you 
were commanded to kill me as I fat at Supper; but I ſhall 
prevent that, and all your Maſter's other villainous Projects; 
ſo get you gone, and tell him what I ſay. 


ALL the Night long, Meſſengers were ſtill coming” and 
going, to bring Intelligence; hut finding that the Eg 
were as vigilant as they, the time paſſed in good Fellow. 
ſhip, without an Offence offer d on either Side; and in the 
Morning at High- Water the Preſident, before his Departure, 
ſent his Compliments to Powwhatron, telling him, That he had 
left Edward Brinton to kill Fowl for him, and the Durch. 
men to finiſh his Houſe, their Treachery not being as yet in 
the leaſt ſuſpected; and the Preſident choſe the rather to 
go off in this eaſy Manner, becauſe he fully intended, when 
the Froſt was gone, to return and chaſtiſe this inſolent 


proud Indian as he deſerved. 


Tur Preſident and his Company were no ſooner gone 
than Powhatton return d, and after conſulting with his new 
Allies the Dutchmen, how to carry on his deceitful Schemes, 
he prevail'd with two of them, Adam and Francis, who 
were fitteſt for the Purpoſe, to go to Fumes Town with a 
pretended Meſſage from the Preſident to bring to him ſome 
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freſh Arms, and at the ſame time to provide themſelyes 


with a few neceſſary Tools they en. to carryo thei 


Work.. 


TH1s plauſible Etrand 8 believed at the Fort 
but not contented with receiving from Captain Wynn 
all the Things they deſired, they further purſued their Vil- 
lainy, by drawing ſix or ſeven more into their Confederacy, 
who. ſtole, and ſecretly furniſh'd them with Swords, Pike- 


heads, Gun-Powder and Shot, &c. which they. canveyed 


away to Powhatton, by the Help of ſome: Indians, who 
were lurking hard by for that Purpoſe.. 


Tnos E Villains, before they left James Town, had con- 


certed with their Confederates to follow them in a ſhort 


time; for beſides that the Colony was truly in a ſtarving 
Condition, they had repreſented Powhatton's extraordinary 
Kindneſs to them in ſo favourable a Light, and the Cer- 
tainty of his Succeſs in deſtroying all — Engliſh, that their 


Friends made no Heſitation to accept the Party; and ſo 
they return d clear of all Suſpicion 8 Powhatton, who had 


cautiouſly kept their Comrade Samuel as a Pledge, and em- 
ployed him ſo well, that he had already made for him one 
hundred Hatchets, fifty Swords, eight Guns, and as many 
Pikes. 


BRINTON and Richard Savage, two Engliſhmen, who 
had been left with Powhatton, perceiving the Datchmen ſo 
diligent and. officious to provide the Indians. with all kind 
of Weapons, attempted to make their Eſcape to James 
Town ; but were unfortunately apprehended and confined, 
expecting every Moment to be put to Death. 1 
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Ar this time the Preſident, who was chiefly anxious to 
provide a ſufficient Supply of Corn, took his Route towards 
Pawmonkie, where he arrived in two or three Days, and as 
many more were ſpent on Board, feaſting merrily with the 
King ; but on the Day appointed for beginning to trade, 
when the Preſident, together with fifteen of his Company, 
had gone up half a Mile from the River to the King's 
Houſe, they found it ſtripped of every Thing, and no body 
there except an old lame Man and a Boy. However in a 
ſhort time the King arrived, and brought divers of his 
People along with him, loaded with Bows, Arrows, and 
ſuch ſort of Merchandize, as they knew the Engliſb did 
not want; ſo the Preſident finding that. they kept up their 
Commodities at ſo high a Rate, as if they did not really in- 
tend. to deal, he addreſs'd the King in this Manner : 


* OPOCHANCANOUGH, the great Love you ex. 
* preſs with your Tongue does not ſeem to correſpond with 
* your Actions: Laſt Year you very kindly filled my Ship 
© with Corn, but now you have invited me to ſtarve. You 
© very well know my Want, and I am not ignorant of your 
Plenty; remember, it is fit that Kings ſhould keep their 
© Promiſes. Here are my Commodities before you ; take 
* ſuch as you like, and I will proportion out the reſt in fit 
© Bargains for your People, as I pleaſe. 


Tat King ſeem d kindly: to accept the Preſident's Offer, 
and the better to colour their Intent, they ſold what they 
had. there at a very low Rate, and. promiſed that a larger 
Company ſhould come better provided the next Day; at 
which time the Preſident having committed the Charge of 


the Pinnace and Barges to Mr, Phettiplace, he with his 
fifteen, 
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fifteen Companions marched up again to the King's Houſe, 
where they found four or five Men newly arrived, having 


each a large Baſket ; and immediately after came Opochan- 
canougb himſelf, who in a {train'd Chearfulneſs entertain'd 


the Preſident with a long Diſcourſe of the Pains he had 


taken to keep his Promiſe, when all of a ſudden Mr. Ruſſel, 


running haſtily up to the Preſident, told him, they were 
betrayed ; for that ſeven hundred Indians, well armed, had 
ſurrounded the Houſe, and beſet the Fields all about. The 
King, conjecturing what Ruſſel ſaid, could not conceal in his 
Countenance the Extremity of his Fear ; but the Preſident, 
with much Coolneſs, addreſſed himſelf in few Words to 
his fifteen Companions ; and after putting them in Mind of 
his former Eſcape, when he was alone, amongſt many 
Hundreds of theſe cowardly People, he aſked if they would 
ſtand by him, to which they all anſwer'd, They would, or 
die on the Spot. Then the Preſident ſpoke to the King, as 


follows: 


O POCHANCANVNO UG, I plainly ſee your Intent, 
© but at the ſame time I fear you not; our Men as yet have 
done no Harm, and if you have the Courage that belongs 
© to a King, you and I will go by ourſelves to yonder 
© Iſland in the Middle of the River, with equal Arms, and 
decide the Matter: Let every Indian you have under 
* your Command, bring a Baſket of Corn, -againſt which I 
vill depoſite all my Commodities; ſo let the Conqueror 
© between us two take all, and do as he pleaſes.” | 


TR deceitful Indian, under the Pretence of Kindneſs, to 
remove Captain Smiths Suſpicion, had cauſed a large Preſent 
to be brought to the Door, which the Captain was intreated 
to receive, thinking thereby to have killed him as he went 


out ; 
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out j but inſtead of that, che brave Preſident order d two of his 
ſtouteſt Men to guard the Door, and commanded the reſt 
to clear the Room, while he himſelf at that Inſtant laid 
hold of the King by the Hair of his Head, and clapping a 
Piſtol to his Breaſt, he dragged him about almoſt half dead 
with Fear; and chen made the Wing Speech to the 


People: 


 PAWMONKTES, I perceive it is nothing but my 

Patience, and too long Forbearance, that has encoura 
© you to make this inſolent Attempt on my Life. I do not 
forget the Promiſe! and Vow which I made before the 
© God I worſhip, to be your Friend; but now you are be- 
come ſuch Fools as to give me juſt Cauſe to be your Ene- 
my. I know, if I keep that Vow, God will preſerve me; 
© and if I break it unjuſtly, he will deſtroy me. Take heed 
© therefore what you do; for if you ſhoot but one Arrow to 
hurt me, or any of my Men, I ſhall never ceaſe purſuing 
© Revenge, as long as I can find an Indian who refuſes to 
deny the very Name of Patomonkie, I am not now 
* drown'd in Mud, as I was when you took me Priſoner ; 
© and yet methinks, I have ſtill ſo kind a Remembrance of 
« your good Ulage at that time, and of your faithfully 
© keeping your Promiſe in ſaving my Life, that a ſimple 
© Denial of your Treachery would almoſt perſuade me even 
* to forgive you now. But what Need of all this Diſcourſe, 
if it is me only you aim at? Here I ſtand before you, let 
© him that dare, ſhoot, and take what follows. You know 
you have promiſed, before I depatt, to load my Ship with 
Corn; and ſo you ſhall, elſe I mean to load her with yout 
dead Carcafes : Yet, if you will conſider better of it, and 
come into a friendly Trade and Correſpondence again, I 
once more iſe to be your Friend, and to releaſe yout 
6 King 3 
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King; for I come not hither with Intent to hurt him, or 
© any of you.” 


IMMEDIATELY one and all of them flung down their 
Arms; Men, Women and Children brought in their Com- 
modities to trade, and ſold them at what Rate the Engliþ 
pleaſed to take them. But by this time the Preſident was 
ſo fatigued, that he retir'd to take a little Reſt, when ſome 
Indians perceiving that he was faſt aſleep, and the Guard 
careleſsly diſperſed, forty or fifty ſtout Fellows, each with 
a Club or an Eng/i/h Sword in his Hand, ruſhed into the 
Room, with ſuch a Crowd behind to ſupport them, that the 
Noiſe awaken'd Captain Smith, who preſently flew to his 
Arms; and with the Aſſiſtance only of two or three of his 
own People, he quickly forced them to throng faſter out 
than they came in ; and hereupon the King, attended by 
ſome of his ancient Chiefs, made a long Oration to excuſe 
the Interruption given ; Preſents were renew'd, and the 
ſhort time they remain'd together, was ſpent in a friendly 
Commerce, to both their Contents. 


WHILE the Preſident was thus employ'd, there hap- 
pen'd an unfortunate Accident at the Fort; Mr. Scriuener 
being too much elated with an Increaſe of Power, and large 
Promiſes which he had lately received 'by Letters from 
England, took every Occaſion to thwart Captain Smith, and 
oppole all his Deſigns. With this View, a few Days after 
the Preſident's Departure, he took it in his Head to go on 
an Expedition in a ſmall Boat, to an Iſland in James River, 
called the Iſle of Hogs ; and altho the Preſident expected 
Captain Waldo to be ready on a Call to follow him, in order 
to ſupport his intended Attack on Powhatton, yet Mr. Scri- 
dener inſiſted, that Captain Waldo, Mr. Antony Gaſſuel, and 


eight 
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eight more, ſhould go along with him. Accordingly, they 
went out in the midſt of extreme cold and bad Weather ; 


and whether it was that the Boat was over-loaded, or by 
Means of the high Winds, is uncertain, but they all periſhed; 


and the Indians firſt diſcover'd their dead Bodies, which, no 


Doubt, gave ſome Encouragement to their Inſolence about 


that time. It was neceflary however, that the Preſident ' 


ſhould be advertiſed of this melancholy Event ; but every 
one at the Fort, to whom it was propoſed, excuſed himſelf, 
until Mr. Richard Wyffin alone undertook to perform that 
hazardous Journey : He lodged the firſt Night in the Ter- 
ritory of Powhatton, where the good Lady Pocobuntas con- 
cealed him, and ſent thoſe who purſued him the quite con- 
trary Way ; at laſt by her Means, and the Effect of a good 
many Bribes, he was enabled to proceed, and on the third 
Day found the Preſident, who conjured him to conceal his 
Story from the reſt of the Company; and ſo, when Night 
approached, the ſorrowful Preſident, diſſembling his Grief, 
went ſafely on Board the Pinnace with all his People, leav- 
ing Opochancanough at Liberty, as he had promiſed ; and 
from thence they went back to Verecomaco, where, tho 
Powhatton had been very buſy, making great Preparation 
for War, yet on the Preſident's Approach, all the Country 
came in, without Arms, to trade, 


NExr Morning by Sun-riſe the Fields were cover'd with 
People, having their full Baſkets all painted, in order to 
tempt Captain Smith on Shore ; for without his Preſence 
they peremptorily refuſed to deal, and at the ſame time 
declared they could not bear the Sight of a Gun. 


Tur Preſident at laſt obſerving that they began to de- 
part, and unwilling to loſe the Opportunity of this Market, 
P after 
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after he had contrived to hide his Men in the Pinnace and 
Barges, himſelf, only with three more, went on Shore in 
Arms, and a few he had appointed without Arms to re- 
ceive what the Indians brought. They immediately flocked 
about Captain Smith, who refuſed to go to Powhatton ; 


. wherefore the King obſerving moſt of the Engliſb, that 


were in Sight, unarmed, he came down to the Preſident with 
about two or three hundred Men in the Form of two half 
Moons, before whom came twenty Women with painted 
Baſkets, who, as ſoon as the Men approached, flung their 
Baſkets on the Ground, and run away ; and having in this 
Manner beſet the Field all around, Powhatton thought him- 
ſelf ſure of the Blow. But the wary Prefident at this time 
only moved himſelf a little about, until he had brought the 


Body of the Indians right oppoſite to his Men in Ambuſh ; 


and then giving the Word of Command, the Engliſh ad- 
vanced from behind the Bank of the River, with their 
Matches already cock d, on which the Indians inſtantly fled 
like ſo many Sheep, and left the Preſident quietly to retire 
to his Barge. 


Ar Night the Preſident ſent Mr. Craſhaw, and Mr. Ford, 
to James Town with a Meſſage to Captain Mynn; and in 
the way they accidentally met with five of the Dutchmens 
Confederates going to Powhatton ; but, to avoid Suſpicion, 
they thought fit to return with the Meſſengers to the Fort. 


THE Indians imagin'd, that Captain Smith had ſent for 
more Men, and began to be terribly afraid, that he would 
burn their Houſes, and deſtroy all their Fiſhing-Wires, as 
he had often threatened ; to prevent which Powhatton the 
next Day ſent him a Chain of Pearl, intreating him to ſtop 
the coming of more Men, and defiit from his Purpoſe ; on 

which 
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which Condition the King promiſed, even if they ſhould 
want themſelves, to bring as much Corn on Board as would 
load his Ship ; and accordingly, in five or fix Days Time, 


they brought the Corn on their Backs from all Parts, and 
carry'd it on Board very chearfully. 


Tur went from hence, a little further amongſt ſome 
neighbouring Indians, in queſt of Corn, which at that 
time was very ſcarce with the Natives themſelves ; and in 
this Trip the Preſident, Mr. Feft, and two or three more 
had like to have been artificially poiſon'd with a Preſent : 
But as it happen'd to work itſelf off, Captain Smith choſe 
rather to deſpiſe the Attempt, than to avenge it ; for had 
he not thus diſſembled with the Indians, but proceeded on 
every Occaſion to puniſh them according to their Deſerts, 
they would certainly have moved to a greater Di- 
ſtance with their Corn, whereby the Eng/i/h at that Seaſon 
of the Year muſt have periſhed for Want; beſides the Pre- 
ſident was cautious of giving Powhatton any Suſpicion to 
occaſion his Flight; for he was determined to find ſome O 
portunity to be revenged of that old Fox ; and for that Pur- 
poſe he ſtrait return'd by the way of Werecomaco, where 
as ſoon as they arrived, the Preſident ſent Mr. pn and 
Mr. Coe on Shore, to bring him Intelligence; but to their 
great Surpriſe, they found Powhatton, by the Advice of his 
Dutch Counſellors, had removed with all his Effects, and 
left his new Houſe ; ſo, finding there was nothing more 
to be done there at this time, they failed directly for James 
Town, with a pretty conſiderable, and no leſs welcome 


Supply of Corn, Cc. 


Tux firſt Thing the Preſident did after his Return, was 
to examine the Stores ; and altho' what remain'd of the laſt 
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Summer's Proviſion was very much ſpoil'd with the Rats, 
yet it was found they had enough to keep them from the 
Danger of ſtarving, till next Harveſt, However the Preſi- 
dent taking on himſelf the ſole Adminiſtration, and being 
reſolved to encourage Induſtry, and totally to ſuppreſs Idle- 
neſs, and all Manner of factious Diſputes, he divided the 


People into ſmall Companies, to be continually employed in 


ſome Bufineſs or other, and then ſpoke to them as follows : 


© IF the Miſeries and Wants you have ſuffer'd, are not 
« ſufficient to inſpire you with more Induſtry for the Time 
© to come, you may at leaſt be aſſured, that neither the 
© Company's Money at Home, nor my Labour here, ſhall 
* be ſpent to maintain you in Sloth and Idleneſs, I am 
© ſenſible, there are ſome amongſt you that want no Re- 


| © proof, but on the contrary deſerve Applauſe, and a better 


* Reward than the Meanneſs of our Circumſtances will yet 
afford; but it is out of all Reaſon, that the hard Labour 
of thirty or forty honeſt induſtrious Men ſhould be con- 


© ſumed in maintaining one hundred and fifty idle Loiterers. 


© And however formerly ſome of you have been encouraged 
to contradict my Orders, by thoſe of the Council who are 


not now in the Way, to foment factions Diſcontents, 


know, that as long as the Power and chief Direction con- 
* tinues with me, I will be obey'd; and that there may be no. 
© Pretence to ſlight my Authority, the Letters Patents ſhall. 
© be read to you every Week; for he that eats, if he is able, 
* ſhall work; and he that dares wilfully to diſobey, or offend, 
may aſſuredly expect to meet with due Correction. 


To encourage the Diligent, as well as to puniſh the Sloth-. 
ful, an exact Account was kept of every Man's Day's Work, 
and each Individual was ſure to be treated according to his. 
Merit ; 
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Merit ; yet ſtill the Dutchmens Confederates found Means 
to convey privately out of the Store, to their Companions, 
Powder, Shot, Swords and Tools, without being diſcovered. 
But thoſe of them, who remained with Powhatton to teach 


his People the Uſe of Fire-Arms, being uneaſy that their 


Confederates at Fames Town had not yet deſerted the Eng- 
liſh, and come up to them, according to their Promiſe, 
ſent one of their Number, called Francis, diſguiſed like 
an Indian, to the Glaſs-Houſe, about a ſhort Mile from 
the Fort, to learn what was the Occaſion of their Diſap- 

intment ; and they contrived at the ſame time, that forty 
or fifty Indians ſhould lie in Ambuth hard by, in Hopes to 
meet with the Preſident, as he often walked about from one 
Place to another by himſelf. 


TRE Preſident having ſome Intelligence of this Durch- 
man in Diſguiſe, ſent to apprehend him; and finding he was 
gone, order'd twenty Men in Arms to-purſue and bring him 
back, if poſſible. In the mean time, as the Preſident was 
returning from the Glaſs-Houſe by himſelf, with only a 
Hanger about him, he met with an Indian King, called Pa 
pabego, who endeavoured to lead him towards that Place 
where. the Ambuſh of Indians lay ; and when he found he 
could not perſuade Captain Smith into the Snare, he pre 
ſently attempted to ſhoot him, which tho' the Preſident 
prevented by grappling with him, yet the Indian being a 
very ſtrong ſtout Fellow, he not only hinder'd Captain Smith 
from drawing his Hanger, but bore him down. into- the 
River with an Intent to drown him ; and after a deſperate 
Struggle in the Water, the Preſident got fuch faſt Hold of 
the Indians Throat, that he was almoſt ſtrangled ;. and the 
Preſident then drawing his Hanger to cut off his Head, the 
poor Wretch begg'd his Life in ſo miſerable a Manner, _ 
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the good- natur d Preſident only led him Priſoner to es 


Town, and put him in Irons. 


By this time the Dutchman Francis was taken, and 
brought back, who in his Defence pretended, that Powhattor 
not only detained them by Force, but uſed them very ill, 
which was the Reaſon of his Diſguiſe, to make his Eſcape 
at the Hazard of his Life; that he was only gathering 
Walnuts in the Woods, and did not intend to return to 
Powhatton, when they overtook him; but the Circum- 
ſtances being ſtrong againſt him, and amply confirm'd by 


Paſpabego the Indian King's Confeſſion of all the Treachery, 


Francis was committed to Gaol, The. Preſident forbore 
to proceed any farther againſt him for ſome time, hoping 
thereby to regain his Companions from the Indians. 


PASPAHEGO ſent many Meſſengers to Powhatton, 
intreating him to procure his Libet ty, by returning the 
Dutchmen ; but the Anſwer was, that altho' Powhatton did 
not detain the Dutchmen, they ablolutely refuſed themſelves 
to return, and it was not in his Power to force them. 


Many of Paſpalegos People, together with his Wives 
and Children, came daily to viſit him, and brought large 
Preſents, which he ſo effectually beſtowed to gain ſome 


Credit and good Will amongſt the Eng/i/h, that one Day, 


notwithſtanding his Fetters, perceiving the Guard negligent, 
he made his Eſcape : Captain Mynn immediately purſued 
him, but was oppoſed by ſeveral Troops of Indians, who at 
length ſecured their King's Flight. | 


As ſoon as the Preſident was informed of what had hap- 
pen'd, he ſent Captain Vynn and Lieutenant Percy, with 
fifty 
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fifty Men in Arms, to be revenged of Paſpabego, or to bring 
him back; but in the Morning, when they arrived near the 
Place, they found the Indians ready to engage them ; and 
after ſeveral Vollies at each other, without loſing a Man on 
either Side, they only took two Canoes, burnt the King's 
Houſe, and return'd to Fames Town. 


THe Preſident, judging it to be abſolutely neceſſary to 
make ſome Attempt to reſtrain that Inſolence which of late 
appeared almoſt every-where amongſt the Indians, marched 
out himſelf with a ſtrong Party againſt them ; and in the 
firſt Encounter he killed fix or ſeven, and took as many 
Priſoners ; afterwards in many Places he burnt their Houſes, 


took away their Canoes, and deſtroyed all theirFiſhing-Wires ; 


and as he was paſſing by the Place where Paſpabego lived, 
in his Way to Chicahominy, the Indians with a Bravado 
challenged the Eugliſh to come on Shore, which they rea- 
dily condeſcended to do; as ſoon as the Indians perceived 
it was Captain Smith himſelf that conducted them, they 
flung down their Bows, and begged Peace. Their Spokeſ- 
man was a ſtrong young Fellow, called Okoning, whoſe 
pathetick Speech in the following Terms merits to he 


related: 


CAPTAIN Smith, My Maſter Paſpahego is here in 
Company, and when your People came in Sight, he took 
* you for Captain VMynn, of whom he intended to have 
© taken Revenge, becauſe my Matter never oftended him; 
and altho he knows he has offended you by eſcaping out 
of Priſon, yet he hopes you will conſider, that the Fiſhes 
* ſwim, the Fowls fly, and every Beaſt ſtrives to eſcape the 
0 Snare, and the Lite ; and therefore you ought not to 


1 him, being a Man. 
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© He intreats you to remember, when you was a Pri- 
© ſoner, what Pains he took to ſave your Life; and if ſince 
that time he has attempted to injure you, it was not his 
Choice, but becauſe he was compelled to do it; beſides, 
* your People have already revenged it to our too great 
© Loſs, 


Wx know you are come at this time with Intent to 
deſtroy us; but ſurely it will be better for you to ſuffer us 
to continue in our Habitations, and plant Corn-Fields ; 
ſince thereby you will ſupply your own Wants, and ſhare 
| the Fruit of our Labour ; which,with a little more Trouble, 
! we can follow in another Place out of your Way. If 
= © you promiſe us Peace, we will believe you; but if you are 

* reſolved to proceed in your Revenge, we are determin'd 


to abandon the Country. 


— 
E - — A A 


Tax Preſident was ſo moved at this Diſcourſe, that he 
generouſly enter'd into a new League of Friendſhip with 
them, on Condition that none of them ſhould at any time 
hereafter attempt to hurt any Engliſhman ; and that they 
would always bring to James Town what Corn and other 

Wroviſion they had to ſpare. 


ABOUT this time a great many Complaints were made 
to the Preſident at James Town againſt the Chicahominy 
Indians for Thieving ; particularly of a young Indian, who 
had carry'd off a Piſtol ; and becauſe the Thief was gone, 
they laid hold of his two Brothers,who, it ſeems, were privy 
to the Theft ; one was put in Priſon, and the other ſent to 
recover the Piſtol, threatening, that if he did not bring it 
back in twelve Hours time, his Brother would be hanged. 

The 
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The Preſident, in Compaſſion to the poor Fellow in Gaol, 
ſent him ſome Victuals and a little Charcoal to make him 
a Fire; the other was ſo diligent, that he return'd with the 
Piſtol about Midnight. But when they open'd the Priſon 
Door ,they found the Priſoner ſo miſerably burnt, and quite 
choaked with the Smoak of the Charcoal, that he lay for 
dead ; on which his Brother fell into violent Agonies of 
Grief, The Preſident ſaid to him, That on Condition they 
would never ſteal any more, he would reſtore his Brother 
to Life ; and tho' he much doubted of the Succeſs, yet by 
the Help of ſome Aquavitæ, and a little Vinegar, he brought 
the Indian to himſelf ; which was blazed abroad amongſt 
them as a Miracle, and raiſed the Preſident's Character with 
all the Indians to the higheſt Pitch. 


Muck about the ſame time, one of Powhatton's Men 
having obſerved the Soldiers at James Town drying their 
Gunpowder, when it happen'd to be wet or moiſt; he, to 
ſhew his Skill amongſt his Companions, ſpread a large Bag 
of Gunpowder on the Back of an old Piece of Iron ; but 
heating it too much, it blew up and killed him, with one or 
two more, beſides hurting many of the By-ſtanders, 


THESE, and ſome other Accidents of the like Nature, 
kept Powhatton's People, and all the reſt of the Indians, in 
ſuch Terror and Awe of the Engliſb, that they ſent Preſents 
from all Parts ; and not only return'd whatever they found 
had been ſtolen, without ſtaying till it was demanded, but 
always ſent the Thieves along with it to Fames Town, in 
order to be puniſh'd as the Preſident thought fit; and thus 
the Country became equally open and free to Engliſhmen 
and Indians, without Diſtinction; which Harmony continued 


* firm 


113 


YE 


= 114 


De Hiſtory of VIAXGIN IA. 
firm and unbroken during all the Time of Captain Smith's 


Reſidence amongſt them. 


Noris could be more orderly than they were at 
Fames Town, for the Space of two Months, and a great 
deal of Work of all Kinds was performed ; but at laſt the 
Stores being quite exhauſted, and no more Corn to be had, 
the Mutineers, who were generally thoſe that eat moſt ra- 
venouſly, but hated Work, began to form their Cabals, and 
to urge the Preſident to ſell and diſpoſe of Arms, Tools, or any 
Thing, howſoever neceſſary and uſeful it might be, to fill 
their Bellies; and becauſe they could not prevail with him to 
ſatisfy ſuch fooliſh and unreaſonable Demands, they ſought 
all Occaſions to leſſen the Colony's Reputation, alledging, it 
was impracticable to be maintain'd, and that they ought to 
take the firſt Opportunity to deſert it, and return for 
England. 


DurIinG theſe Animoſities, one Captain Argal arrived. 
from England, to carry on an interloping Trade on a pri- 
vate Account: He ſupply'd them in their Diſtreſs with a 
very acceptable Share of Proviſion, and in Return they made 
ſhift to load his Ship with one Thing or other ; and here 
we muſt leave them for a while, in order to give an Ac- 
count of the great Alterations that were made about this 
time in the Conſtitution and Government of the Virginia 
Company at London. 


TRE Adventurers hitherto in the planting of this Colony 
being conſiderably out of Pocket, and tired ont with the 
factious Diviſions that prevail d at James Town, as well as 
the continual Demands that were daily made for more Sup- 
plies of Men and Neceſſaries; but above all being greatly 
diſappointed 
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diſappointed in the Expectation which they had conceived, 
of immediate Returns in immenſe Riches from thence ; 
the moſt conſiderable of them, on Behalf, and in the Name 
of the whole Company, petition'd his Majeſty King Fames 
to recal his Letters Patents, and alter the Form of that 
Government, by appointing a Governor in chief, and other 
public Officers, for the better adminiſtring Affairs in 
Virginia, under the Royal Authority. 


HeRrEveoN the King was pleaſed to appoint the Right 
Honourable the Lord De la Var, to be Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Colony of Virginia, Sir Thomas 
Gates Lieutenant-Governor, Sir George Summers Admiral, 
Sir Thomas Dale High-Marſhal, Sir Ferdinando Wainman 
General of the Horſe, and Captain Newport Vice-Admiral ; 
together with many other Offices which were at this time 
created, and filled up with Perſons of good Birth and Rank, 
who brought in their Friends to advance ſuch confiderable 
Sums of Money, that nine Ships were directly fitted out 
with five hundred Men, under the Command of Sir Thomas 
Gates, Sir George Summers, and Captain Newport, who each 
of them had equal Authority, whoever ſhould firſt arrive, to 
take upon him the Government, and ſuperſede the Perſon 
acting by any former Commiſſion ; but a Diſpute ariſing 
amongſt theſe three, inveſted with equal Powers of Govern- 
ment, about Precedency, it was concluded, that they ſhould 
embarque together on Board one Ship, called the Sea Ad- 
venture. And accordingly this Fleet failed from England 
in the Month of May, 1609. But the Admiral's Ship, which 
carried the three Deputy-Governors, and one hundred and 
fifty Men, with the Royal Commiſſions and all the material 
Papers on Board, was unfortunately ſeparated from the reſt 
of the Fleet in a violent Storm; and after working very hard 
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for three Days, to keep the Ship from ſinking, they were 
drove on Shore and ſhipwreck'd on the Iſland of Bermudas, 
where all the Company, by God's Providence, ſaved them- 

ſelves ;. and finding a great many Hogs on the Iſland, 
(which were ſuppoſed to have ſwam from the Spaniſh 
Wrecks, and increaſed there) together with. Plenty of Fiſh 


and. Wild-Fowl, they ſtay'd almoſt a whole Year, hav- 


ing no Indians to annoy them, and yet they could not 
forbear quarrelling among themſelves. The two Knights, 
each forming a Party to himſelf, built two ſmall Ships or 
Brigantines of Cedar-Wood, and rigg'd them out of the Re- 
mainder of the old Wreck.. But here we muſt leave them 
for ſome time, to. inquire what became of the reſt of that 
Fleet. 


ONE ſmall Catch was loſt in the Storm; and never more 
heard of, but the other ſeven arrived. ſafe in Virginia; and 
with them return d the Captains Ratchf, Martin, and 
Archer, who had not forgot their old Feuds and Reſent- 
ments. againſt the worthy Preſident Captain Smith, whoſe 
Conduct was always of a Piece, ſtill continuing firm and 
ſteady for the careful Support and Preſervation of that Set- 
tlement, wherein he had had ſo laborious and painful a 
Share, 


TE Arrival of ſo large a Fleet very much alarmed the 
ſmall Colony at James Town, apprehending it might be the 
Spantards, or ſome Enemy come to attack them; and the 
watchful Prefident, who doubted nothing leſs, not only put 
Things in the beſt Order he could to receive them as ſuch, 
but had Intereſt enough to engage all the Indians to ſtand 
by him, which they chearfully undertook : and truly, when 
his Countrymen came on Shore, they were ſo full of them- 

| ſelves, 
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ſelves, and the new Authority which they imagin'd they 
had brought along with them, that they ſhewed a Contempt 
of every Thing that was there ; and ſuch of them as were 
appointed to be of the Council, wanted immediately to 
aſſume the Adminiſtration of Government ; but the Royal 
Commiſſions, and ſuch other Papers as were needful to vouch 
their Pretenſions, being along with the Admiral, who at 
this time was ſuppoſed to be loſt, they could not prevail 
with Captain Smith to lay down his Office and Power on 
their bare Aſſertion of ſuch Things, as indeed appeared 
very new and ſtrange to him, who had not had the leaſt 
Notice or Suſpicion of ſo ſudden and ſurprizing a Change. 


Ir is not difficult to conceive the Animoſities, Quarrels, 
and Diſguſts, that would naturally ariſe on this Ocœſion, 
between the Preſident's Friends in the Country, and thoſe 
particular Perſons, who, tho but lately ſent home from Vir- 
ginia under the Circumſtance of ſeditious Criminals, yet 
were now come over again cloathed with Authority, and a 
great Poſſe to ſupport their Reſeutments, 


In this Situation however the honeſt Preſident found 
Means effectually to maintain his Character, by exerciſing 
with Diſcretion his juſt Authority to quell; every Diſorder 
that happen'd ; and likewiſe he loſt no Time in diſperſing 
and diſpoſing of the People newly arrived, ta. the beſt Ad- 
vantage of the Buſineſs for which they were. ſent thither : 
For = ſent one hundred Men, under the Command of 
Captain Martin, to Nanſamund ; and one hundred and 
twenty, under Mr. Veſts Directions, to ſettle and build a 
Fort on the Falls of James River. But both theſe Gen- 
tlemen were ſo indiſcreet.in their Conduct, as to provoke the 


Indians by ill Uſage to quarrel with them, and their People; 
whereby 
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whereby a great many of the Engliſb loſt their Lives, and at 
the ſame time that Peace and Harmony which the good 
Prefident had taken ſo much Pains to cultivate with the 
Natives, was broken. 


To rectify thoſe Diſorders, the Preſident went up to 
Mr. Weſt's new Settlement at the Falls, taking only five 
Men along with him; but found, when he came there, that 
Mr. Veſt had left the People to themſelves, and was gone 
down to James Town: And the Indians made ſuch heavy 
Complaints of the ill Uſage they had received from their 
new Friends, that the Preſident was obliged to examine into 
the Matter, and to puniſh ſuch of them as plainly appeared to 
have been the Aggreſſors. Yet as he could make but a very 
ſhort Stay with them, as ſoon as he was gone, they returned 
to their former Practices, which was wholly owing to 
Mr. Weſts Lenity, and the Want of any Order or Diſ- 
cipline amongſt them. 


THe Preſident being over-fatigu'd with Care, happen'd 
to fall aſleep in the Boat, as he was coming down the River 
on his Return to the Fort; and by the unextinguiſh'd Aſhes 
of a Tobacco-Pipe, or ſome ſuch Accident, his Powder-Bag 
took Fire, and blew up, which tore all his Thigh and Hip 
in a terrible Manner, and gave him ſuch Extremity of 
Pain, that it was with much Difficulty and Danger he could 
be convey'd to James Town, where there was neither Sur- 
geon, nor proper Remedies to be had for the Cure of 
ſo dangerous a Wound; and while he lay under great Tor- 
ture in this pitiful Condition, he was certainly informed of 
ſeveral Plots that his old Enemies had laid to deſtroy him, 
and take him out of the Way, It was however the de- 
plorable State of his Wound, and not the leaſt Apprehenſion 


or 
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or Fear of their malicious Defigns, which at laſt determin'd 
him to leave thoſe unhappy W retches to themſelves ; and 
to go home for England, with the Ships that were juſt ready 


to ſail. 


TRE Harveſt was ſafely got in, when Captain Smith re- 
ſign d his Command to Mr. Percy, and left behind him 
three Ships, ſeven Boats, ten Weeks Proviſion, twenty-four 

three hundred Muſkets, a ſufficient Quantity of 
Match-Powder and Shot, and more Swords and Pikes than 
there were Men to uſe them; one hundred of ſeaſon'd 
ſtout Fellows, well train'd up to fight or follow any ſort of 
Buſineſs in that Country, Nets for Fiſhing, and all manner 
of Tools for common Labour ; a good Quantity of Ap- 
„one Horſe, and ſix Mares; between five and fix 
hundred Hogs, and as many Hens and Chickens, together 
with ſome Goats, and a few Sheep ; for Captain Smith was 
not only careful. to fave all the Creatures brought alive from 
Europe, but to increaſe and preſerve the Breed. as much as 


poſſible. 


BesIDEs James Town, which contained between fifty 
and ſixty Houſes, he left five or fix other ſmall Forts and. 
Plantations ; which he had cauſed to be erected, and laid 
out in convenient Places for Trade, as well as Defence. 
It muſt be own'd, that this Gentleman very ſucceſsfully: 
overcame many great and ſurpriſing Difficulties in the pub... 
tic Service ; for which, no. doubt, he juſtly deſerved the 
following Character given of him, by one of thoſe who ac- 
company d him in all or moſt of his Adventures in Virginia: 


HE was a juſt Man, and an experienc'd Officer, void 
* of any vicious Pride, ever fruitful of Expedients to pro- 
vide. 
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vide for the People under his Command, whom he choſe 
* rather to lead than ſend into any Danger. 


© Ox all hazardous or fatiguing Expeditions, he ſhared 
every Thing equal with his Company; and never deſired 
* any of them to do more, than he was always ready to 
* aft and perform himſelf, 


© Hex would often ſuffer Want, rather than borrow of 
© thoſe he did not like; and would even venture to ſtarve, 


rather than not repay. 


* 


HH x was quite a Stranger to Covetouſneſs, and ſo 
© a Lover of Truth, that he abhorred Falſhood beyond all 


other Evils.* 


* 


Ir was no ſooner known that Captain Smith was gone, 
but the Indians in general revolted, and deſtroyed the Engl i i 
where-ever they met any of them, cut off many of 
Boats, and did all the Miſchief poſſible to the — ; 
which had no Reſource for more Proviſions than what were 
left in the Store, which, with Extravagance and other diſ- 
orderly Proceedings amongſt them, were ſoon expended. 


CAPTAIN Ratchff in a ſmall Ship, with thirty Men 
well provided, went out to trade; but truſting himſelf in- 
diſcreetly to Powhatton, he and all his People were lain, ex- 
cept one Man, who eſcaped, and a Boy called Henry Spileman, 
who was ſaved by the Princeſs Pocohuntas, and lived after- 
wards many Years amongſt the Indians. 


Tux Loſs of Captain Smith was now felt indeed, and 


. univerſally lamented for all Things went into the utmoſt ; 


Confuſion : 
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Confuſion : As for the Hogs, Poultry and Sheep, what the 
Indians could not come at, were in a very ſhort time con- 
ſumed by the Luxury of the Officers. In ſhort, between 
the indiſcreet Conduct of their Governors, and the Cruelty 
of the Natives, in ſo little a Space as ſix Months after Captain 
Smith left them, the Colony was reduced from above five 
hundred Perſons to no more than ſixty odd, Men, Women 
and Children, who had nothing to ſubſiſt on but wild Herbs, 
Roots, and a little Fiſh; at laſt the Famine was ſo great, that 
they eat the very Skins of the Horſes, and fed on the Body 
of an Indian that was killed, which they dug out of the 
Ground after it had been buried; and, whatis yet more ſhock- 
ing to relate, one egregious Monſter amongſt them, after 
killing his own Wife, ſalted the Body, and had eat a good 
Part of it before the Murther was diſcover'd ; but for this 
horrid Fact he was juſtly condemn'd and executed. 


ABovUrT this time the three Governors, who had been 
wreck'd on the Iſland of Bermudas, put to Sea, with one 
hundred and fifty Paſſengers, on Board the two ſmall Veſ- 
ſels they had built there; and in fourteen Days, viz. on the 
25th of May, 1610. they arrived in Virginia, and went up 
directly to James Town, where they found that ſmall Re- 
mainder of the Colony in the above miſerable Condition, 


Tux three Commanders, Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
Summers, and Captain Newport, were extremely moved 
with Compaſſion at ſo pitiful a Sight; and having called a 
Council, they inform'd the People, That they had only 
fixteen Days Proviſion remaining on Board their Veſſels 
and thereforg defired them to take it into Conſideration, 
whether they would venture to Sea with ſo ſmall a Stock, 
or chuſe to continue at James Town; in which laſt Caſe 
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it ſhould be equally divided among all the Company : But 
they ſoon determined to go for England ; and becauſe Pro- 
viſion was ſo ſhort, they propoſed to go by the Banks of 
Newfoundland, in Hopes to meet with ſome Recruit amongſt 
the Fiſhermen at this Seaſon of the Year, 


IN Purſuance of this Reſolution, they went all on Board 
theſe two ſmall Ships, falling down to Hog-1/and on the 
6th of June at Night; and the next Morning to Mulberry- 
Paint, which is ten Miles below James Town, and thirty 
above the Mouth of the River, Here they ſpied a Long- 
boat, which the Lord De la War (who was juſt arrived 
with three Ships) had ſent before him to ſound the Channel. 
His Lordſhip being ſole and chief Governor, he was ac- 
companied with a good many Gentlemen of Diſtinction; 
and having alſo brought a large Stock of Proviſions, and 
other Neceſſaries, he made them all return to James Town, 


where he re- ſettled the Colony with great Satisfaction and 
Content. 


Tat Lord De la War at his firſt entring on the Admi- 
niſtration of Government, made an elegant Speech, wherein 
he delivered his Sentiments in very ſtrong Terms to them all; 
taking Notice of their former Neglects, and promiſing great 
Encouragement to thoſe who would exert themſelves in 
promoting the public Good with Harmony and Diligence ; 
ſo that all Manner of Buſineſs went on that Year in a very 
proſperous Way. Two new Forts were built on Southampton 
River, called Fort Henry, and Fort Charles; Sir George 
Summers undertook a Voyage to Bermudas, in Queſt of Pro- 
viſions ; and Captain Argall was ſent to the River Potow- 
mack, on the ſame Errand, and by the Aſſiſtance of the 


young Man Henry Spileman, who had contracted a F _— 
ip 
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ſhip amongſt thoſe Indians, the Captain returned with a 
Ship-load of Corn to the Fort. Sir Thomas Gates went for 
England, and Mr. Percy, with ſixty Men, was ſent to correct 
the Infolence of the Paſpahego Indians, whoſe Houſes he 
burnt, and flew many of them, | 


My Lord himſelf went up to the Falls of James River, 
and was there attacked by the Indians, who killed four of 
his Men ; but his Diſcipline and Care every-where was ſach, 


that the Natives got no confiderable Advantage while his 


Lordſhip remain d in the Country, which was not above 
nine Months, and a few Days; for latterly being very 
much afflicted with Sickneſs, on the 28th of March fol- 
lowing he fail'd for England, leaving about two hundred 
People behind; and on his Arrival at London he made a full 
Report to the Company of all his Proceedings, together 


with the State of the Colony at that time. But ſome time 


before the Lord De la Vars Arrival, the Company had 
been ſo diligent to ſend out Sir Thomas Dale Governor, 
with three Ships carrying a Recruit of Men and Proviſions 
for twelve Months, who arrived at Keyoughtan on the roth 


of May, 1611. 


SIR Thomas's firſt Care was to viſit the two new Forts, 
Henry and Charles, at the Mouth of James River; where 
finding the People in a way of returning again to their 
former negle&ful and idle Courſes, he made them inftantly 
plant a good deal of Corn on that rich fertile Spot, from 
whence they had a tolerable good Crop; and he afterwards 
kept ſuch ſtrict Order amongſt them at James Town, 
that the Laws were punctually executed, and no Delinquent 
could hope to eſcape due Puniſhment, 
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 Tar1s Governor being quite a Stranger in the Country, 

had form'd to himſelf a Deſign of building a new Town 
or City ; and for that End he went down with an hundred 
good Men to ſearch the River of Nan/amund, for a con- 
yenient Situation ; but finding nothing there to pleaſe him, 
from thence he proceeded all the way up James River, until 
he came to a high riſing Ground about twelve Miles above 
the Falls; which being naturally fortified, and almoſt fur. 
rounded with Water, he pitched on that PlacNor his in- 
tended Purpoſe, 


Ix the mean time ſo intent were the Company at London 


to forward their Plantation of the Colony of Virginia, that 


they had ſent out Sir Thomas Gates with fix large Ships, and 
three hundred Men; together with a great Supply of Am- 
munition, live Cattle, and all manner of Stares, who ſafely 
arrived at James Town on the 2d of Auguſt, in the ſame 


Year 1611. 


AFTER many kind Salutations and other friendly Inter- 
courſe between the two Knights, Sir Thomas Dale ac- 
quainted the other with the Plan of his new intended City ; 
which being very well liked and approved of by Sir Thomas 
Gates, he allowed Sir Thomas Dale to pick out three 
hundred and fifty of the beſt Men to execute that Deſign ; 
and with this Company, in the Beginning of September, he 
went up the River to the aforeſaid Place; where he fo well 
employed his Men, that in a very ſhort time he not only 
fortified the Ground with a Paliſado round, but erected 
Watch-Towers on each Corner, built a Chui rch, a Store- 
houſe, a Houſe for himſelf, and convenient Lodgings for 
the Men, to their Content, and the intire Satisfaction of all 
the 
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the Colony, which Town he called Henrico; and the Pre- 
cin& thereof being very much inlarged at that time by 
Sir Thomas Dale, who took into that Liberty ſeveral Hundreds 
of champain Land, and fettled many Plantations for eight 
or ten Miles round, it continues at this Day to be one of 
the moſt flouriſhing Parts in that Country, lying about fifty 
Miles above Fames Town. 


IN the Beginning of the Year 1612. two more Ships ar- 
rived from England, with Proviſion and forty Men on Board 
each of them; the laſt, commanded by Captain Argall, was 
ſent into Potowmack River to purchaſe a Load of Corn; 
and the Princeſs Pocobuntas happening to be there incognita; 
at the Houſe of an Indian, who had been an old Acquain- 
tance and Friend of Captain Smith's, this poor Lady was 
betrayed, for the Value of a Copper Kettle, wherewith 
Captain Argall had bribed the Indian, to go on Board the 
Ship along with him and his Wife; where ſhe was detained 
a Priſoner, and carried to James Town, in order to make 
the better Terms of Peace with her Father Powhatton. 


Ir was remarkable, that Pocohuntas had altogether abſ- 
trated herſelf from coming to James Town, or converſing 
with the Engliſh, ever ſince Captain Smiths Departure; 
and thought ſhe was ſafely concealed in Diſguiſe, at the 
time ſhe was betrayed to Captain Argall by the Indian and 
his Wife. But, on her Arrival at the Fort, a Meſſenger was 
ſent to acquaint Powhatton, that his beloved Daughter was 
there ; and that it depended on him to redeem her, by ſend- 
ing home the Engliſh Deſerters and Captives, together with 
the Arms and other Things, which his People had ſtolen 
from time to time, 
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THe ſurly proud Indian did not youchſafe to return any 
Aniwer to this Meſſage for three Months; at laſt he con- 
deſcended to ſend back ſeven Engliſh Priſoners, with each 
of them an old ruſty Muſket, promiſing, that if they would 
reſtore his Daughter Pocobuntas, he would give them five 
hundred Buſhels of Corn, and order his People to return 
ſuch Things as were ſtolen ; and moreover, enter into a new 
League of Friendſhip with the Colony. To this it was 
anſwer'd, That they could not truſt him, but that in the 
mean time his Daughter ſhould be very kindly and well 
uſed, until he thought fit to redeem her by performing 
what he ſaid. 


A CONSIDERABLE Time afterwards, having heard nothing 
from Powhatton, Sir Thomas Dale,with one hundred and fifty 
Men, well arm'd, went up to his principal Habitation, and 
carried Pocohuntas along with him ; the King himſelf did 
not appear, but his People were ſo impudent and ſaucy, that 
the Engliſh were obliged to attack them; and after their 
Houſes were burnt, and a great many of them killed, they 
begged hard for a Truce, which was granted them on Con- 
| dition that they would perform their Promiſe, and redeem 
3 Pocobuntas after Harveſt. 


On this Occaſion, two of Poubatton's Sons came on 
Board to ſee their Siſter, and they were extremely pleaſed, 
however to find that ſhe was treated with great Civility and 
Reſpect ; but the Month of April approaching, which was 
the Seaſon for preparing the Ground to plant Corn, the 
Engliſh returned to James Town. 


ABOUT 
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ABOUT this time it was diſcovered that one Mr. John 
Ralfe, an Engliſhman, of a fair and good Character, had 
fallen in Love with Pocobuntas, and ſhe with him; which 
being communicated to Sir Thomas Dale, he encouraged 
the Match, and ſent to Powhatton for his Conſent ; who not 
only approved the Matter, but ſent Opocbiſco an old Indian, 
who was Uncle to Pocobuntas, along with two of her Bro- 
thers, to act as his Deputies at the Wedding, and to do every 
Thing that ſhould be required of them towards the com- 
pleting of that Contract; which had ſo good an Effect, 
that a friendly Intercourſe of Frade was immediately carried 
on between the Engliſb, Powhatton and all his People. 


Tux Chicahominy Indians, who were a hold independent 
People, that dreaded Powhatton's tyrannical Power, as ſoon 
as they were informed of this new League between him and 
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the Engliſb, ſent Meſſengers to Sir Thomas Dale, defiring to 


relinquiſh the Name of Chicabominies, and to be called 


Engliſhmen, and Subjects to King James, under Sir mas 


Dale as the King's Deputy; intreating withal, that they 
might continue to be governed by their own Laws, viz. by 
eight of their Elders, who, they agreed, ſhould ſtill be under 
the Governor's Direction. 


S1R Thomas readily conſented. to this Propaſal, and a Day 


being appointed for the ſolemn Execution of this Treaty, 


the Governor and Captain Argall, with fifty Men, went up | 


to Chicahominy, where the Indians expecting them, treated 
them in the beſt Manner they could ; and the very next 


Morning, in Council, this folemn Treaty was concluded on 


the following Terms : 
1. THAT 
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t. Tuar from that time they ſhould be called Engli/h- 


men, and become faithful Subjects to King J and his 


Deputies. 


2. Tur they would never attempt to kill or hurt any 
of the Engliſt nor their Cattle; but conduct them ſafe 


home, where-ever they happen d to find any of them. 


3. Thar they would always be ready to aſſiſt the Engli/h 
with three hundred good Men, againſt the Spaniard, or any 
other Enemy. 


4. Thar before they enter'd any of the Engliſb Settle- 
ments, they would ſend Notice, that the new Engliſhmen 
were coming. 


g. THAT every fohting Man, at the Beginning of Har- 
veſt, ſhould bring, as an Acknowledgment of Tribute to the 
Store, two Buſhels of Corn, for which he was to receive 
as many Hatchets, 


6. LasTLy, That their eight Elders, or chief Men, who 
undertook to ſee all this performed, were to be accounted 
Noblemen ; and, as ſuch, to receive a red Coat, a Copper 
Chain, and King James's Picture. 


PEACE being thus happily ſettled all over the Country, 
every thing went ſmoothly on during the Remainder of 
Sir Thomas Dale's Adminiſtration ; but towards the Be- 
ginning of the Year 1616. Sir Thomas return d for England, 
ang left Captain George uardly, Deputy-Governor, 
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Mx. Jobn Raife, and his Wife the Princeſs Pocobuntas, 
who, after Marriage, had been baptized by the Name of 
Rebecca, went along in the ſame Ship with Sir Thomas Dale, 
and landed at Plymouth on the 12th of June. 


As 6 as Captain Sith at London, who was then dy 
to ſail for New-England, heard that his incomparable Friend 
Pocohuntas was arrived, leſt he ſhould not have the Oppor- 
tunity to ſee her before his Departure, he preſented a Petition 
to the Queen in her Behalf, ſetting forth at large all the 
particular Circumſtances of his Obligations to Pocohuntas, 
as you find them above related ; but ſhe happily arriving 
at London before the Captain left that Place, he went to 
viſit her ; and for a conſiderable Time the good Lady would 
not condeſcend to ſpeak to him, or ſo much as look towards 
him; for, it ſeems, ſhe had been told in Virginia, that 
Captain Smith was actually dead; and was therefore greatly 
offended, to find ſhe had been ſo groſsly impoſed on ; and 
at laſt, when ſhe was prevailed with to talk to him, ſhe up- 
braided him with his Forgetfulneſs of the great Friendſhip 
ſhe had formerly ſhewed to him ; and behaved herſelf in 
every other Reſpect, ſo much becoming a Perſon of high 
Birth and Rank, that ſhe was treated at Court and every- 
where elſe with Marks of great Diſtinction; but ſome time 
afterwards ſhe fell ſick at Graveſend, as ſhe waited there to 
embarque on her Return to Virginia; and after a few Days 
Illneſs died, with all the Tokens of Piety and Religion that 
became a good Chriſtian ; leaving behind her one only Son, 
Thomas Ralfe, whoſe Poſterity, 3 in Virginia, at this Day, 
live in very good Repute, and inherit Lands by Deſcent 


from her. 
S CAPTAIN 
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CarTain Twardly's Conduct was much blamed, for 
that he neglected every other Thing, to employ the People 
on raiſing large Quantities of Tobacco, for Returns to Eng- 
land ; the cultivating of the Ground for planting Corn was 
poſtponed, and the Natives moſt indiſcreetly encouraged to 
learn the Uſe of Fire-Arms, by employing them as Huntſ- 
men, to kill Game, @&c. 


In March 1617. Captain Argall being appointed Go- 
vernor, he ſaild from Plymouth in the Ship George, and ar- 
rivd at James Town in May following, where he was 
handſomely received by Captain Tardly, and the People 
all under Arms, the right File being led and commanded 
by an Indian; but the Settlement otherwiſe appeared in a 
miſerable bad Condition ; for of four hundred that remain'd, 
one half were unfit for any manner of Service, and not 
above five or ſix Houſes ſtanding in the Town. The 
Church was fallen down to the Ground ; the Paliſadoes and 
the Bridge quite broken, and the Well of freſh Water half 
filled up and ſpoil'd ; the Market-place and Streets were all 
planted with Tobacco; and the Indians no leſs familiar and 
frequent in every Houſe, than the Engliſb themſelves, 
whereby they were become expert in the Uſe of Fire- 
Arms, and had got a great many of them in their 


Cuſtody. 


CAPTAIN Argall, who diſliked this Way of Proceeding, 
loſt no time to give Things a quite different Turn: He 
obliged the People all over the Country to repair their 
Houſes, and to plant a reaſonable Quantity of Corn; like- 
wiſe he omitted no Opportunity to repleniſh the Store, by 
trading with the Natives from time to time ; ſo that this 


happen'd 
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happen'd to be a | np Year, and their Tobacco ſold at 
three Shillings a Pound. 


Ix the Beginning of the Year 1618. the Lord De la War 
was ſent over again with two hundred Men ; but taking his 
Courſe by the Weſtern Iſlands, and meeting with contrary 
Winds, many of the Company fell fick, and my Lord him- 
ſelf with thirty more died in the Paſſage. 


THr1s worthy Lord had taken much Pains, and been at 
a great Expence in contributing to the happy Eſtabliſhment 
of this Colony ; and as he was a Nobleman of fine Parts, 
and of a moſt benevolent and generous Diſpoſition, his 
Death was a ſenſible Loſs to the Colony in general; but 
more particularly to a great many Gentlemen of Birth and 
Education, who had embarqued themſelves along with him, 


and were nat ſo fit to endure the Fatigues which muſt un- 


avoidably attend the planting of a new Settlement in a 
Wilderneſs, 


TH1s Ship however brought Advice, that the Company 
in England were preparing to ſend over a great Number of 
People, depending chiefly on the Proviſions which they now 
ſuppoſed might eaſily be raiſed in Virginia. Hereupon 
Captain Argall called a Council, and drew up a full Re- 
preſentation to be ſent home, ſetting forth the Difficulties 
they daily met with in furniſhing the neceſſary Proviſions 
for thoſe few that were there already ; intimating, that it 
was Farmers and proper Utenſils for that kind of Labour, 
which were wanting more than Gentlemen or Soldiers with 
Arms, that only could fight for their Victuals. 
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TH1s Year was remarkable in Virginia for the Death of 
the great Indian Emperor Poꝛobatton, who was ſucceeded 
by Itopatin, his younger Brother; Opochancanough the elder 
having diſobliged the old Man, by withdrawing the Chicka- 
hominy Indians from his Subjection. Nevertheleſs both 
Brothers agreed to renew the Peace with the Engliſb, but 
ſoon afterwards Opochancanough, who, of the two, had much 
the beſt Underſtanding, graſp'd the whole Empire to him- 
ſelf, and all his Actions ſhew'd him to be no lefs ſubtle, than 


he was a bold and daring Prince. 


GovERNOR Argall thus enjoying the Bleſſings of 
Peace and Plenty, and being naturally a Man of a publick 
Spirit, undertook a coaſting Voyage to the Northward, with 
Intent to viſit thoſe Places where the Engliſb had formerly 
landed ;. and in caſe he found no Veſtige of any Settlement 
there, to proceed to the Fiſheries on the Banks of Newfound- 
land, in order to ſettle a Correſpondence in Trade, with 


the one or the other. 


Ar Cape Cod, where he happen'd to touch, he was in- 
form'd by the Indians, that ſome white People were come 
to inhabit a little way to the Northward ; and the Captain, 
who was zealous for the Honour of the Engliſb Nation, 

apprehending the Intruſion of ſome Foreigners on that 
Coaſt, which he judged from the firſt Diſcovery thereof to 
remain the Property of England, he purſued his Courſe 
according to the Information he had received, and found a 
ſmall French Settlement to the Northward of New-Englond 


with a Ship riding — it. 
THE 
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THE French were ſo unexpectedly ſurpriſed, that they 
had made no Preparation for any Reſiſtance on Board the 
Ship, which being immediately taken, the Captain landed 
his Men, and came before the Fort, which he ſummon'd to 
ſurrender ; but finding that the Cariſon had withdrawn 
themſelves, and fled into the Woods, he lodged in the Fort 
that Night, and next Day the Frenchmen came in, and vo- 
luntarily ſurrender'd themſelves; when it appear'd, that the 
French King had granted a Patent for this Settlement, which 
was then given up to Captain Argall to be cancell'd ; where- 
fore he uſed the Frenchmen very civilly, but obliged them 
to deſert the Place, ſuffering thoſe, who ſo inclined, to re- 
turn to France by the Ships of the Fiſhery, and others choſe 


to go along with him to Virginia. 


Ir ſeems, theſe whom Captain Argall found in this Place 
were a few diſcontented People, under the Conduct of two 
Jeſuits, who being diſobliged at Monſieur Biencourt, then 
Governor of Port-Royal in Acadia, had ſeparated themſelves 
from that Settlement ; and one of them, out of his Reſent- 
ment to Monſieur Biencourt, inform'd Captain Argall of the 
weak Condition Port- Royal was in, and offer'd his Service 
to pilot the Engliſb thither ; which the Captain readily ac- 
cepted, and took that Place with the ſame Eaſe he had done 


the other. 


Tarr French at Port- Royal had not only ſow'd and 
reap'd, but built Barns,Mills, and many other Conveniencies 
which Captain Argall did not deſtroy, but only obliged them 
to deſert the Settlement, and gave them the ſame Liberty 
he had done the others before, of returning to France, or 


otherwiſe diſpoſing of themſelves as they thought fit ; — 
wi 
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with the Booty he had got in theſe two Places, he re- 
turn d to James Town. 


WHETHER theſe Exploits of Governor Argall were ap- 
proved or not in England, is uncertain ; but ſo it happen'd 
that in the Month of April following, a ſmall Ship came to 
Virginia, on which the Governor embarqued without De- 
lay for England, leaving Captain Nathanael Powell Deputy- 


Governor. 


ABovur ten Days after Captain Argall's Departure, the 
former Governor, Captain Twardly, now Sir George Tuardly, 
arrived, and enter'd again on the Adminiſtration ; and the 
People were much rejoiced at the welcome News of the 
great Preparations that were making in England, to ſend 
over large Supplies for the Maintenance and Support of the 
Colony ; and truly within the Compaſs of one Year no 
leſs than eleven Ships arrived with twelve hundred and fix- 
teen Perſons on board, both Men and Women, who were 
moſtly employed in improving the Lands laid out for pub- 
lick Uſes, as well as the private Eſtates and Plantations of 

rticular Perſons ; for Sir George having added ſix new 
Members to the Council, and called an Aſſembly of the 


Burgeſſes, elected to repreſent the People, they met the Go- 


vernor in May, 1620. when many Laws were made for 
regulating Property; a certain Portion of Land was allow d 
for the Importation of Servants and Effects into the Co- 
lony, and a Form was agreed on for iſſuing Patents or 
Grants for Land; ſo that many new Settlements were made 
this Year, on James and York Rivers. The People began 
to take Pleaſure in working for themſelves, and improving 
their own Eſtates, which created a ſtrong Emulation for In- 


duſtry and Improvement all over the Country. 
Bur 
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Bur altho' Sir George Nardly ſeem'd at this time to 
make ſome Amends for the Errors of his Adminiſtration, 
yet he ſtill neglected to provide ſufficiently for the People's 
Defence againſt future Accidents and Dangers, indolently 
depending on the Continuance of that Peace and Tranquil- 
lity with the Indians, which they then enjoyed. 


Tart Engliſh at this time became very numerous in 
Virginia, which occaſioned their making ſo large a Quantity 
of Tobacco as to overſtock the Market in England ; and 
herein the King himſelf was ſo careful, as to ſend Inſtruc- 
tions to his Governor, not to ſuffer the Planters to raiſe above 
one hundred Weight of Tobacco per Man ; for that three 
Shillings per Pound was the higheſt Price it would fetch ; 
and therefore his Majeſty adviſed, that beſides raifing of 
Corn and Stock, they might apply ſome Part of their La- 
bour in making Pot-Aſh, and other Manufactures that 


would be beneficial to England. 


IN the Year 1621. Sir Francis Wyat, a young Gentle- 
man, was appointed Governor of Virginia; and on his Ar- 
rival there, in the Month of October, he began with making 
a Review of all the Settlements in the Country, and en- 
couraged them to proceed in their Planting, as far as the 


Bank of the River Potowma ck. 


In: November Captain Newport arrived with fifty Men, 
whom he had imported at his own Expence, beſides Paſ- 
ſengers ; and with thoſe he made a famous Plantation for 
himſelf, at a Place which he called by the Name of New. 


port's News. 
By 
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By Advice of the general Aſſembly this Vear, the juſtices 
of Peace in each County were authoriſed to hold a Court 
of Seſſions, and alſo of Common-Pleas once every Month, 
for the more eaſy Diſtribution of Juſtice; and from them 
Appeals lay before the Governor and Council, which was 
called the ſupreme, or general Court, that met only twice 
in the Vear; and ſo continues to do at this Day, where the 


Governor ſits and votes as Preſident. 


AN uninterrupted Peace with the Indians ever ſince the 
Marriage of Pocobuntas, which had been formally renew d, 
and hitherto preſerv d by the new Emperor Opochancanough, 
lulled the People into ſuch a negligent and careleſs Security, 
that their ſcatter d Houſes and Plantations all over the 
Country were ſtill as open and free to the Natives, as to 
the Engliſb themſelves; whereby the Indians became per- 
fectly acquainted how, and where, the Engliſb were 
employ'd at all Hours of the Day or Night. And while 
thus the Engliſb purſued their Induſtry and Labour, with- 
out the leaſt Suſpicion of an Enemy, no Care was taken to 
keep any Sort of Watch or Guard neither did they foreſee 
the Danger and Inconveniency of ſuffering the Natives to 
be inſtructed in the Uſe of their Arms. 


THERE was at this time a tall handſome well-made 
Indian, called Nemattanow, who had gain'd ſuch Eſteem 
amongſt his own People in War, that they beliey'd him 
to be invulnerable ; for he had hitherto eſcaped without 
Hurt, from all the Battles he had ever been engaged in. 
He was ſo exceſſively proud of this Character, that he 
was frequently dreſſed up in Feathers, by way of Diſtinction ; 

which 
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which procured him, among the Exgliſb, the Name of 
Fack of the Feather. 


Tals Indian happen'd to come to the Plantation of one 
Morgan, who had ſeveral Toys and other Things in his 
Store for Sale, which the Indian liked; but not having 
wherewithal to purchaſe any of them, he perſuaded 
Mr. Morgan, that he might diſpoſe of his Toys to very 
great Profit at Pawmonkee, whither he offer'd to conduct 
him, and aſſiſt him in his Market. Morgan believing what 
; Nemattanow ſaid, to be ſincere, went along with him ; but 
was never more den, or heard of 


SoME few Days afterwards Nemattanow return'd to the 
ſame Houſe with Morgan's Cap on his Head ; and being 
aſked by two young Lads, What was become of their Ma- 
ſter? the Indian boldly reply'd, That he was dead ; but they, 
from the Circumſtance of the Cap, ſuſpecting that the Vil. 
lain had murder d him, inſiſted on his going before a neigh- 


bouring Juſtice of the Peace; which Nemattanow not only 


refuſed, but inſolently abuſed the young Men ; whereupon 
they inſtantly ſhot him down, and as they were carrying 
him to the Governor, he died ; yet before he expired, he 
earneſtly deſired they would promiſe him two Things; firſt, 
that they would not diſcover how he was killed; and, ſecondly, 
that they would bury him privately amongſt the Engliſh : 
A remarkable Inſtance of that ſtrong Deluſion, wherewith 
Vanity often affects the boldeſt and moſt daring Minds, 


OPOCHANCA NOUGH, the Emperor, took the Loſs 
of this famous Indian Warrior ſo much to Heart, that he 
ſecretly form'd the Deſign of a general Maſſacre againſt the 
Engliſh, which was to be executed on the 22d of March, 

* 1622. 
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1622. a little before Noon, when he ſuppoſed the Men 
would be at Work in the Fields, about their Plantations ; 
and he contrived ſo well to diſſemble his execrable Purpoſe, 
that the Indians every-where were directed to carry Preſents 
of Fiſh and Fowl, Cc. to the Engliſb, the very Evening 
before the Execution. Nay further, on the Morning of 
that Day the Indians appeared without Arms, eating and 
drinking at the Exgliſb Plantations as uſual, with all the 
Marks of Friendihip imaginable, until the fatal Minute ar- 
rived ; when with Hatchets, Spades, Shovels, and all manner 
of Tools or other Inſtruments that came in their Way, they 
knocked down, murdered, and deftroyed every one they 
met with, neither ſparing Age or Sex; for they have no 
Idea of Mercy, but always purſue their favourite Maxim, 
never to leave Enemies behind to bear Reſentment. Thoſe 
of the Engliſb who had any Opportunity to make Reſiſtance, 
ſaved themſelves, and ſome few eſcaped by running out of 
the Way ; but there were three hundred and forty-ſeven 
Perſons actually killed in that Hour by the Savages, chiefly 
with their own Weapons or 'Tools ; and the Miſchief would 
have been made univerſal, if the Plot had not been provi- 
dentially diſcovered a few Hours before the Execution, in 
this Manner : 


Two Indians that uſed to be employed to hunt for the 
Engliſh, happen'd to lie together the Night before at an 
Engl:ſhman's Houſe, where one of them lived as a Servant. 
The Indian who did not belong to the Family, endeavoured 
to perſuade the other to get up, and kill his Maſter in Bed, 
aſſuring him that in the Morning he intended to do the 
ſame by his own Maſter ; and then he acquainted his Com- 
panion with the horrid Plot. But the faithful Servant diſ- 
ſembling, as if he meant to execute what the other pro- 


poſed, 
4 
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poſed, got up, and going into his Maſter's Chamber, reveal d 
what had been told him; the good Man, thus apprized 
of the Danger, firſt ſecured his own Houſe, and then went 
directly to James Town, where he arrived before Day; by 
which Means all thoſe Places to which timely Notice could 
be ſent, were preſerved, as well as they who uſually kept a 
tolerable good Watch; for none ſuffer d, but ſuch as ſlept in 
Security, and were ſurpriſed, 


As this unhappy Affair gave the Engliſb ſufficient Pro- 
vocation to inſpire them with a Reſolution of being revenged, 
and particularly of extirpating Opochancanough, and all his 
People; they hunted them all over the Country for ſeveral 
Months together, killing and deſtroying them every-where 
but not ſatisfied with that, becauſe the Indians were very 
expert in hiding themſelves in the Woods, and eſcaping out 
of Sight, the Engliſb further reſolved to diſſemble with 
them in their own way ; and for this Purpoſe they gave the 
Indians mighty fair Words, in order to conclude a Peace 
with them, promiſing to forget what was paſſed, on Condi- 
tion that they would return to their former Habitations, 
and plant their Corn-fields as uſual. 


Tuo' the Intention of the Engh/h at this time was a 
mere Deceit, that they might the more eafily come at their 
Enemies to deſtroy as many as they could, and ſtarve the 
reſt by ſpoiling their Corn; yet it prevailed ſo far as to 
bring a great many of them into the Snare; for when they 
had return'd, and planted Corn, on the Faith of what had 
been promiſed to them, the Exgliſb ſuddenly fell on them, 
cut to pieces all that could not make their Eſcape, and then 
totally deſtroyed the Corn, 


1 AMONGST 
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AMONGST the many Fatigues and other Inconveniences 
which this Indian War brought upon the Colony, it ob- 
liged them to reduce and contract the Bounds of their Set- 
tlements, and to keep their People cloſe together for De- 
fence; which was a conſiderable Hindrance and Diſcourage- 
ment to many Improvements, which at this time were very 
far advanced. 


How far the Misfortunes which hitherto attended the 


planting of this Colony, were owing to the frequent Change 


of Governors in the Country, and to the oppoſite and par- 
tial, as well as weak Meaſures they too often purſued, we 
cannot ſay : But the Company of Adventurers in London 


finding by ſo many repeated Acts of Miſmanagement, that 


very ſmall Hopes remain'd of ſuitable Returns for the great 
Expence they had been at ; many of them gave out, and 


ſold their Shares to others, who having their own private 


Gain more in view than any regular Settlement of the Co- 
lony, ſeveral Gentlemen went over, and carried Stock and 
Servants along with them, ſeparate from thoſe of the Com- 
pany ; each deſigning to take up Land for himſelf, as 
Captain Newport had done ; and others again graſped not 
only at large Grants of Land, hut even Royalties, and par- 
ticular Immunities within their own Manors, which were 
truly inconſiſtent with, as well as independent on, the civil 
Power, and conſequently very deſtructive of that Equality 
of Right and good Order, that ought to be maintain'd in 


ſuch a Settlement. 


TRE Animoſities and Diſtractions which aroſe from ſo 
many different private Intereſts, gave the Indians Occaſion 


to take Advantage of theſe Diſorders, and to gratify their 
Revenge 
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Revenge with frequent Murders, which were committed on 
the Engliſh Inhabitants, whenever they found an Op- 


portunity. 


Ar laſt the Noiſe of the fatal Conſequences which daily 
flow'd from thoſe Miſmanagements having reach'd the 
Throne, King Charles the Firſt, on his Acceſſion, and out 
of his Royal Goodneſs and Concern for the Preſervation and 
future Happineſs of ſo many induſtrious Subjects as were 
then ſettled in Virginia, was moſt graciouſly pleaſed, in the 
Year 1626, to diſſolve the Company, by a Quo Warrante ; 
and to take the Government of that Country under his 
own royal and immediate Direction, by not only appoint- 
ing the Governor and Council himſelf, but ordering the 
Patents for Lands as well as publick Offices, and all manner 
of Proceſs from thenceforth, to be iſſued in the King's Name, 
reſerving to the Crown a Quit-Rent of two Shillings Ster- 
ling, on every hundred Acres of Land to be granted for 


ever. 


FROM this time Aſſemblies were called by Authority 
from the Crown, having the Privilege of enacting Laws by 
and with the Advice and Conſent of the King's Lieutenant- 
Governor; and his Majeſty's Council, who continue to act 
there as an upper Houſe, or third Part of the Legiſlature, 
ſtill endeavouring, as near as they can in both Houſes, to 
copy after the Forms uſed in the Parliament of England : 
The Juriſdiction of, and Proceedings in the Courts of Law, 
which had been ſettled in the Year 1620, were by this 
new Authority confirm'd, placing the laſt Reſort in the 
Aſſembly; and every thing ſeem'd to bear ſo great a Re- 


ſemblance to the Practice and Conſtitution of England, 
that 
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that the People became perfectly quiet and eaſy under that 
Form of Government, 


THERE was now no public Intereſt of any Company 
at home, to interfere with the Induſtry and particular Ad- 
vantage of the Planters; for the Patent-Office was always 
open to diſpoſe of vacant Lands, on the ſingle Terms of 
paying the Quit-Rent reſerved to the Crown ; ſo that every 
Man took up what Quantity of Land he pleaſed in his own 
Right; and indeed ſome appeared too covetous of poſſeſſing 
more Land than they were able to cultivate, which not only 
prevented many Improvements that otherwiſe would have 
been made, but kept the Settlements at too great a Diſtance 
from one another; and alſo diſabled ſome of them from 
paying the Quit-Rent due on large uncultivated Tracts, that 
yielded little or no Profit to the Owners, 


TRHRESE Privileges however gave great Encouragement 
to Men of Subſtance, to go over with their Families to 
ſettle in that Country ; which ſoon became ſo populous, that 


the Indians were kept in more Awe, and at a much greater 


Diſtance, than before. 


AB our this time the Right Honourable Cecilius Calvert 
Lord Baltimore, a conſcientious Roman-Catholick, had an 
Inclination to retire with his Family to that new World, 
in order to enjoy quietly the free Exerciſe of his Religion. 
For this Purpoſe he firſt went over himſelf to Virginia, with 
a View to make ſome Trial of the Climate, and to find out 
a convenient Place to ſettle in ; but being diſcouraged, by 
the univerſal Diſlike which he perceived the People had to 
the very Name of a Papiſt, he left Virginia, and went 
further up the Bay of Chea/apeak ; and finding there a very 


large 
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large Tract of Land, commodiouſly water d with many bean- 
- tiful Rivers, and not yet inhabited by any Chriſtians, he 
embarqued for England; and on his Lordſhip's repreſenting 
to the King, that the Colony of Virginia had not occupied 
any Lands beyond the South Bank of Potowmack River, he 
had the Intereſt to obtain a Grant to himſelf and his Heirs 
for ever, of the Propriety of that Province, which has ever 
ſince been called Maryland: But this Lord dying before he 
could return to finiſh his Deſign in America, his Son and 
Heir procured a Confirmation of his Father's Patent, dated 
in the Year 1633. with many Royalties annexed, and went 
over himſelf to ſettle that new Colony. 


THr1s Grant of my Lord Baltimore's being a fair Pre- 
cedent for other Men of Quality and Intereſt, to ſolicit Fa- 
vours of the like Nature at Court, the former unlimited 
Bounds of Virginia came very ſoon to be retrench'd and 
circumſcribed towards the South as well as the North, by 
particular Grants of that Kind. And while the Crown was 
ſo laviſh in giving away the Propriety of ſuch large Provinces, 
Sir Jobn Harvey, then Governor of Virginia, being a 
haughty covetous Man, took an Occaſion not only to 
grant Patents for great Quantities of the Crown Land in 
Virginia, free of Quit-Rent ; but in ſeveral Places he in- 
croached on former Grants, and particular Settlements, that 
had been already poſſeſſed by others; which created ſo much 
Confuſion and Wrangling about Property in that Country, 
that, together with Sir John's partial and arbitrary Pro- 
ceedings in other Matters of Government, he exaſperated 
the People to ſuch a Degree, and his tyrannical Sway be- 
came ſo inſupportable to them, that in the Year 1639. he 
was by Command of the Council of Virginia ſent home a 


Priſoner to London; and at the fame time, two of the 
Counſellors 
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Counſellors went for England, to ſupport Articles of Im- 
peachment againſt their Governor, 


Kins Charles was ſo much offended at this Preſumption 
in the Council of Virginia, who moſt certainly had no Right 
to conſtitute themſelves Judges in an Affair of that high 
Nature, that, to check their Inſolence, his Majeſty thought 
fit to ſend back Sir John Harvey Governor again to Vir- 
ginia. But altho' this Step was judged to be neceſſary, in 
order to maintain the Crown's legal and juſt Authority, the 
King was far from neglecting the diſtreſſed Condition of his 
poor Subjects in that Colony, for whoſe Eaſe, Comfort and 
Relief, his Majeſty, in his Royal Juſtice and Goodneſs, was 
pleaſed immediately afterwards to recal Sir John Harvey, 
by ſending over Sir William Berkeley, a worthy, good, and 
juſt Man, to ſucceed him in that Government, 


WHILE theſe things were tranſacting, the Indians, who 
had taken Offence at the Incroachments made on their Lands 
by ſome. of Sir Fohn Harvey's Grants, and obſerving the 
Engliſh to be uneaſy and at Variance among themſelves, 
that ſubtle old Man Opochancanough concerted the Scheme 
of a ſecond Maſlacre ; which was executed ſo ſuddenly on 
all the Out-ſettlements, that they cut off almoſt five hundred 
Souls; and yet the Execution was not near ſo general as the 
firſt, becauſe the Indians of late had not been ſuffer d to 
frequent the inner Plantations, ſo that it chiefly fell on thoſe 
who were ſettled at the greateſt Diſtance from the Seat of 
Government, but eſpecially about the Head of Vert River, 
where Opochancanough himſelf lived. 


Ir has been ſaid above, that Opochancanough was Brother 
to the late Emperor Powhattion ; but nevertheleſs it was 
reported 
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reported among the Indians, that he came from a Foreign 
Nation a great way towards the South<weſt, which made 
ſome of the Engliſh think that he had come from one or 
other of the Spaniſh Settlements in Mexico, near the Mines 
of Sf. Barbe, nd. grins 'thls! anighs hens belt AN 
Reaſon why Powhatton left Ttopatin his Succeſſor ; but be 


that as it will, Opochancanough was not only a comely Per- 
ſon, but had extraordinary natural Talents for keeping thoſe 


rude People in Subjection, and intirely at his Command; 
for ſo great was his Authority amongſt them, that from' this 
time until he was taken Priſoner, there was not ſo much as 
one. Hour's Truce between the Engliſh and the Natives. 


On Sir William Berkeley's Arrival in Virginia, he did all 
he could to diſcountenance and ſuppreſs the unjuſt Grants 
which had been made by Sir Jobn Harvey; ſo that none of 


them took Effect, except ſuch as became liable to the Pay- 


ment of Quit-Rent, and were ſubjected to the ſettled Con- 
ditions of granting Lands in that Colony. The Governor 
at the ſame time encouraged the People, by his own Example, 
to make Trial of ſeveral Manufactures, ſuch as Pot-Aſh, 

Soap, Salt, Flax, Hemp, Silk, and Cotton; but the "ſmart 
Indian War, in which they were engaged, greatly obſtructed 
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theſe Improvements, by employing ſo WP of the 1 


in the Country' 8s Defence. 


 OPOCHANCANOUGH was now of a get Age, 
and ſo worn out with the Fatigues of War, that' he could 
not walk, but was carry'd about from Place to Place by his 
own People; and his Eye-lids were become ſo ſtiff, that he 
could not look up, or _ until they were lifted op by thoſe 
about Hin” 25 | 
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. William Berkeley who followed him cloſe, at aſt 
got Intelligence that he was then at a ſmall Diſtance from 
his old Seat; whereupon the Governor made ſo ſpeedy a 
March with a Squadron of Horſe, that he ſurpriſed the King 
in his Quarters, and brought him Priſoner to James Town, 
where he was treated with all imaginable Tenderneſs and 
* 00 

TRE Indian ſhew'd no Dejection of Mind at his 
Confinement; but rather exulted in Expreſſions of Courage 
and ity to the laſt ; for one Day, hearing a greater 
Noiſe than common, of People treading in the Room where 
he was, he order'd his Eye-lids to be lifted up; and when 
he perceived that a Crowd had been let in to gaze on him, 
he called with an Air of Authority to ſpeak with the Go- 
vernor; who no ſooner came, but the ſcornful Indian told 
him, That had it been his Fortune to take Sir Villian 
Berkeley Priſener, he would have difdained acting ſo mean 
a Part as to makes Shevy of him to. the People. 


| Sin Wilkiem intended to have ſent- this Royal Priſonet 
to in England, for an Amuſement to the King, but Fate diſ- 
poſed otherways. of him; for about a Fortnight after he 
was taken, one of the Exgliſb Soldiers, who. ſtrongly re- 
ſented the Calamities which they had ſuffered by this old. 
Emperor's Means, ſhot him through the Back, of which 
Wound he languiſhed a ſhort time, and died. | 


IMMEDIATELY after Opochancanough's Death, the Go- 
vernor made a firm Peace with the Indians, which continued 
for a long time without Interruption ; ſo that the Engl 
had no more Apprehenſion of any Danger from that Quarter. 


But 
4 


But the Civil War, which then raged in England, obſtructed 
all manner of Trade, and leſſened very much a 
n from thence. 


Turen national Misfortunes-not only affected the loyal 
and good Governor himſelf, but were alſo felt by the In- 
habitants of Virginia, who in general behaved themſelves in 
all Things, as became a dutiful and loyal Set of good Sub- 
jets to the King; for altho' there were no Puritans as yet 
amongſt them, they proceeded to make ſevere Layys againſt 
that Set, and Oliver Cromwell's Authority was neither ſub- 
mitted to, nor acknowledg'd, in Virginia, until the Year 
1651, when, after reducing Barbadoes and the Caribbee 
Iſlands, Captain Dennis came thither with a Squadron of 
Men of War to ſubdue that Colony; but the Vrginiant, 
who tly ſtood by their loyal Governor to a Man, made 
ſuch a ſtout Refiſtance, by the Help of ſome Dutch Veſſels 
in the Port, which they took the Liberty to make uſe of on 
that Occaſion, that Captain Dennis could not ſucceed, until 
by ſending Notice to two Members of the Council, who 
had Goods on Board his Fleet, that they muſt loſe their 
Effects, if they did not immediately ſabmit to the Pro- 
tectors Authority, there aroſe ſo many factious Diſpates 

the leading Men, that the brave Sir ¶ illiam Berteley, 
and all his Friends, were forced to yield on the Terms of a 
general Pardon; after which Sir Villiam remain d in that 
Country, under a private: Character, during the time of that 
unnatural Rebellion. And it muſt be own'd for the Ho. 
nour of Virginia, That it was the laft Part of the King's 
Dominions, which fubmitted to Cromnwell's Uſurpation, and 
afterwards the firſt that threw it off, | 
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TRR Protector having now overcome the Difficulties he 
met with, in reducing all the Engliſb Plantations to his 
Obedience like a ſkilful and wiſe Governor, he thought of 

proper Means to keep them under a due Subjection to their 
Mother-Country, and to make them hereafter uſeful to its 
Intereſts. For this Purpoſe he cauſed to be framed, and 
paſſed into a Law, the famous Act of Navigation, whereby 
the People of the Plantations were reſtrain d from making 
uſe of Foreign Shipping, and from trading with Foreigners, 
to the Prejudice of England; which Act of Parliament, how- 
ever ſevere it might at firſt appear to be to the Inhabitants 
of the ſeveral Colonies, yet, if we ſpeak impartially, it 
muſt be owned to be a juſt and good Law, calculated 
for the mutual Advantage of Great Britain, and her Plan- 
tations abroad: For as it is impoſſible, with good Reaſon, to 
juſtify any Meafure for advancing the Proſperity of, and in- 
riching the Plantations, which at the ſame time evidently 
appears to be hurtful to Great- Britain; ſo it will. likewiſe 
be found injurious to the Publick, to reſtrain the Subjects in 
the Plantations from any Advantage they can poſſibly raiſe 
to themſelves by any Means, which as evidently appear to 
be inoffenſive to the national Intereſt and Trade of Great- 
Britain. Without Doubt therefore, it was for juſt and wiſe 
Conſiderations, That on King Charles the IId's Reſtau- 
ration, the ſame Act of Navigation, together with ſeveral 
other good Laws, framed. in the time of Cromꝛvell's Uſur- 
pation, were 2 ually rene wd and confirm d by Parliament. 


As it is natural for Mankind to be more or lefs partial to 
their own immediate Intereſt and Gain, without ſcrupulouſly 
weighing the Conſequences of Things, ſome Grains of Al- 
lowance are to be made for theſe Writers on the State of 


the Plantations about this time, who not only charge Crom- 
well 
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well with the Invention of this tyrannical Law, as they call 
it; but alſo blame him for a no leſs commendable Piece of 
Policy, in frequently changing the Governors abroad; to pre- 
vent their intriguing with the People; a Practice which, to be 
* ſure, in ſome Colonies is more requiſite than in others; as at 
this time it was in Virginia, whither, during the time of his 
Protectorſhip, he ſent over Diggs, Bennet, and Mattheres, 
one after the other. 


A $HoRT time before the Reſtauration, while King 
Charles the Second' was yet an Exile in France, Governor 
Matthews died in Virginia; and no Perſon being appointed 
by the Protector to ſucceed him, it gave the People, who 
had an Averſion to Cromwell, the Opportunity: of applying 
to their old Friend Sir William Berkeley, whom they una- 
nimouſly intreated to take up his former Authority. 


Six William, who was a conſcientious Loyaliſt, al- 
together declined complying with their Requeſt; on any 
other Terms but that of ſubmitting; themſelves again to the 
King's lawful Right and Dominion over them; which with 
one Voice they readily conſented to do; | whereupon Sir 


William Berkeley reſumed the Governor's Power and Au- 
thority, by proclaiming Charles the Second King of England, 


&c. To ich by the by he was probably encouraged, as 


well as juſtified therein, by a Commiſſion which he pri- 


_ receiv'd from the King during his Exile. 


DextnDraralr after the King's Reſtauration, a new 
Commiſſion for the Government of Virginia was ſent over 
to Sir William Berkeley, with Leave for him to appoint a 

uty, and to come and pay his Duty to the King at 
London. Sir William accordingly named Colonel Francis 
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Morriſon his Deputy-Governor ; and that no time might be 
loſt by his Abſence, he gave Colonel Morriſon Direction to 
cauſe the Laws to be reviſed, and to have them ready com- 
piled into one Body, in order to their being confirm'd by 
the Aſſembly at his Return. 


Sin William was graciouſly receiv'd by the King, but re- 
turn'd very ſpeedily to his Charge in Virginia; where his 
Deputy had been very diligent to execute his Orders, for 
the Laws were collected together and prepared ; whereby, 
amongſt other things, the Church of England was eſtabliſh'd 
to be the Religion of that Country; Pariſhes were regu- 
lated ; and beſides a Manſion-houſe and Glebe, a yearly 
Stipend in Tobacco, to the Value of eighty Pounds per 
Annum, was ſettled on the Miniſter, 


For the Support of the Government, a Duty of two 
Shillings Sterling, per Hogſhead, on all Tobacco exported ; 
and one Shilling per Ton on all Shipping, excepting ſuch as 
were built in the Country, was made perpetual, and the 
Collectors thereof were obliged to render an Account 
to the Aſſembly. Premiums were given for the Encou- 
ragement of ſeveral Manufactures, that did not interfere 
with thoſe of England, and every thing relating to the In- 
dians was carefully provided for ; all which Laws were con- 
firmed by the Aſſembly, and, in ſhort, there was nothing 
omitted to be done by that worthy Goyernor, which could 
any way contribute to eſtabliſh the Peace and Proſperity of 
the Colony. | | 


In the Year 166g. ſome Penalties were inflicted by ſe- 
vere Laws, in order to prevent or ſtifle the Progreſs of 
fame Sectaries in Religion, which began to appear amongſt 


em; 


— 
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them ; ſo that thoſe who had come thither, fled to other 
Colonies and others were prevented from coming to ſettle 
in Virginia. 


Tuts Perſecution of the Diſſenters, together with the 
Reſtraints that had been laid by Acts of Parliament on Trade, 
and the low Price of Tobacco, four d the Minds of a great 
many, and paved the Way for their being debauched with 


rebellious Principles ; which were daily inſtilled into them 


by ſome old crafty Olfverians, who had been tranſported 
| thither as Servants ; but had the Infolence at laſt to form a 

villaindus Plot to deſtroy their Maſters, and ſet up for 
themſelves, 


Trey had carried on this Confpimacy with ſo much Se- 
crecy, that it was not difcovered until the Night before the 
deſign d Execution, which was to have been at Poplar 
Spring in Glouceſter County 3 but it was happily revealed 
by one of the Conſpirators, whoſe Name was Birkenhead. 


Tax Moment that the Governor had Notice given him 
of this villainous Deſign, he gave ſecret Orders for a Party 
of the Militia to be in Readineſs at the Place of Rendezvous, 
and to ſeize the Conſpirators as they came there to meet 
one another; which Orders were ſo well executed, that four 
of them were taken and hanged, but the reſt eſcaped by op- 
portunely meeting, as they approach'd, with ſome of the 
Gang that had run away. Birkenhead the Diſcoverer, being 
only a Servant, was gratify'd with his Freedom, and a Re- 
ward of two hundred Pounds. And the 1 3th of February, 
being the Day on which this Plot was to have been executed, 
an anniverfary Thankſgiving was appointed to be kept, in 
Memory of their happy Deliverance from ſo great a 
Miſchief. WHEN 
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Wan theſe Particulars came to be reported to the King, 
his Majeſty was pleaſed to ſend his Royal Commands to 
cauſe a Fort to be erected at James Town for the Go- 
vernor's Security, as well as to be a Check on future Events 
of the like Nature; but the Danger being over, they con- 
tented themſelves only to raiſe a ſmall Battery, on which 


ſome Pieces of Ordnance were. placed. 


13 Act of Parliament was made about chis time 


to prevent the Importation of all Foreign Goods into the 


Plantations, except ſuch as came directly with Cuſtom-houſe 
Clearances from England; and altho' this was likewiſe a 
very reaſonable Law, yet the People of Virginia imagin'd 
that it had the Conſequence to raiſe the Price of all Euro- 
pean Goods to what the Engliſb Merchant pleaſed to put 
on them ; while at the ſame time it lower'd the Value of 
Tobacco, which was their Staple and chief Commodity. 


HzREveoN the Aſſembly of Virginia, in order to pique 
the Merchants at London, whom they ſuſpected of having 
ſome Hand in adviſing theſe Reſtrictions which had been 


lately put on the Plantation Trade, made an Act to prohibit 


the planting of any Tobacco for a whole Year, thinking 
alſo thereby to raiſe the Value of that Commodity here- 
after ; but their Neighbours in the Province of Maryland 
refuſing to come in to the ſame Regulation, they were ob- 
liged, in Regard to themſelves, to repeal their own Act, and 
to return again to the Drudgery of Ras Tobacco at 


any rate. 


So Mx time afterwards the Aſſembly of Virginia made 


another Attempt of the ſame kind, by ſtrenuouſly endea- 
vouring 
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vouring to bring in the Provinces of Maryland and Carolina 
to their Meaſures ; but failing of their Purpoſe, that Pro- 
ject was wholly laid aſide, 


IN order the hetter to inforce a due Obſervation of the 
Acts of Trade, the King was adviſed to order Forts to be 
built at the Mouth of each River in Virginia, intending that 
thoſe only ſhould be the trading Ports for Ships to enter 
and clear,which was partly comply'd with for a ſhort Space 
but ſuch a Regulation being, from the diſtant Situation of the 
Settlements, and the Nature of the Planters Buſineſs, truly 
impracticable, and the People at the ſame time being 
frighten'd away from thoſe Places, where the Shipping were 
expected to arrive, by terrible Reports of the Plague which 
then raged at London, all theſe Orders were ſoon neglected 


and forgot. | 


SIR William Berkeley, who was ever intent on purſuing 
the Advantage of the Colony, had a Mind to attempt ſome 
Diſcovery Weſtward towards the Mountains ; for which 
Purpoſe he levy'd a ſmall Company of about fourteen 
Engliſh, and as many Indians, under the Command of one 
Captain Batt. They ſet out from Appamattock, and in ſeven 
Days March reach'd the firſt Ridge of Mountains, which 
are but of a moderate Height; but when they came to 
the next or higheſt Mountains, they appeared every-where 
to them impaſſable; ſo that after they had travelled a great 
way to the Southward, looking out for a Paſlage over 
thoſe ſtupendous Rocks, they fell in with a River which 
takes its Courſe through a low marſn Country, running by 
a flow Deſcent into ſome Part of the Gulph of Mexico, be- 
tween Florida and the Miciſſippi; and at this Place the 


Indians refuſing to go any further, Captain Batt was ob- 
X liged 
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liged to return, and on his Report to the Governor, Sir 
William determin'd to make ſuch another Attempt himſelf 
in Perſon ; for which end he made great Preparations, and 
had prevail'd with the Aſſembly to paſs an Act for en- 


couraging the Expedition, which was unhappily interrupted 


at this Juncture by a very extraordinary Inſurrection in Vir- 
ginia, that goes by the Name of Bacon's Rebellion. 


Ir is not eaſy to conceive how any general Inſurrection 
or Rebellion could be fomented in Virginia againſt ſo good 
a Governor as Sir William Berkeley ; whom the People had 
not only choſen themſelves, but truly loved his Perſon, and 
approved his Conduct, which appeared to be unblameable ; 
no manner of Complaint having been exhibited againſt him 
for the Space of thirty-five Years, during which time he 
had devoted both his Time and Fortune to the Service of 
that Country. Before we enter therefore on this extraor- 
dinary Narration, it will be neceſſary to premiſe a few 
things, which greatly tended to ſour the Minds of the 
People, and to diſtract their Thoughts from all Manner of 
Buſineſs. 


1. KING Charles the Second, to gratify ſome Noblemen 
about his Perſon, had made two large Grants, which were 
diſtinguiſh'd by the Names of the Northern and Southern 
Grants of Virginia, altho' the ſame Men were concern'd in 
both. Theſe Grants happen'd unfortunately to include 
within their _— ſeveral improved Plantations, which had 
r Years before, and poſſeſſed wunder the 
Yer unqueſtionable Line Of Patents from the Crown. 
When theſe latter Grants therefore, which had lain dormant 
until the Year 1674. came to be known and claimed, it 


created ſo much Uneaſineſs in the Country, that the 
Aſſembly 
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Aſſembly drew up an humble Addreſs to his Majeſty, com- 
plaining of the Injuſtice of the ſaid Grants, and beſeeching 
the King to recall them, as being highly derogatory of thoſe 
Rights granted to the People of that Colony, by his Royal 
Progenitors; and tho' this Addreſs was ſent over, and ſo- 
—_ by particular Agents, for many Months together, at 

t Expence to Virginia, which was heavily taxed by 


— Aſſembly for that Purpoſe, yet it never had any Effect. 


2. ABovurT this time the Act of the twenty-fifth of 
Charles the Second, for better ſecuring the Plantation-Trade, 

as paſſed in England; whereby ſeveral Duties were laid on 
the Trade from one Colony to another, and appropriated to 
Uſes quite foreign to the People, from whom they were 
raiſed ; and whether it was the Conſequence of ſuch ſevere 
Impofitions on the 'Trade of the Plantations, or the too art- 
ful and partial Conduct of the Merchants in England, who 
enjoy d conſiderable Profits by being Factors for the Tobacco 
Planters in Virginia, or partly from both, we cannot pre- 
ſume to determine; but certain it was, That the Price of 
Tobacco then was ſo low, that the Balance due to the 
Planter on his Account of Sales from England, amounted 
to little or nothing, nay, often brought him in Debt to 
the Factor ; ſo that they really had not wherewithal, out 
of their laborious Toil, to cloathe themſelves, and their poor 


Families. 


3. Tye Indian Trade, which was carried on by a few 
who made it their whole Buſineſs to travel with Caravans 
a great way into the Woods, and to barter with the Natives 
for large Quantities of Furs and Skins, began very much to 
leſſen and decay; which in all Probability was owing to the 
ſudden Increaſe of that Trade at New York, ſince the Set- 
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tlement of the Engliſb there. Yet at this time the Indian 
Traders in Virginia ſuppoſed it to proceed from ſome Neg- 
lect or Miſmanagement in the Adminiſtration of their own 
Government ; and therefore imagin'd, that the - Governor's 
intended Expedition, to find out a Paſſage over the Moun- 
tains, would be hurtful to their Intereſt ; and from ſuch 
Conceits, the Traders had taken upon them lately to deal 
very ſharply with the Indians, and even to treat them with 
ſome Cruelty ; which ſo ſour'd the Indians, that they ob- 
ſerving the Engliſb to be divided amongſt themſelves, and 
apprehending by the ill Uſage they daily received from the 
Traders, and the Noiſe of the Governor's Expedition, that 
there might be ſome Deſign forming againſt them, they fell 
into ſeveral Broils, and ſome Murders were committed to- 
wards the Out-ſettlements ; whereby, in ſhort, the Peace be- 
tween the Engliſh and them came at laſt to be intirely 
broken. 


SUCH a Diſcontent was by theſe means ſpread all over 
the Country, that the common People neglected their uſual 
Labour every-where ; and flocking together in Mobs, they 
vented their Spleen in Clamours againſt the Indians, every 
one deſiring to be inliſted a Soldier, and to go to War with 
thoſe Barbarians, 


THERE was at this time one Nathanael Bacon, a young 
Gentleman of a very comely Aſpect, who having had his 
Education at the Inns of Court in England, and being in- 
dued with the Talent of an eaſy and engaging Elocution, 
had been lately promoted to be a Member of the Council 
and was not only very much eſteem'd at that Board, but 
looked on by every Body as a Man of elegant fine Parts. 


TAIS 
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TH1s giddy-headed Youth, who had already conceived 
but too well of his own Perfections, was every-where ca- 
reſſed by theſe Mobs, whom he often harangued, aggravating 
the Miſchiefs that were daily committed by the Indians on 
the Frontier Settlements; alledging that they were wholly 
occaſion'd by the Want of a due Regulation of the Indian 
Trade ; and offering his Service to lead them againſt the 


Indians, and to rectify all their Grievances, 


Tax unthinking Multitude were ſo charm'd with his 
Oratory, that they unanimouſly elected Mr. Bacon their 
General ; which Command he accepted on the Pretence of 
a public Spirit, to do them and the Country all the Service 
that lay in his Power, aſſuring them that he never would 
lay down his Arms, until he had revenged their Sufferings 
on the Indians, and redreſſed all their other Grievances. 


GENERAL Bacon, by inlarging on every Particular of 
their Complaints, and exaſperating all their Wrongs to the 


ntmoſt, wrought up the poor People to a perfect Unanimity 
in their Obedience to his Command ; and after muſtering 


all the Men, he ſent a Meſſage to the Governor, repreſenting 
to the Height the Injuries that had been done by the Indians, 
and deſiring that a Commiſſion might be ſent to him as 
General, to go out againſt them. The Governor being well 
appriſed of the Eſteem which ſome leading Men in the 
Gbuncil had for this Gentleman, did not flatly. refuſe his 
Requeſt, but only ſent him Word, that he would conſult 


the Council, and then return him an Anſwer. 


In the mean time Bacon was extremely diligent to get 


every thing ready ; and being intoxicated with the abſolute 
Power 
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Power and Command, which his People had conferred upon 
him, he began his March without waiting any longer for 
the Commiſſion, contenting himſelf with ſending another 
Meſſage to haſten it after him; but inſtead of the Com- 
miſſion he looked for, the Governor ſent him a poſitive 
Order to diſmiſs his Men, and immediately to return 
himſelf, on pain of being declared a Rebel. 


T 11s Order gave equal Surpriſe and Trouble to the Ge- 
neral and his Army, who nevertheleſs perſiſted in their Re- 
ſolution to proceed; yet, to preſerve ſome Decency, Mr. Ba- 
con'took forty good Men along with him, and went down 
the River in a Sloop, to wait on the Governor and Council 
at James Town ; but Things not anſwering his Expectations 
there, he gave himſelf the Liberty of talking a little too 
freely, which provexed the Governor to ſuſpend him from 
the Council-Board ; whereupon Bacon and his Followers 
got on Board their Sloop, and left the Place in a Huff, The 
Governor inſtantly cauſed a Boat to be mann d, and purſued 
the General ſo cloſe, that he was obliged to take to. his Boat 
in order to eſcape ; but the Governor having had the Pre- 
caution to difpatch a Meſſenger by Land to the Shipping 
above at Sandy Point, with Orders to ſtop him, the poor 
General was ht back, but received with ſome Civility, 
becauſe the Governor was doubtful whether his Inſtructions 
would juſtify the Suſpenſion he had made of this Gentleman 
from the Council, However Mr. Bacon ſtill inſiſted on 
having a Commiſhon, to be General of the Volunteers, 
with Orders to go out againſt the Indians, from which the 
Governor took a great deal of pains to diſſuade him, not 
ſuſpecting the ſecret and ſelf-intereſted View, which Bacon 
and ſome of his particular Friends had, to monopoliſe all 
the Indian Trade into their own Hands. 

THE 
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Tu x terrible Accounts which were then brought of freſh 
Murders committed by the Indians, gave Mr. Bacon an Op- 

rtunity of renewing his Requeſt with more Vigour than 
ever; but finding that he could make no Impreſſion on the 
Governor to grant it, he ſtole privately out of Town, and 
putting himſelf at the Head of fix hundred Voluntiers, he 
marched directly to James Town, where the Aſſembly was 
then ſitting ; and after having drawn up his Men before the 
Door, he preſented himſelf to the Houſe, ſetting forth the 
great Preparations he had made, and alledging, That if he 
had obtain d ſuch a Commiſſion as he demanded, the Indian 
War would have been happily finiſhed before this Time. 


Tun Governor reſented this Proceeding of Bacon's as an 
inſolent Affront, and obſtinately refuſed to conſent to any 
of his Demands, openly expoſing his bare Breaſt to him 
and his Soldiers, daring them to uſe the leaſt Violence to 
himſelf, or any Man elſe; but the Aſſembly apprehending 
ſome fatal Conſequence might attend the provoking of a 
diſcontented and armed Multitude, who had the Governor, 
Council and Aſſembly, all in their Power, they addreſſed 
the Governor to grant Mr. Bacon his Requeſt; and having 
themſelves prepared a Commiſſion, conſtituting him General 
of the Forces in Virginia, they brought it to the Governor 
to be ſigned, which he did with great Reluctancy. Mr. Ba- 
con having thus gain d his Point, he and his People marched 
off; but as ſoon as the Aſſembly judged, that the General 
and his Forces were removed to ſuch a Diſtance from them, 
as that they might deliberate with Safety, the Governor, 
by their Advice, iſſued a Proclamation of Rebellion againſt 


Bacon, commanding his Followers to ſurrender him, and 
forthwith 
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forthwith diſperſe themſelves, giving Orders at the ſame 
time for raiſing the Militia againſt him. 


THe People were very much exaſperated at the Gover- 
nor and Afſembly's Proceedings againſt their beloved Ge- 
neral, whoſe Addreſs and Eloquence had gain d ſuch an ab- 
ſolute Dominion over their Hearts, that they unanimouſly 
reſolved to ſtand on their Arms; and inſtead of obeying the 
Proclamation, they marched back, with the General at their 
Head, to James Town, directing their Fury againit all who 
ſhould dare to oppoſe them. Hereupon the Governor was ob- 
liged to fly over the Bay to Accomack, on the Eaſtern Shore, 
hoping that the Infection had not yet reach'd thither ; but the 
People there, inſtead of offering to protect and defend their 
Governor and great Benefactor, begun to inſiſt on Terms 
with him, expecting that he would not only redreſs all 
their Grievances, but alſo grant them a Liberty of Trading, 
contrary to the Rules eſtabliſhed by the late Acts of Parlia- 
ment in England : Thus from a moſt extravagant and un- 
expected Jealouſy, wherewith the People's Heads were oc- 
caſionally filled, without any Reaſon or Ground whatever, 
the good Sir William Berkeley was abandon'd by all his 
Friends, except a very few, that went over to him in ſmall 
Boats from the Weſtern Shore; amongſt whom Major Robert 
Beverley was ilfe moſt active and chief Perſon to ſerve 
him. 


GENERAL Bacon firſt Step was to hold a Convention 
with the Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood of James Town, 
and ſuch others as pleaſed to come to him; at which Meet- 
ing they publiſhed a Declaration juſtifying their Proceedings, 
and obliged People to take an Oath of Obedience to Mr. Ba- 
con, as their General; and by Advice of this Convention, 

k | on 
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on Pretence of the Governor's Abdication, the General 
iſſued Writs pes by himſelf for eng an Aſſembly. | 


By this time the Governor had muſtered a ſmall Party 
of his own, commanded by Major Beverley, whom he had 
furniſhed with Arms, Ammunition and Sloops, to carry them 
over the Bay, in order to oppoſe the Rebels : Some Skir- 
miſhes —.— n'd between them, wherein ſeveral were killed, 
and others taken Priſoners; ſo that they were driving on fu- 
riouſſy by a Civil War to deſtroy their Infant Country, when 
it pleaſed God to put an End to their 8 and to 
Mr. Bacon's Deſigns, by his natural Death at Dr. Green's 
Houſe in Glouceſter County ; but altho' great — 
made after his Body, in order to its being expoſed to public 
Infamy, they could never diſcover where he was buried. 


TRESE Diſorders in the mean time occaſion d a total 
Neglect of Huſbandry, as well as a great Deſtruction of 
Cattle, Cc. which gave a dreadful Proſpect of Want and 
Famine ; but the Rebels having loſt their Head, they began 
to ſquabble amongſt themſelves, every one endeavouring to 
make the beſt Terms he could for himſelf. Their principal 
Officers, under Bacon, broke the Ice, by ſurrendering on 
Condition of Pardon for themſelves and their Followers ; 
but they were rendered incapable of bearing any Office in 
that Country, for the time to come ; and Peace being thus 
reſtored to Virginia, Sir William Berkeley return'd to the 
Seat of Government, and every Man to his own Home. 


AFTER ſo much Confuſion the Governor thought proper 
to call an Aſſembly, to ſettle the Affairs of the Country; 
but the poor City of James Town lay at this time in a de- 


ſolate Condition, having been burnt — in tke late Re- 
Y bellion, 


161 


162 


The Hiftory of VI RINA. 
bellion, by one of Bacon's Captains, narmed Ricburd Lawrence; 
who, vrhen his Men refuſed to obey him in that Point, had 
the Barbarity to ſet Fire to the Houſes with his own Hands, 


Taz Noiſe of this Rebelllon in Englmd gave the King 


| Occaſion; in the Year 1677, to ſend over Commiffioners, 


to inquire into the Authors of it; and he alſo fent a Re- 
giment of Soldiers, who, tho they came too late, yet con- 
tinued there for ſome time ; but the good Sir William 
Berkeley was in fo bad a State of Health, that he was oh- 
liged to go for England, where, foon after his Arrival, he 
died, before he had feen the King, who ſent daily to in- 
quite how he did, and expreſs d himſelf with great Tender- 
neſs and Concerti for the Loſs of ſo dutifal and loyal a 


Subject. 


Herbert Feofferies, Eſq; fucceeded Sir William Berkeley, 
in the Government of Virginia: He made a formal 
Treaty of Peace with the Indium, and held an Aſſembly at 
Middle Plantation, about ſeven Miles from James Town; 
when many Regulations were made in the Indian Trade, and 
particular Places appointed for the Natives to bring their 
Goods to Market ; but they not being accuſtom'd to Re- 
ſtrictions of that Sort, and naturally ſuſpicious of Novelties, 
did not much regard theſe Regulations, which therefore 
ſoon beeame obfolete. Preſently afterwards Governor 
Feofferies happen'd to die, and in the latter End of the Year 
1678. Sir Villiam chiebeiey was appointed Depnty-Go- 
vernor ; in whoſe Time the Aſſembly cauſed Magazines to 
be built at the Heads of the four great Rivers, which they 
filed with Arms and Ammunition ſufficient, and appointed 
a certain Number of Men in each of them, to keep the 
Indians in Awe, and prevent their frequent Depredations. 

It 
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It being cuſtomary at this time for the Inhabitants of Ga- 
raltza'and Maryland to ſend their Tobacco into Hirgiaia, 
to be off for England, this Aſlembly- ſeem d to 
miſtake their own Intereſt, by prohibiting their Neighbours 
from ir ny Tobacco thither, which of Con ſequence 
drew .off — — of che uſual Shipping from: —_— 
to attend che Morylans Planters: - - 


| Eevthe Begiacdog of the Year 1679. Aga Ceed- 


ſeveral Laws r to be enacted by 
the: Aſſembly ; and being inveſted with ample Powers | to 
pardon ſuch as had been concern d in the late Rebellion, and 
to reſtore Peace to the Country, it was eaſy for him to 
obtain whatever he pleaſed to aſk from the People. Thus, 
after my Lord had engaged their Aﬀections by paſſing many 

Acts, he was not wholly negligont of his own In- 
tereſt ; For he got the two Shillin I 
Duties, r Government, 
not orily to be made hes — 


counted for to the Aſſembly as formerly, they were now to 


be diſpoſed of, from time to time, as his Majeſty and his 
Royal Succeſſors ſhould think fit; ſo that in Stead of one 
thouſand Pounds per Amum, which had been uſually given 
to the Governor, my Lord had the Influence to obtain an 
Order from the King for two thouſand Pounds out of the 
ſaid Duties, together with an Allowance of one hundred 
and fixty Pounds more, for Honſe-Rent, beſides all other 
Perquifites of the Government. Moreover his 

laid hold of this Opportunity to convert the Preſent of 
Wine, Fe. which had: uſually been made to the Governor, 


on the Arrival of each Ship, into a Fee of twenty 
Shillings Sterling, at the Entering ad ering of every Ship 
£25 Y 2 


under 


arrived, Governor of Vinginia, and brought with him 
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under an hundred Tons Burthen, and thirty Shillings for aff 


above that Size; and theſe Fees continue to be exacted 
by the Governor, or his Deputy, ever ſince that time. 


Tax Lord Culpepper ſeem d to expreſs a great Concern 
for the Intereſt of the Country, by propoſing to raiſe the 
Value of their Silver Coin, in Proportion to what it then 
bore in the neighbouring Colonies, in order to keep it from 
being carried out of Virginia; and the Aſſembly were ſo 
ſenſible of the Misfortune, that they proceeded to prepare 
a Bill for that Purpoſe; but my Lord prevented them, by 
inſiſting on it to be the King's Prerogative to alter the De- 
nomination of the Coin; and after he had cauſed a Pro- 
clamation to be iſſued to that Effect, he produced an Order 
for diſbanding the Regiment that had been ſent from Eng- 
land, and paid their Arrears in Coin of the new Value, 
greatly to his own Profit ; yet after a ſhort time, finding 
that this Alteration of the Coin very ſenſibly affected a con- 
fiderable Part of his on Perquiſites, he thought convenient 
to make uſe of the ſame Prerogative to reduce it again to 
the former Standard. | 


Tax Country enjoying at this time a profound Peace, 
great Quantities. of Tobacco were made, and both good and 
bad was ſhipp'd home for England; which ſo lower'd the 
Value, that it yielded but a very ſmall Price ; which bred 
freſh Diſcontents amongſt the People, who deſpairing of Suc- 
ceſs in any new Attempt to bring the Marylanders into a 
Regulation of that Commodity, ſome of them took it into 
their Heads this Year, totally to deſtroy the Tobacco-Plants, 
and eſpecially the ſweet-ſcented, which Sort was produced 
no-where elſe. The Ringleaders of this Project began firſt 
to eut up their own Plants, and then proceeded to my 

| ole 
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thoſe of their Neighbours who refuſed to do it themſelves ; 
which Outrage being adjudged to be Sedition and Felony, 
ſeveral of them were committed to Priſon, and ſome of 
them condemned to be hanged ; which, with the Help of 
an Act then paſſed by the Aﬀembly, put a wes to n 
Practice for the future, os 


Lcleedadbiht after this Aﬀair of the Plant-cutting was 
over, Lord Culpepper returned again Governor; and while 
he was holding his ſecond Aſſembly, his Lordſhip having it 
then in View to purchaſe the Proprietorſhip of the Nor- 
thern Neck, v/z. that Slip or Portion of Land, which lies 
between the Rivers Rappahannock and Potowmack, he con- 
ceived it would be for his Purpoſe to alter the Method 
hitherto'uſed, in appealing from the general Court to the 
Aſſembly; for which End, he artfully fomented a Diviſion 
between the Houſe of Burgeſſes and the Council, by en 
couraging the lower Houſe to inſiſt on determining all Ap. 
peals by themſelves, excluſive of the Council ; becauſe the 
latter having opiniated as Judges in the general Court, were 
for that Reaſon unfit to hear Appeals from themſelves i in 
the Aſſembly. The Houſe of Bu rgeſſes, not ſuſpecting my 
Lord's Deſign, infiſted ſtrenuouſly on the Point, until the 
Quarrel between them and the Council came to fuch a 
Height, that on my Lord Culpepper's Repreſentation of 
the Matter to the King, he obtain d an Inſtruction from his 
Majeſty, to take away the Appeals from the general Court 
to the Aſſembly, and to cauſe them for the future to be 
made to the King himſelf, in his privy Council; when the 
Subject in Debate aroſe to the Value of three hundred 
Pounds Sterling and upwards ; otherwiſe that there ſhould 
be no Appeal from the general Court in any other Caſe, — 

RATON * 
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7 2 % tot, 

* * Lord 38 being 2 7 * of 8 1 
qbſerved, that the Attornies.and Clerks, in Imitation of the 
Practice in Maſtminſter- Hail, took on them to, enter up 
Reaſons along with the Judgment, in order. to ſerve as, Pre- 
cedents for the future, which my Lord rectify d. by cutting 
off all dilatory Pleas, as hurtful to Juſtice ; and he not only 
kept the Court cloſe to the Merits of the Cauſe, and to a 
ſpeedy Determination, but alſo order d the Judgments to 
be enter d up ſhort without amy Reaſons, leaving Poſterity 


to decide e to om dee N before 
n. Ae 


Ir was during this Tooth $ Nr chat che Ma- 
gazines on the Heads of the Rivers were taken away, and 
the Expence of maintaining a. Number of Men there ſaved, 
by appointing a, ſmall Party af light Horſe, called Raggers, 
el: ſcqwer the Woods, which anſwer” dithe End much better ; 

us my Lord Geſpepper, having ftay'd but a very hitle 


kay in the Country than he had dane the firſt Time, ap- 


pointed his Kinſman, Mr. Secretary Spencer, to act as Pre- 
ſident, and return d himſclf to England; where ſoon af- 
ter wurd his Lordſhip, purchaſed a firm Title to the Pr 
prietorſhip of the N Neck, which in the Twenty -lch 
Year of the Reign of King Charles the Second, .had been 
by Letters Patents under the great Seal to Henry 
Earl of St. Albans, Fohn Lord Berkeley, Sir William Morton, 
and Fobn Trethwey, their Heirs and Aſſignees for ever. But 
that Grant being clqgg d with ſome particular Reſtrictions, 
King James the Second, by an ample Charter, bearing Date 
the ayth of September, in the 4th Year of his Reign, con- 
firms the former Grant of the Northern Neck, and the late 


.Conveyance made thereof, to Thomas Lord Culpepper ; re- 


leaſing 
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leaſing the reſtziQive Clauſe in the former: Patent, with, al 
the Arrcars of Quit-Rent due, in Cooſideration of many 
that honourable Family; Off which the only Daughter and 
Heireſs was afterwards, marry'd to Thomas, Lord Fainfax, 
Mother to the preſent: Lord. Fairfax, who hes lately taken 


the Pains to g& aver thither himſelf, and at a very con- 


fiderable Charge, ta cauſe an exact Survey to be made of 
that valuable Eſtate, in order to determine ſome Niſputes 
which have ariſen between his Lordſhip and the Gœyetn- 
ment of Virginia, concerning the Limits and Boundaries 
thereof. 0 1 


Ix the Year 1684. the Lord Culpepper declining to return 
to Virginia, Francis Lord Howard of Effingham was ſent. 
Governor; and this Nobleman created a new leſſer Seal of 
the Colony, whereby he exacted conſiderable Fees ſor li- 
cenſing of Lawyers, Schoolmaſters, &c. and likewiſe ha 
extorted Money for affixing his Seal to the Probates of laſt 
Wills, and Letters of Adminiſtration. Theſe appreflive 
Meafares,” together with his taking on himſelf to act as 
Chancellor and ſole Judge in Equity, occafion'd ſome grio- 
vous Complaints to be made of him to the King; and 
Colonel Philip Ludwell was ſent over Agent againſt him to 
the Court of Exgland, whereupon the Seal-Money was diſ- 
allow'd and taken off. 3 


In my Lord Effingham's Time, there was a Duty laid on 
all Liquors imported into Virginia, as a Fund for rebuilding 
the State-houſe, where all the Courts uſually fat, which 
had not been repaired fince it was burnt down by Captain 
Lawrence in Bacon's Tune: Many People however com- 
plain d, that under the Notion of a ſuperior Skill in the 22 

or 
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Lord Effingham introduced Novelties into the Proceedings 
of their Courts, pretending exactly to follow the Engli/h 
Forms ; but in the Year 1689, when my Lord was removed; 
and Colonel Nathanael Bacon left Preſident, all theſe Inno- 
vations were laid afide; and the Courſe: of Buſineſs return id 
again into its old Channel. About this ume the firſt Scheme 
of a College was projected, and being laid before the Pre- 
ſident and Council, it was very much approved, and referr'd 
to the Aſſembly, which did not bs — to meet — my 
Preſident 8 Adminiſtration. ' | 


In the Year 1690. Francis Nicholſon, Eſq; was ſent over 
Lieutenant-Governor, under my Lord Effingham ; and this 
Gentleman made himſelf vaſtly popular amongſt the com- 
mon People, by converſing freely with them on all Occa- 
ſions, as alſo by encouraging public Exerciſes, and Country 
Diverſions ; nay, he was ſo indulgent to them, as frequently 
to ſuffer the Mob to come into the Room where he was 
entertaining Company at Dinner, and was much diverted 
with their ſcrambling amongſt one another, and taking all 
the Victuals off from the Table before him. When the 
Project of a College was communicated to Governor Ni- 
cholſon, he very much liked it; and altho' it was ſome time 


before he called an Aſſembly, yet when a Subſcription for 


the College was propoſed in Council, the Governor ſet a 
moſt generous Example at that Board, which in a very ſhort 
time made the Subſcription ariſe to the Sum of two thouſand 
five hundred Pounds. 


WHEN the Aſſembly met in the Year 1691. they hear- 
tily eſpouſed the Affair of the College; and having drawn 
up a loyal Addreſs to their Majeſties King William and 


Queen Mary, they ſent it home by the Reverend Mr. James 
Blair, 
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Blair, to ſolicit a Charter from the Crown, for the better 
Eſtabliſhment of the ſaid College ; and their Majeſties were 
fo well pleaſed with this pious Deſign, that they not only 
granted the Charter deſired, but gave two thouſand Pounds 
(being the Balance of Quit-Rent then due) towards the 
Charge of Building, beſides endowing it with twenty thouſand 
Acres of the beſt Land, together with the perpetual Re- 
venue, ariſing from the Duty of one Penny per Pound on 
all Tobacco, tranſported from Virginia and Maryland, to 
the other Engliſb Plantations. 


Tax Governor paſſed ſome Acts in this Aſſemhly, for 
the Improvement of ſeveral Branches of Trade, and the 
Encouragement of Towns, but he ſoon changed his Mind; 
for at the Meeting of the next ſucceeding Aſſembly, he al- 
together diſapproved of what had been done the Year be- 
fore, which proceeded (as it was ſuppoſed); from. the In- 
fluence of the Tobacco- Factors or Merchants at London, 
whoſe Intereſt, no Doubt, it was, to keep the Virginia Plan- 
ters from cohabiting together in Towns; which probably 
might have forced ſome Kind of Trade and Shipping, 
that in time would have enabled them to tranſport their 
Tobacco to Market themſelves. 


In the Year 1692. Sir Edmund Andros arrived Governor, 
and found the Country much divided in their Opinions 
about encouraging Towns and Trade, which was till attri- 
buted to the Influence of the London Merchants, to whom 
molt of the Planters were indebted, and conſequently under 
their Awe : But be that as it will, the Aſſembly at this time 
prepared a Law for that Purpoſe ; which being ſent over to 
England, it was remitted back again to. Virginia, for fur- 
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ther Conſideration, which put an End to all future At- 
tempts of that Nature. | 


S1R Edmund Andros, being a Man that loved Order and 
Regularity, took the Trouble himſelf to inſpect into the Ma- 
nagement of the public Records ; and finding them in very 
great Diſorder, he not only altered their Method of keeping 
them, but took Care to provide every thing that was want- 
ing, to preſerve all the Books and Papers for the future in 
ſuch elegant Order, that whatever was called for, might be 
tound in a Moment ; and even after the State-houſe was 


burnt, in October 1698, the Governor did not give over his 


Diligence, but cauſed all the Papers that had been ſaved 
from the Fire, to be again ſorted, and regiſter d more exactly 
than they were before; which was of infinite Service to the 
People of that Colony. 


In November 1698. Francis Nicholſon, Eſq; was re- 
moved from Maryland, and ſent once more Governor to 
Virginia: He was a Man of great Probity, but ſtrong 
Paſſions, and paid almoſt Adoration to every thing which 
had any Relation to the Intereſts of the Church and Crown; 
his Zeal that way was ſometimes ſo furious, that it led him 
beyond the Rules of Juſtice, and made People often miſtake 
his unhappy Prejudices for vitious and arbitrary Inclinations ; 
he all along ſhew'd ſuch a Contempt for Riches, and was ſo 
extenſive in many repeated Acts of Generoſity, that it gave 
his Enemies the Handle to impute every commendable 
Thing he did to an immoderate Exceſs of Vanity. A Weak- 
neſs which often perverts the beſt Intentions, and leſſens the 
Influence, as well as Character, of Men in Power. 


THis 


The Hiſtory of Viscinia. 


Turs Gentleman, for the Sake of a more dry and healthy, 
as well as convenient Situation, removed the Aſſembly and 
the Courts of Judicature from James Town to a Place 
called Middle Plantation, becauſe it lies at an equal Diſtance 
from James and York Rivers, between two Creeks, which 
afford rhe Conveniency of Water-Carriage from each of 
them. Here Governor Nicbolſon projected a large Town, 
and hid out the Streets in the Form of a W, calling 
the ſame Williamſburgb, in Honour of the reigning King: 
He alſo cauſed a magnificent Edifice to be erected, oppoſite 
to the College, where the Aſſembly, Council, and Courts of 
Judicature, now fit, containing Rooms alſo for the Secretary, 
Attorney-General, and other public Officers of the Govern- 
ment; for he continued to affect Popularity more than any 
other Branch of Grandeur, and ſought all Opportunities to 
expreſs, on every Occaſion, an extraordinary Zeal for the 
Honour of his King and Country. 


In Auguſt 1705. Edward Nott, Eſq; was ſent over 
Lieutenant-Governor, under the Earl of Orkney, as Go- 
vernor in Chief; and it has been the Practice ever ſince that 
time, for the Governor in Chief of Virginia to reſide in 
England, and to receive out of the Salary of two thouſand 
Pounds, twelve hundred Pounds per Annum ; which. is paid 
to him by the Lieutenant-Governor reſiding in the Countty, 
whoſe Commiſſion is from the King, under the fame Au- 
thority of the Great Seal, as is the chief Governor's ; by 
which means, the Titles of Honour and Power of Acting 
are equal in both. Governor Nott was a Man of a very mild 
Temper and Behaviour, but did: not live to give the People 
that Happineſs which might have been expected from his 
Adminiſtration ; for after he had paſſed ſeveral good Logon, 
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and prevailed with the Aſſembly to provide a Fund, to 
build a convenient Houſe at Williamſburgb, for the Go- 
vernor 's Refidence, he died in Auguſt 1706. whereby the 
Adminiſtration fell into the Hands of Edward Jennings, 
Eſq; then Preſident of the Council, who had no Occafion 
to hold any Aſſembly ; ſo that all Things remain'd quiet in 
LViremia, until the Year 1710. that Colonel Alexander 
Spot ſoad came over Lieutenant-Governor, under the Earl 
of Ortzey, in the ſame manner that Mr. Nat the pre- 
cedmy Governor had done. 


Tals Gentleman, who was born at Tangier in Africa, 
and bred in the Army from his Infancy, had a moſt excel- 
lent Genius for all Kinds of Bufineſs; and was likewiſe 
Maſter of ſuch Application, that he ſeldom or never fail'd 
of ſucceeding in any thing he nndertook : He had been 
dangerouſſy wounded in the Breaſt, by the firſt Fire which 
the French made on the Confederates at the Rattle of Hacl- 
/tadt, and afterwards ſerved with great Applauſe, during the 
Heat of that bloody War, as Deputy Qarter-Maſter Ge- 
neral, under Mr. Ca#ogarn, in the Duke of Marlboraugh's 
Army. He was well acquainted with Figures, and ſo good 
a Mathematician, that his Skifl in Architecture, and in the 
laying out of Ground to the beſt Advantage, is yet to be 
ſeen in Virginia, by the Building of an elegant fate Ma- 
-gazine, in the Centre of #7 „and in the conſi- 
derable Improvements which the made 40 the Goveroar's 
Houſe and Gardens. He was an excellent Judge on the 
Bench, and knew perfectly wdll how to reconcile the.Peaple's 
Liberties with the Rights of the Crown, which he always 
faithfully maintain d. He projected a Law for the Regu- 
lation of the {ndian Trade, whereby an eaſy Proviſion was 


made of a perpetual Fund for inſtructing * 
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Children in the Principles of Chtiſtianity ; and it ſucceeded 
wonderfully, until ſome deſigning Merchants in London, who 
conceived their particular Intereſt to be affected by that 
Law, procured a Repeal thereof from England, which un- 
happily put an End to the only practicable Scheme that 
had been yet attempted for converting the Indians. This 
Governor alſo contrived another Act for improving the 
Staple of Tobacco ; by which the Quality thereof being 
examin'd, it was to be allowed or rejected by Officers ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe in each County, who were obliged 
to build Storehouſes at all the convenient Landing-places in 
= ſeveral Rwers, where the Planters were likewiſe gbliged 
their merchantable Tobacco, and to take the Of- 
— otes for the Quantity more or leſs in Weight; which 
was to be deliver d to the Bearer, and ſhipp'd off an Board 
what Veſſel he pleaſed to direct; by which means any 
Planer might go to a public Store ar Shop, and uy any 
{mal Quantity of Goods he pleaſed with his Tobgcep Notes; 
whereas before, he could not deal withaut ſelling at ſeaſt 
one Hogſhead. But this Law, which had an excellent Ef- 
fect in the Country while it laſted, proved likewiſe diſa- 
greeable to the private Intereſt and ny Views of parti- 
cular Men, who found Means to have it repealed. 


CoLoONEL Sprtſword, who was a perfect Maſter in all 
the Branches of the Military Art, kept the Militia of that 
Colony under exact Diſcipline ; and in the Year 1744,. he 
went in Perſon, and, with indefatigable Labour, made the 
firſt certain Diſcovery of a Paflage over the great Moun- 
tains; and indeed he wes yer employed in ſome public 
Deſign for the Intereſt and Advantage f Virginis 9 
theleſs by the factious Arts of ſome intriguing Men in the 


Cœuocil of chat Province, who had neither Ability nor 
| Courage 
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Courage openly to contend with him, his Intereſt in 
land was at length ſo far undermined, that after he had — 


verned there to the almoſt univerſal Content of all the 
Country, for the Space of thirteen Vears, without any 


Manner of Complaint having ever been publickly exhi- 
bited againſt his Adminiſtration, he was ſuperſeded in the 
Vear 1723. by Major Driſdale, who then arrived Governor 
under the Earl of Orkney ; but he, dying in leſs than two 


Years, was ſucceeded by the preſent Lieutenant-Go- 


vernor Major Gouge, who has hitherto given univerſal Sa- 
tisfaction, by not only keeping the Colony in good Order 
and Quiet, but alſo by indulging and promoting great Im- 
provements in the Manufacture of Pig and Bar-Iron, and 
conducting the public Buſineſs of that ara; th to the ge- 
neral Content of the People. 


The Revenue of VIX OINII, ariſing from the Quit- 
Rent of Land, and other perpetual Duties efta- 
bliſhed by Act of Aſſembly in that Province. 

E 

THE Annual Receipt of Quit-Rent, at two | 
Shillings Sterling per hundred Acres, be- 
ing the Revenue of the Crown paid into 
the Receipt of the King's private Ex- 
chequer, is an increaſing Fund amounting 
at preſent to about 


3500 oo Q 


Tux two Shillings Sterling per Hogſhead 
on Tobacco, exported at a Medium of 
thirty-two thouſand Hogſheads per 


Annum, is 


3200 o o 


— over 6700 00 0 
Brought 
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6 a 
Brought over 6700 oO o 


ONE Shilling Sterling per Ton on TY -— 
thouſand Ton of Shipping Yearly, is 5 


Tux eſtabliſh'd Fees for Marriage-Licences, 
Probates of Wills, and entering and clear- 
ing of Ships; together with other legal) 600 o o 
Perquiſites belonging to the Governor re- 
ſiding there, is, per Annum, 


To TAL 7800 00 o 
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TRADE and GOVERNMENT 


VIRGINIA. 


S it is impoſſible for an innocent and unprejudiced 
| Mind, to ſeparate the Idea of Government from the 
Good and Happineſs of the People that are to be govern'd, 
ſo it is not to be expected, That Men who are born free, 
and have any juſt Notions of Liberty, can force their Af- 
fections and chearful Obedience to Governors who exerciſe 
their Power with Partiality and Caprice. In order there- 
fore to poſſeſs and retain the Inclinations and dutiful Obe- 
dience of the Subjects in the Plantations to the lawful Au- 
thority and Juriſdiction of Great-Britain over them, thoſe 
reſtrictive Acts of Trade and Navigation, which are or may 
be found neceſſary to render the Plantations more uſeful, 
ought to be counterpoiſed with proper Encouragements for 
raiſing there, and importing from thence, all ſuch Foreign 


mmodities, as Great-Britain defires and expects from 


Aa __ them; 


178 


REMARKS on the Trade 


them; whereby the real Intereſt of the Subject in the Plan- 
tations would evidently appear in every authoritative Act, 
which was made and done with Relation to them. 


To judge equitably and truly in an Affair of this Nature 
and Impoxtance, let the Man whoſe Zeal leads him to put 
ſevere Reſtraints on the Subject in America, but firſt take 
Time and Opportunity to be inform'd how they live and 
ſupport their Families there; and after he has ſuppoſed him- 
ſelf to be in that Situation, let him then reflect and conſider, 
how far theſe Reſtraints, he is ſo anxious about, will cor- 
reſpond with that Security, which he, and every Britiſh 
Subject depends on for enjoying ſuch a Proportion of Li- 
berty and Property, as is abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure the 
Comforts of Life. 


WE have, it is true, daily Occaſion to lors in the 
City of London, a very few Men, whoſe induſtrious Ap- 
plication to the Planting Buſineſs in America, has enabled 
them to remit to, and place ſuch a Share of their Wealth 
in England, as that they can educate their Children in the 
beſt Manner, and perhaps ride in their own. Coaches ; but 


we do not at the ſame time advert to the prodigious Fa- 


tigues which probably they have undergone in procuring 
this Wealth; and much leſs do we conſider the vaſt Mul- 


titude of Slaves and Servants they are obliged to maintain, 


and other extraordinary Expences they are continually en- 
gaged in, to ſupport the Fabric of a very precarious Eſtate, 
which can no way be compared to any Intereſt conſiſting 
of Land or Money in Great-Britain. Beſides, however 
the Maſters of ſuch American Fortunes may wallow in 
Plenty-at Home or Abroad, it is well known to thoſe who 
have ſeen America, how miſerably and poorly the labouring 


Part 
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Part of the People live, occaſion d chiefly by the vaſt Diſ- 

ion which ever ſubſiſts between the Value of Cloath- 
ing, and other Neceſſaries ſent from Europe, and the Product 
of America, when it comes Home to Market. 


As often as this Subject has happen'd to come under the 
Conſideration of either Houſe of Parliament, or of the 
Lords of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, it 
has been cuſtomary to ſend for and examine the London 
Merchants on the ane Side, and the Gentlemen of Eſtates 
in America on the other, with Intent, no Doubt, to do equal 
Juſtice hetween them: Nevertheleſs their Evidence for the 
moſt Part has always been ſo contradictory to each other, 
even in Points of Fact, that it was no eaſy Matter for an 
impartial Judge to decide in the Caſe ; neither indeed does 
any proper Remedy to prevent this Inconveniency, readily 
occur, unleſs the Government ſhould think fit to grant a 
yearly Allowance for ſome time to a certain Number of 
young Gentlemen, in order to travel, and inſtruct them- 
ſelves in the delicate Affair of National Commerce, as it 
is diſtinguiſhable from the Merchants Profit or private Gain ; 
for, beſides that it cannot well be expected, that the Bri- 
tiſb Merchant, or the Planter abroad, will of their own Ac- 
cord, generouſly incline to favour the Public, in Prejudice to 
their own private Intereſt, the Method wherein they are 
commonly train'd up, and the little Arts they daily acquire 
in Buſineſs, have a quite different Tendency with the pub- 
lic Intereſt, and keep them wholly ignorant of the Sources 
and Channels of that ſort of Dealing; which, together with 
a reaſonable Profit to themſelves, brings always ſome 
national Advantage along with it. It is very well known, 
that a Practice of this Nature has been uſed to very good 
Purpoſe of late Years by the Court of France; who ge- 

Aa 2 nerally 
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nerally chuſe public Miniſters out of their Council of Trade, 
to negotiate Treaties of Commerce with Foreign Nations, 


as well as to manage all Commercial Affairs within them- 
ſelves, to the no ſmall Advantage of that Kingdom. 


THERE muſt of Neceſſity always be ſuch a Connection 
between the Intereſts of the Planter or Proprietor of the 
Tobacco raiſed in Virginia, and the Factor at Home, who 
is abſolutely intruſted with the Sale of it, at whatever he 
pleaſes to call the Market Price, that, in ſhort, the one 
cannot ſubſiſt without the other's Aid. While therefore we 
ſuppoſe them to deal honeſtly and fairly by each other, the 
Advantage of their Correſpondence being mutual, it cannot 
fail to content them both: But when a covetous Deſire to 
over-reach and to graſp at an immoderate Gain, happens to 
appear on one Side or the other, it gives ſuch Diſcourage- 
ment to the Loſer, as in ſome meaſure affects the whole 
Trade, and conſequently that National Intereſt which is 
involved therein. Wherefore it becomes a Duty on the Ad- 
miniſtration to be careful, that material Juſtice in all Caſes 
be done between the Planter and the Merchant, otherwiſe 
the Public muſt unavoidably ſhare in the Loſs fi uſtained on 
either Side. 


IT may perhaps appear very natural to imagine, that this 
Care ought chiefly to lie on the Perſon who is at the time 
intruſted with the particular Adminiſtration of the Govern- 
ment in Virginia; and, no Doubt, it is from him that 
the King and his Miniſters expect to be truly inform'd of 
the impartial State of the Caſe, But if we may preſume 
to ſuppoſe, That Governors are ſometimes ſent over, rather 
to acquire handſome Fortunes to themſelves, than gene- 
rouſly to contemn private Gain for the Sake of public 


Virtue ; 
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Virtue; or, which is much the ſame, that ſometimes the 
Merchants, and at other times the Planters, find Ways and 
Means to influence the Governor on their Side of the 
Queſtion ; then indeed, there are but ſmall Hopes of bring- 
ing the Controverſy to an equitable Determination ; ſo that 
the public Intereſt of the Nation, in ſo conſiderable:a Branch 
of its Commerce, is more through Negligence, or for Want 
of due Information in the Miniſtry at Home, than Deſign, 
often proſtituted to private Ends, and very low Purpoſes, 


THE moſt antient, tho' not the moſt? conſiderable, Branch 
of Commerce in Virginia, is the Indian Trade; which, as 
it appears from the preceding Hiſtory, has, for want of due 
Regulation from time to time, occaſion d many bitter Con- 
teſts, and dangerous Commotions in that Colony. But as 
the Spirit for extending and inlarging that Trade in Vir- 
ginia, ſeems to be almoſt extinguiſhed, ſo that the People 
there content themſelves with only ſupplying the Wants of 
the few Indians that remain on this Side the Mountains, 
it is needleſs at preſent to ſay any more on that Subject; 
but if ever the Engliſb (as one time or other they probably 
may) extend their Settlements in Virginia beyond the great 
Mountains, and come to poſſeſs Lands on the Lake Erie, 
and as far back as the Branches of the River Micifppi, 
then will their Indian Trade become very conſiderable in- 
deed; and create ſuch a Vent for coarſe Woollens, and 
other Britiſh Manufactures, as will juſtly merit the Care 
and ER of the State. 


Ir is certain, that the Lands in Virginia, eſpecially to- 
wards the Heads of the Rivers, are capable of producing 
many Sorts of uſeful Commodities, ſuch as Hemp, Flax, 
Pot-Aſh, &c. and alſo might be greatly improved by cul- 

tivating 
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tivating of Vineyards ; but it is a Queſtion whether it would 
be prudent at this time, to withdraw ſo great a Share of the 


Hands from planting Tobacco, as theſe other Manufactures 
would neceſſarily require. Wherefore we ſhall proceed to 


_ conſider the only remaining Branch of uſeful Trade carried 


| Rate as it comes from thence to be ſold in England. 


on there, which was but very lately introduced into that 
Colony at a great Expence, by Governor Spotſwood, vi. 
the Manufacture of Pig and Bar-Iron. 


Ox would think that the Articles on the Cuſtom-houſe 
Books of the vaſt Quantities of Iron, that are yearly im- 
ported into Great-Britain from the Baltic, Ruſſia, and 
Spain, would be ſufficient to convince every one. of the 
Neceſſity that urges Great-Britain to encourage the Ma- 


nufacture and Importation of that Commodity in and from 


her own Plantations ; which would greatly leſſen, if not in 
time totally prevent, the yearly Remittance of a large 
Balance in ready Caſh to theſe Foreign Countries; but this 
laudable Deſign, tho' often attempted, has unfortunately 
been obſtructed hitherto, by the private Intereſt of a few, 
who happen to be concern'd in the Forges and Bloomeries 
that yet remain in Engiand, notwithſtanding they are now 
carried on at a larger Expence, and with much more Difti- 
culty than formerly, and likewiſe conſume great Quantities 


of Wood that we can but ill ſpare. How long thoſe pri- 


vate and particular Intereſts may ſtill prevail, to the Diſ- 
couragement of ſo great a public Good, is uncertain ; but 
we preſume to affirm, that there is not any Propoſition in 
Trade more demonſtrable, than that the Britiſb Plantations 
in America, with very ſmall Encouragement, can afford any 
Quantity of Iron of an equal good Quality with that which 
is imported from the above Countries, and at as cheap a 


TE 
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Taz Revenue ariſing to the Crown from the Quit- 
Rents of Land in Virginia, is not only conſiderable at this 
time, but muſt proportionably increaſe, as the Settlements 
come to be extended Weſtward ; and therefore we may ſup- 
poſe; that one time or other, it will be confider'd as a 
Piece of public Juſtice, to ſee that the Crown Revenue in 
Virginia, and in each of the other Colonies, be regularly 
accounted for, and apply d to no other Uſe, but the Pro- 
tection and Improvement of that particular Colony to which 
they reſpectively belong; and this would not only prevent 
effectually all Sort of Mifapplication or Embezzlement, but 
give a reaſonable Contentment to thoſe poor induſtrious 
People from whom it is raiſed. 


BESIDEs the above yearly Rent of Lands, which doubt- 
leſs will be conſidered as the Kings Domain, to be diſpoſed 
of according to his Royal Will and Pleaſure ; ; there is ano- 
ther Kind of Revenue in Virginia, as well as in others of 
thoſe commonly called The King's Colontes, to diſtinguiſh 
them from Proprietary Rights, which is a perpetual Tax 
granted'by the Repreſentatives of the People, for the Support 
of Civil Government ; and ſuch is the two Shillings Sterling 
per Hogſhead on Tobacco, out of which is taken the Go- 
vernor's Salary of two thouſand Pounds fer Annum. Now, 
when Revenues of this Kind happen to increaſe with Time, 
fo as vaſtly to exceed the Sums they were intended at firſt 
to raiſe, it is humbly conceived, that the Surplus or yearly 
Increaſe ou ght, in all Juſtice, to be applied to public Uſes 
for the Service of the Colony, and not ſquander'd away to 

gratify the Avarice of Particulars : a Practice which tends 
exceedingly to ſour the Minds of the Subjects in the 
Plantations, and often leads them to conceive hard and diſ- 

agreeable 
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agreeable Notions of thoſe who are appointed over them 
abroad, as well as, of 2 Su perioes at * 


Tus ſending over Men of high Rank Fa Quality to 
be Governors in the Plantations, in order chiefly to repair, 
in a ſhort time, their broken and decay'd Fortunes, has 
often been attended with very bad Conſequences, and even 
deſtroyed the flouriſhing Condition of many of the Co- 
lonies. Wherefore the Method; which of late Years has 
been followed in Virginia, ſeems to be much more eligible, 
viz, by appointing ſome Stateſman or great Officer about 
the King's Perſon to be Governor in Chief, and ſending 
over another Gentleman of inferior Rank to be the acting 
Lieutenant-Governor, whoſe Conduct abroad, as far as it is 
commendable or juſtifiable; is ſure to be well ſupported 
by the Chief at home, againſt - all the little, frivolous and 
mutinous Complaints, which are too frequently made from 
thoſe remote Parts by partial and ill-deſigning Men. And 
it is very remarkable, that ever ſince this has been the Me- 
thod of appointing Governors i in Virginia, that Colony has 
not been ſo ſubject to Broils, and much leſs troubleſome 
with Complaints to England, than it formerly uſed to be. 


As to the Britiſb Merchant and the Planter's Intereſts, 
with reſpect to their Conduct and Management, in car- 
rying on the Tobacco-Trade, they have each of them 
taken great Pains to purſue that Buſineſs in ſuch a myſte- 
rious Way, as it is not eaſy for thoſe who are not im- 

mediately concerned therein, to trace; and in truth it muſt 
be own'd that the Multi plicity of Duties, Draw-backs, 
Bonds, and other Regulations of the Cuſtoms, wherewith 
that Trade is perplexed, has in a manner forced the Mer- 
chant i into many little Contrivances, which in all Probabi- 
lity 
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lity would otherwiſe never have been thought on. But it 
is to be withed, that the honeſt Merchant, and fair Trader, 
who has a due Regard to the public Intereſt of his Country, 
as well as his own Profit, would always conſider the Vir- 
ginia Planter's Intereſt as inſeparable from his own ; for it 
is impoſſible but the Planter, whoſe Eyes are open, muſt 
daily perceive, That the Value of his Labour and Eſtate 
riſes or falls in Proportion to the Application and Integrity 
of his Britiſh Factor; and with reſpect to the National 
Intereſt of Great-Britain, if the Tobaccoes from Virginia 
are legally imported, and the Duties paid or accounted for, 
according to the Regulation of the King's Caſtoms, 
theſe Factors, who render the faireſt Account, and act 
the moſt favourably for the Planter's Benefit Abroad, ought 
to be preferr'd and encouraged, without regard to their 
Rank; and indeed no juſt and wiſe Adminiſtration can be 
ſuppoſed to countenance any Set of Men in the Monopoly 
of ſo conſiderable a Branch of Trade, wherein they have 
no Pretence to any other Share, than the bare Commiſſion 
of Factorage without either Labour or Riſque. An 
Emulation therefore, amongſt thoſe who are inclin'd to 
purchaſe the Tobacco Abroad, or ſet up for Confignments 
at Home, which of them can yield the beſt Profit to the 
Planter, muſt always tend to the Advantage of the Public ; 
whoſe Protection and Encouragement is moſt certainly 
due, in the firſt Place, to him that raiſes a Commodity 
under many hazardous Fatigues and Inconveniencies, to the 


inriching of the State, 


ALTHao' Tobacco be a Staple Merchandiſe ever in De- 
mand, yet the Value riſes and falls in Proportion to its 
Goodneſs, and the Quantity raiſed from Year to Year ; 


which precarious Condition of the Planters Eſtate in 
Bb America, 
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America, requires a careful Oeconomy to inlarge or con- 


tract his yearly Commiſſions to Britain for Goods, accord- 
ing to his Crop, and the current Value of Tobacco; for 
when he acts otherwiſe, and ſuffers himſelf, by any Exceſs 
of Luxury, to become confiderably in Debt to the Britiſd 
Merchant or Factor, he muſt be unavoidably reduced, in a 
ſhort time, to the Neceſfity of mortgaging his Plantation, 
together with all his Slaves and Stock ; which difables him 
from dealing with whom he pleaſes, and from. finding any 
Fault with his Account of Sales, or with the Quality and 
Prices of ſuch Britiſh and other European Commodities, as 
the Factor, or rather his Creditor, thinks fit to ſend him 
from time to time; which, in Fact, is the unhappy Situa- 
tion of two Thirds of the Virginia Planters at this time, 
who may be conſider d only as ſo many working Slaves 
for the Benefit of their Factors in Great-Brirmn, with. 
out ſo much as a Proſpect of being releaſed from that 
Bondage. 


THERE being no Variety or Choice in Virginia, of any 
Merchandiſe to deal in but Tobacco, and the needy Planter 
being ſo hamper d and confined in the Diſpoſal of his Crop, 
as above deſcribed, that Colony is by no means to be con- 
ſidered as a proper Place for a young Merchant to improve 
his ſmall Stock in Trade; nor indeed for any one to fend 
his Adveature thither, who does not intend to be' concern'd 
in the Commiſſion Buſineſs of Confignments from thence, 
The other Colonies on the Main, who cannot afford a ſuf. 
ficient Product for immediate Returns to Europe, are much 
better adapted for theſe. Purpoſes, as will more evidently 
appear in its proper Place, when we came hereafter to 
remark on the Nature of their Trade and Government. 


As 
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As to the College erected in Virginia, and other Deſigns 
of the like Nature, which have been propoſed for the 
Encouragement of Learning, it is only to be obſerved in 
general, That altho great Advantages may accrue to the 
Mother-ſtate, both from the Labour and Luxury of its 
| Plantations, yet they will probably be miſtaken, who 
imagine, That the Advancement of Literature, and the 
Improvement of Arts and Sciences in our American 
Colonies, can ever be of any Service to the Britiſh State. 
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